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THE READER. 



In assaminsr the task of making selections from tlie 
letters of Martha Smith, and arranging and preparing 
them for the press, we were in some degree aware of 
the difficulty of the undertaking, and not unmindM of 
the lesponsiMHty that would rest upon us. We would 
wiUiUgly have been excused from the service, and have 
confided it to more experienced hands; but the lot 
seemed to fall upon us ; and being convinced, from a 
perusal of her letters, that there was much mattei: in 
them too valuable to be lost, or limited even to her 
family and intimate friends, we were made willing to 
submit to the undertaking. 

It will be seen that a large number of her letters 
were written to her family at home, whilst engaged in 
religious visits to various parts of the country. These 
were in many instances almost exclusively made up of 
directions about domestic concerns, and narrative of 
her jonmeyings — ^remarks about the country, people 
and things she saw, intended for the entertainixient of 
her family; and however interesting and instructive 
they might have been to them, it is not believed they 
would be so to the general reader. 

Thug much it s^med proper to say, to account fo? 
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IT ADTERTISBMSNT. 

the numerous brief extracts which will be found inter- 
spersed through the yolume. 

Man J of the letters to her brother were written 
daring the excitement and controrersy which existed 
in the Society of Friends, preyious to the separation 
in that body. In these, frequent allusion was made to 
the then existing state of things, which would not now 
be either intMesting or iastxactiye. It was therefore 
thought best, not unnecessarily to contribute to the re- 
Tival of the excited feelings which grew out of that 
nnhappy contest,by giving those allusions a permanent 
form. There were, nevertheless, some statements and 
observations relating to that controversy, which it was 
deemed expedient to retain, in order that the reader 
might be made more fully acquainted with her charac- 
ter and peculiar position at that period. There is, 
also, a considerable quantity of remark and observa- 
tion upon other topics, not in themselves of any im- 
portance to the public, but being intimately connected 
with sentiments and precepts of general utility and 
application, from which they could not be separated 
without injury to the sense, they have therefore been 
inserted. 

It may not be in^nroper also here to remark, that as 
those letters were written in the confidence of friend- 
ship, or the affections of propinquity, without the 
slightest view to their ever being made public, they have 
. not been composed, generally, with that strict regard 
to diction and accuracy which might have been given 
them ; and although some slight alterations and eor* 
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APTEETISBMElfT. Y 

reotions have been made in their style and language, 
not affecting the sense, it was thought best to let them 
appear as nearly in their original state as would be 
proper. Tet, notwithstanding those defects, there wHi 
be found amongst them specimens of simple, yet 
beautiful and forcible eloquence, which manifest no 
ordinary talent for composition. 

It has been our aim to embody in this work, 
through the medium of her own sentiments and actions 
as many of the traits and features of her general cha- 
racter as lay within our reach, without trespassing 
upon the private and domestic relations of ILTe; be- 
lieving that all which has emanated from her with 
reference to the general Interest and benefit of society, 
xwill be found useft^, practical, and worthy the deepest 
attention. 

We have thus honestly, and to the best of our ability, 
acquitted ourselves of the charge committed to us ; and 
should it be found that the selection has not been made 
as judiciously as it might have been; that any thing 
has been included which ought not to have met the 
public eye ; inexperience in such matters, and a strong 
personal attachment for the writer, must plead oor 
excuse. 

THI KDITOBS. 

Solehuiy, 0th mo. 2, 1843. 
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Martha Smith, the writer of diese Letters, 
was born the 8th of Second month, 1787. She 
was the daughter of Josiah and Deborah Brown^ 
of Plumstead, Bucks comity, Penn^lvania, mem^ 
bers of the Society of Friends. 

When young, she possessed a lively imagina- 
tion, tempered with a serious, thoughtful turn o€ 
noind, of which the early^|HY>ductions of her pen, 
in an epistolary correspcmdence witli her young 
fiiends, give abundant evidence, although her 
jt^jportunities of acquiring school learning had 
l^en rather limited. One striking charaoteristie 
of ho: mind, which was ^urly dev^iped, was her 
love for the real and substantial, in preference to 
the fictitious and frivolous. 

She grew up to maturity amongst her cotem* 
poraries, and mingled with them in their juvenile 
nportB and entertainments, with the Ordinary 
alacrity of her age, but was rather a follower 
than a leader in the g«y circles of mirth. Her 
taciturn and meditative disposition somewhat dit*- 
q^oaHfied her for die compasion of leiity, and 
made it apparent thathilanty was not her conge- 
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8 MSMOm OF 

nial element. She imbibed^ during her youthful 
age, a tase for leading and literature, and a quick 
relish for poetry, particularly that of a moral and 
sentimental character ; and Young, Cowper, and 
Milton, were her favorite authors. As she ad* 
▼anced further in life, however, those early ap- 
petites and habits subsided, and her mind seemed 
busy with odier objects. She was then, most 
Ukely, receiving and fostering the germs of 
diose deep and sublime views and sentiments of 
the purity and perfection of the Christian cha* 
racter, which in due time were |nx>claimed in the 
exercise (^ her public ministry. 

She appeared in public testimony in the meet- 
ings of Friends about the year 1819 and received 
encouragement to proceed in that Hue, when duty 
required ; but her mind expanding beyond the 
boundaries set by those who were appointed 
judges in that matter, she was not acknowledged 
a minister until d»e separation of the Society ; 
soon after which, dbe was reconunended, and re- 
mained an apf»oved nnraster until her death, a 
period of about tfabrteen years; during which 
time, she travelled mu<^ in die middle and west- 
em States, for the promotion of truth and right- 
eousness on the ea^, which she was fraquendj 
enabled to advocate in a lucid and unsophisH^ 
oated manner, to the edification of many minds ; 
being free front «ti affected solemnity of Ume or 
maimer. Most especially was the example of 
practical righteousness, whiob shone ibrdi m her 
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MAE19BA SMtm. 9 

Erivate character, worthy of conunemoratioii. In 
er family and neighborhood, she was a faidifiil 
and self-sacrificing friend, a pattern of indostry 
and economy — ^not in order to lay np treasnres 
on earth, but that she might thereby be enabled 
to devote more time to the exercise of her mind, 
the improvement of which she always considered 
vastly paramount in importance to any thing per- 
taining to this world's treasures, from the love ef 
which she appeared to be very much redeemed ; 
regardmg them altogether as a means, and not as 
an end. 

Testimonies to the usefrilness of her public 
labors might be multiplied to a great extent, were 
it thought expedient to swell this volume with 
. the opinions of others ; but it is believed that the 
straightforward truthfrdness of her letters will be 
a sufficient guarantee for her honesty and integ- 
rity of purpose^ where she was imperfectly 
known ; and where she was well known> sucn 
evidence would seem swerfluous. We cannot, 
however, avoid the conviction that it woidd be 
best to introduce here an extract or two from a 
letter received since her death, frtnn a friend in 
Adams county, in this State» dated York Springs, 
Third month 26, 1843. 

" After she had been in our place, on her way 
home from Indiana and Ohio, I felt it was her 
due to bear testimony to her excellent service in 
our parts. I was at several meetings vnth her. 
When I heard she was no more among us in 
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10 MEMOIR OF 

body, regret stole across my soul thut I had not 
given her this * cup of cold water,' in testimony 
of that power which sent her forth the herald of 
peace to a fallen world. Her testimony reached 
the witness in many minds, arousing the indo- 
lent, and pointing the way of return to the 
father's house to those who were spending their 
time in riotous living. But like die Saviour of 
men, her testimony was most severe to those who 
cloaked their unrighteousness with the profbssion 
of religion; and many therein saw the evidence 
, of her being guided by that power which alone 
can support us in wrestling with * principalities 
and powers, with spiritual wickedness in high 
places,' as well as low; and though like the 
apostle, she many times found that no one stood 
with her, she evidently felt that His grace was 
sufficient for her ; and I doubt not but children 
yet unborn will arise and call her blessed. 

" In the Yearly-meeting of Philadelphia, a 
few years since, I heard her say, she regarded 
the progress of truth in the world, or the esta- 
blishmwit of the church of Christ, to be repre- 
sented by the building of a temple. Not only 
were different materials needed, but idiere were 
different labors to perform ; — some must fell the 
timber, some must score it, and some use the 
smoothing plane. It seemed to be her lot to use 
the scoring axe; and though the labor was hard, 
and some saw not the need of its use, she be- 
lieved, as all looked unto God for help, His glory 
would be more manifest in the establishment of 
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MARTHA SMTTH. 11 

His kinfdom in the earth. I compreheiided die 
idea, for I had before seen that the adyeutuious, 
fimi spirit of a Luther, was as neceesairy for the 
advancement of the work of refofrmation, as the 
isild eloquence of a Melancthon ; and the un- 
yielding temper and keen rebuke of a Fox, as 
the deep persuisive tone of a Pennington or a 
Penn. 

** I have waited in ccmstant expectation to see 
your Monthly meeting prepare a testimony re- 
specting her ; for thoi^h the truth she advocated 
can :nev«r die, and her devoted penev^i'ance and 
unccmquered fkith stall shine, yet to g^ve them a 
tongue were wise in man." 

Towards the close of her life she was very 
much enlarged in the ministry, in the exercise of 
which, the development of her mind was such as 
frequently to astonish her familiar friends. She 
was a zealous coadjutor with the laborers in the 
Tarious moral enterprises for the improvement 
of the human &inily, viz : Temperance, Anti- 
Slavery, &c; frequently advocating the same as 
occasion seemed to demand, in the meetings of 
Friends ; believing, as she frequently expressed, 
that man's love to his Creator is best tested by 
love to the creatures of his power. 

She was remarkably free (tQm the shackles of 
sectarianism, having come into that gk>riou8 li- 
berty, wherein she was enabled to see good 
wherever the Divine hand could be traced, having 
learned that that which God has cleansed should 
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BOt by hk ofaiMfen be considered common est tin- 
clean, or too unholy for them to mingle with, for 
die promotion of any good cause whereby ^e 
believed the human family might be benefitted. 
Her ^Suth rested not on works, but her works on 
fcith. 

. On her return from a visit to Indiana Yeariy 
meeting, in the winter of 1840, she appesored to 
be laboring under a puln^mary affection ; but the 
ardor of her zeal being in no vnse abated, she 
continued active until the follovnng autumn, 
when the disease had made such ravages on her 
system that she was mosdy confined at home, 
yet still evincing a lively interest in those subjecta 
that had previously occupied her mind. 

About this time she had to pass through an 
afflictive dispensation, in the loss of her youngest 
child, a promising daughter of thirteen. Her ^ 
feelings on this occasion are expressed in a few 
lines of poetry, vnritten by herself at that time : 

Tkird^ay nuyming, Uth fm. 4, 1840. 
Another morning dswns in beauty bri^t. 

While yet she lingers ia this world of ea&e ; 
A lovely daughter, for whoAe early blight, 

Sadly, and oft, will fall the dimming tear. 

Her playful innocence, her ehikl-like glee, 
Her gemiu too« not of inferknr mould. 

Have left their traces on each memory, 
That, day by day, its treasures will unfold. 

The bourne is past, her sufi'erings at an end. 
Her limbs are shrouded in the peaoefal clay ; 
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Her asli^s with a fiwter^s mkes Uend, 
j^8 side by side their precious relics lay- 



Is it a blight? a scion taken henoe, 
Engrafted by the potent band of love 

Into the vine that grows in Farad ise^ 

And weaves its branches round the courts above. 

Na^, aay, my soul, rather rejoice to koow^ 
This bud shall flourish there, and there shall bloooi 

Unnipp'd by frosts that wither here below, 
Or blighted by the dampness of the tomb. 

- After t&s eifwst, har ^rexigth contmxied gmcbi^ 
•Uy to decHaet though her mind ^r^s preserved 
ca&i and cheei^, becoming one who has a well 
grounded hope of a blias&l immortality. 

A short time poevioiis to her death, a female 
friend who had travelled with her on several 
religioQs visits to , distcmt pktees, visited her« 
Daring the time she was witk her^ Martha said 
to her, ** I feel it right to impress on tliy mind 
the very great miportance of attending to eyeing 
fluly that is clearly mamfestedto t^ee, thoag^ ^ 
may be greatly in the cross to thy natural will, 
and there may seem to be mountains of diffieulty 
in the way, yet if we attend simply to the dit^ates 
of tnidi, these duties will be<Mmie pleasant to at. 
I think thou hast known scmietMng of t^is in 
thy own exp^enee; it is the true principle of 
Friends j but there is so much k)o]dng to our 
fiends, and fearing this or the other wiH not be 
in accordance wi$h the . Discip&i©*, or with tkm 
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views of our friends, diat I think there are but 
iew who folly practice simple obedience to the 
manifested will of our Heavenly Father, which is 
of more importance to us than every other con- 
sideration. 

" I now think it right to mention to thee some 
of my past experience. When my dear mother 
lay very helpless, and 1 had been nursing her 
some time, I believed it was my duty to leave 
her, and attend to other duties, which were very 
clearly pointed out to me ; but my best friends 
could not see and feel vniti me ; they thought it 
improper, and I believe, irrational, for me to 
laave my helpless mother and my isjnily at that 
time. It was very trying to my natural will, but 
I believed my peace of mind depended thefeon, 
and in that belief, I was strengthened to leave all 
and go. I believe it was more in the cross than 
I ever left home before^ I met with many out- 
ward trials, and my stay from home was pro- 
longed, because I could not appoint any meet- 
ings; ther^ore I was obUged to wait until 
meeting-day, to attend the meetings I thought it 
right to visit I diink the peiformance of that 
journey, and the devotedness to what I believed 
was right, added more to my spiiitual life than 
any one visit I ever performed ; and I can now 
lecur to it i%idi peace of mind." 

The day before her death, it was the privilege 
of the writer of this* to be with her, who can 
testify, thttt in her case the words of the poet 
were fidly remltzed, when be says: 
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" The chamber where the good mm meetuhis Ikta, 

Is privileged, beyond the coramoa walks 

Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of Heaven." 

To be with her was like being in the borders of 
the spirit-land, and holding sweet cohverse wi& 
its celestial inhabitants ; while the world, with all 
its allurements, receded like the phantom of a 
dream. She did not appear to have any sense 
of her approaching dissolution, although her 
weakness was extreme, and every symptom in- 
dicated that it was at hand. Indeed, so strong 
was the spirit of life in her, that death, in every 
sense of the word, might be said to be swallowed 
up therein. The breathing of her soul was one 
continuous strain of love, thanksgiving and praise, 
diough in broken accents. Light, too, beamed 
on her understanding, at that solemn crisis, on 
the most interesting of all subjects, as will ap- 
pear from her own expressions, which were com- 
mitted to writing at the time. 

She said to one of her particular friends, in 
reference to the subjects which had divided the 
Society of Friends : " We have quarreled about 
the blood, we have quarreled about the man, . 
we have quarreled about the miraculous concep- 
tion of Jesus Christ, but what have we to do 
with these things ? Let us consider the man 
as the mere garment clothing the Divinity, that 
fulness of the Grodhead that dwelt in him. It 
was the Father's purpose, his eternal purpose, to 
send him to the world of mankind, cfothed with 
all the feelings of A man, that overcoming these. 
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he migiit be a p^ect example to manland ; that, 
by following bim, by the aid of bis spirit, tbey 
migbt also overcome even tbe vrorld, vnth all its 
temptations, its riches, its glories, and its gran- 
deur ; the flesh, with all its inordinate propensi- 
ties; the devil, or deceiver of man's peace and 
happiness, which I conceive to be the carnal 
mind, with all its twistings and entvnnings, its 
insinuations and false pretensions of things, de* 
lufiive reasonings, doubting and questionings why 
these things should be so/' 

Afber a short pause, in which the breathing of 
her spirit, which was partly audible, though in 
very low and faltering accents, was thanksgiving 
and praise, she added, " How I would like my 
friends at Buckingham to know this» thb day, (it 
being meeting day;) but I must wait in patience; 
he that opened it to me, can open it to them/' 

A friend called to see h,er, cm his way to n^eet* 
ing, and when about to take leave of her, on 
being told where he was going, she said, '' Go, 
and be faithful^ and don't foiar the face of man/' 
jShe then desired reading, when several chapters 
of the NeM^ Tesjtament were read to her, in 
which she evinced a lively interest, making short 
remarks, as — '* How plain !" "How wonderful !" 
She manifested a concern that those in attend* 
ance on her should be spared all unnecessary 
labor, and observed that i^ made a great deal 
of work. On being told that no one thought ao^ 
she replied, ** We are oflen under a great mis- 
take about this; we have a. testimony to bear 
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against p|^*6$8ioB» and we baTe no more riglitto 
oppress ourselves than others. These bodies are 
designed to be temples of the living God, given 
to us for a glorious purpose, to work out the sal* 
ration of the immortal part." 

Some friends of the othet division of our So- 
ciety, coming to see her^ she manifested much 
afiection ior them, and said she knew no differ- 
ence, and never had, between tkmv i^ends and 
ours ; said those she could approach, and who 
could sympathise with her, felt equally near to 
her* One of the fiiends observing she believed 
Martha had many friends, she replied, *' I do not 
think I have a personal enemy on eaith." 

The reading was continued, by her request, at 
intervals during the day. Towarda evening, tv;ro 
of her brothers came to her bedside. She told 
^em she was very weak in body, adding, " but 
O, how stnmg in spirit ! O, what a glorious day 
this has been to me ! What joy of heart ! Won- 
deiful ! wonderful!'' 

In the early part of the evening, a friend of 
the On^iodox part of the Society called to see 
her. She appeared very glad to see him, and 
obi^erved to him, " We are all one in Christ ;'* 
and spoke of the necessity of the reduction of the 
human will, and of the freoragenoy of man, in 
that he had the power to choose his own course. 
She spoke to him of one at whose hands she had 
x«ceived what some deeibed harsh treatment^ 
saying, ''He had been to me as a tender father | 
he took me by the hand, and led me along, 
2» 
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eocoBxmi me and gsve me donniel, until he 
thought I had become ^a spoiled child, and re- 
fractory, and what could he do ? He could no« 
eee widi me ; — ^he had his work and I bad minei 
and I never blamed him. 

To one of her friends who had spent the day 
with her, she said, ** Thou must feel the ri^ht 
time to come again, and not wait to be sent tor. 
If we were attentive, we should know the right 
time so pay a common visit. To a friend WiO 
was about to take leave of her, in the evening, 
and who was going to Philadelphia next morn- 
ing, she said, '' Tell my friends there, that I am 
very weak in body, but strong in the Lord." 

In die night she awoke, and said she had had 
a sweet and refreshing sleep. She then asked 
a Mend who was sitting by her, if she had been 
to see a young woman, whom she called by 
name, and who had been testified against by the 
Monthly^meeting. The fiiend replied, she had 
not visited her, neither had she seen her since 
die viras disunited from Friend^** She said, '* 1 
have visited her, and felt great satis^Mstion in a 
Ikde sitting I had vnth her and the family. But 
how remiss vre of the Society of Friends aie, in 
this respect. Those who )mxe transgressed, ave 
equally the subjects of Good's care, and ought to 
be the olyects of our care. I have often thou^ 
how hard it was fat those who had strayed from 
Ihe rifffat nath, dbough they may have become 
fennbSo ot their error, and hnmb^ acknowledged 
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k, yet, w^kBB the Band of encotiragement was 
held out to them, it is very hard for them to rise 
again." She said she felt no distinction in the 
Iraman family ; and it was evident she made no 
distinction, but encouraged all to endeavor to 
attain to what she so fuUy realized-^that peace 
of mind which is the reward of obedience. 

Early in the morning she wished to have the 
window curtains raised, that she might see the 
light. She then said, '' The Lord said ' Let 
there be lieht/ and there was light, and how 
beautifiil it is.'* She recjuested a fnend who was 
sittmg by her to read m the New Testamem* 
She was asked if she had any choiee in what part 
of the book was read. She said, •* No, not any ; 
it is all instructive to me." During the mominff 
she sent for two of their workmen, conversed 
with them in a friendly and ^miliar manner, and 
advised them to attend meeting, and reHnqtdsh 
their present habits of drinkine. One of them 
states that he was mu<5h affected with what she 
said, and thinks it likely he should still have con- 
thiued in the habit of drinking, had she not thus 
admonished him. 

About two o'clock, nature had a hard struggle 
with the disease, the latter fining the victory. 
She continued to sink gradudly until about mid- 
night, when she passed quietly away, like one 
feSing into a sweet deep, on the 22d of Second 
month, 1841. 
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The foUoiving linea were found amoi^g her 
papers in her own hand-writing, and are believed 
to have been composed by her a few weeks pre- 
vious to her deatli« They afford an additional 
evidence of her well-grounded hope of a blissful 
immortality. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE. 

I go to wh«re the nweU Uoom pMrfamet the eabitat tdt. 

To where the lily's sweet perfame is scented ereij where ; . 

I go to where the satire choir of woodland songsters raise, 

In concert with celestial lyre, eternal songs of praise. 

I go to where the Howers of spring, and fruits of summer bIooiD» 

A»d mellow antama*i richest tinge, ne*er fades in winter's gloom ; 

To where the streaau of Partdise, in chiystal ctirrents flow 

Through spicy groTes, and verdant meads, where resu the hea« 

venly dew, 
I go to whore our blessed Lord is gone, and will provide 
A place fbr those who hear his word, and in his faith abide. 
I go to where the sainto hcve gelM, who walked in holy IlRhl, 
And through the mercies of our God, reseired their lobet of white* 
Then come, thou messenger of peace, and set the jvisoaer free } 
From mortal bonds the soul release, to dwell on high with thee. 
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LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

Buckingham^ 6th tno. 9, 1816. 
Dbar Aunt: 

My long silence must not be attributed to 
indifference, or insensibility to tbe fiivor of thy 
letter of 4tb mo., 1815, but rather to a want of 
ability or oppdrtumty. I must acknowledge that 
I feel too poor to make any reply to the whole- 
some advice contained in the fore part thereof. 
May I patiently endure that poverty, is the desire 
of my heart. I could indeed feel for the bereaved 
&mily of Grace Taylor, but at this distant period 
I weU remember it was to me a time of renewed 

Cf of the great necessity there is for us to 
our affections weaned from this world and 
its treasures, an attainment I have often longed 
for, and often endeavored to seek after, since I 
have been a mother ; believing it to te the only 
way to enjoy true happiness here, or to pursue 
the path to that hereafter. I think I have clearly 
seen, it is not in the abundance of riches alone 
that a worldly spirit consists, but that the " traf- 
ficker in hundreds may be as deeply buried as the 



d by Google 



22 LETTERS OF 

trafficker in thousands, unless the eye be kept 
single." 

Ah ! how often have I almost trembled, for fear 
a husband or children should prove the right eye 
or the right hand, that should be required to be 
parted with. Could I experience this naturally 
strong will to be totally slain on the cross, oh ! 
how many mountains of difficulty would be re- 
moved ; but may I never let go the faith I humbly 
own I have long had, and still have, in the good 
providence of an all-seeing GoA * * • 

M.S. 



LETTER II. 

Saiehury, 11th mo. 2, 1817. ' 
Dear Aunt : 

* • * * * Thee asks me if 
ever I think of cousin J. W., which I often do» 
and had done before. But what can I say ? The 
account thee gives me is short, but agreeable; I 
had heard something of the change before j I 
had even had a very favorable account of hiin from 
aunt E. Ellicott Dear youth ! methinks all that 
is living wdthin me craves his preservation. Ig 
not this somewhat fulfilling the Scriptures, in 
" those beihg called in from the highways," 
seeing how many that have had the advantages 
of education and society, are floating, as it were» 
on the ocean of life, tossed by every vrind, with- 
out the least ballast, ox principle of gravity, to 
steady their barks ! 
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But this, with mmy others c^ the Hke, and 
even more striking instances of the influence of 
divine grace, afford the animated hope that the 
blessed testimony of Truth will never be per- 
mitted to fall, however it may be slighted or 
trampled upon by professors and the children of 
professors. Dear aunt, we yesterday attended 
the funeral of that venerable father in the church, 
Oliver Paxson, perhaps as true a model of primi- 
tive purity as hath belonged to the Society since 
the days of its founder. He had been laboring 
under severe indisposition for many months, but 
unexpectedly revived some weeks since, so as to 
get out to meeting. The concourse that attended 
him to the grave was large, though the day was 
very imfavorable. He was inteiTed at Solebury, 
where a solid meeting was held, and a lively tes- 
timony borne by Edward Hicks ; also short ones 
by William Taylor and Mercy Phillips. 

Dr. John Watson is also deceased. He was 
buried at Buckingham the 2dth of 10th month. 
Thus in one week have two eminent members of 
our Society been called awav— a loud summons 
to careless survivors to double their diligence. 
Give my love to all my dear relatives, joined by 
Charles Smith ; and to uncle T. W. in particular 
— ^has he forgotten me i 

With unaltered affection, I now bid farewell. 

M. S. 
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LETTER III. 

aoldmry, 8th mo. 29, 1818. 
Dear Uncle : 

Once more I am going to address thee, though 
I feel it will require extraordinary exertions to 
accomplish it. Thy kind letter of 6th month 
last demands that exertion ; but I can say nothing 
to its contents — ^nothing to the subject hinted at 
in a former one of mine, (only to desire that it 
may rest a profound secret witi yourselves.) My 
situation of mind, since the various provings I 
have undergone, and have yet to undergo, I have 
no ability nor inclination tadescribe. I can only 
faintly implore that I mar never shrink from the 
chaatening rod, or my faith fail in any degi'ee. 

How have I admired the wonderful goodness 
of the Most High, that is so beautifully described 
by the prophet, in speaking of the love of Christ 
to his church — "I will allure her, and draw her 
into the wilderness, and there I will speak com- 
fortably unto her.** Oh! what comprehensive 
mercy, to allure poor erring mortals with the sun- 
shine of his countenance, till they are almost im- 
Serceptibly drawn into a situation, the gloom and 
reanness of which, his voice only can dispeL 
Nor is that goodness less conspicuous in his 
manner of opening the seals, as described by 
John the Divine, which I take to be an exact 

rof the progressive state the mind is to pass 
igh, till it arrives to a thorough knowledge 
of the mysteries of the kingdom. How could 
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mortal endure a dtuadon compaarable to tbat re- 
vealed in the opening of the sixth seal, if our 
peace was not previously taken from t^ earth, 
if any thing of an earthly nature could possibly 
yield consolation to the tried, bewildered soul. 
But blessed is the name of Israel's Grod, he has 
wisely planned it otherwise. Dear friends, do 
ye not tremble for me. I trust I have ofren felt, 
and now feel, the glorious, inestimable privilege 
of being taught in the school of Christ ; of being 
permitted to behold the mysteries of His king- 
dom ; and on Him alone, from whom I derive all 
my strength, all my true comfort, I r^y for pre-* 
servation. 

There is a state of poverty to be endured, 
which to the inexperienced traveller is very 
trying; but there is a state which I often realise, 
that I have no words to describe, but, as I have 
sometimes mentally termed it, of not feeling s.% 
all; a situation in which I have beHeved the 
greatest watchfrilness necessary. Peihaps it was 
something similars to this our Lord alluded to, 
when he declared the miserable situation of th^ 
unWatchfrd servant— Matthew,- chap, xxiv., verse 
48 to the end. But in what is it not essentially 
necessary to follow the directions of the master 
to his immediate disciples, and consequently to 
every professing Christian, to " watch and pray 
continually f hia command to them also bemg-— 
" Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, nor 
on the Sabbath day ;" which two seasons tr> me 
represent the. di£^ent slates of ^e most chilling 
B 
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(^ on poverty, and that of a degree of rest iu 
the sunshine of an approving conscience — the 
last of which, I believe, of all others I most iear 
to trust myself in. 

I have very unexpectedly run this letter so far, 
but I believe I may yet add a little of the almost 
daily travail of my spirit, on account of the many 
wrong things among u^ as a society ; which I 
think I see is owing to a disregard of small 
things, more than to any very flagrant deviations, 
till they have become so numerous and so great 
that I have been ready to conclude there must 
be almost as great a reformation before we be- 
come what we profess to be, as there was in 
Greorge Fox's day. 

My very soul has been grieved in beholding, 
even among the foremost ranks in Society, the 
apparent indulgences of a carnal appetke. The 
lightness and gaiety of youdi I consider less 
b&meable dian the luxury and excess (for nothing 
less it appears to me) of the older part of Society. 

What claim can we have to the reward of setf- 
denial, while we live according to the "luGi|» of 
the flesh," — "the lust of the eye, or the pide of 
Wd V* What consistency is there in a pkm gar- 
ment made of the finest materials, the furniture 
of our houses exactly to suit the taste ; but more 
than these, die great extreme in the provision of 
the table, not to mention the expense, the great 
vraste of time in preparing it—time that might 
be employed to a nti^h more profitable purpose. 

These noaj be called small things^ but I con* 
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rider them great tbmgts when Aey beceoae, bb k 
were, an object of pursuit to the mind. Agaiii, 
they are greftt things when we look to the influ- 
ence of example on mankind, and especially on 
the middle and lower classes, who, aspiring to 
an equality in appearance with others, are hr 
from living withm the bounds of their circuiB- 
stances; hence the breach of a very essential 
part of our discipline. Again, they are great 
things as they relate to eur dear children, whose 
tender minds I conceive to be in daneer of be- 
coming intoxicated vnth the love of mem, even 
in infancy ; and from seeds thus sown, what friik 
can we expect but lightness and vanity, unless 
an Omnipotent ann is made bare for a delivet- 
anee. 

I know not why I have written thus to you, but 
I simply leave it. If you are tried in any of the 
before-mentioned points, oh ! that the hands of 
your arms may be made strong in insisting the 
temptation of the enemy. 

It being near meeting time on First-day morn- 
ing, I conclude vnth just saying I have no cause 
to complain of the health of my &mily, and in 
love bid you iarewell. M. 8. 



LETTER IV. 

StMury, 1st mo. 25, 1819. 
Dbab BnoTiiBR : 

I trust it is unnecessary for me to say it gives 
me pleasure to know that I am affeiaionately re- 
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memboi^ by thee, as expressed in thy letter of 
10th month last ; the long protracted answering 
g£ which, I give no apology for, hut the inability 
I mostly feel to draw my mind from the neces- 
sary cares that surround me, sufficiently to indite 
any thing worth sending abroad. I read thy re- 
trospect of the days of our youth with less admi- 
ration than I should haye done at some preceding 
periods of my Jife; and though I approve thy 
moral reflections on the shortness and uncertainty 
c^ time, I feel no disposition to wish the return 
of a single hour that is past, unless I were as- 
sured I could spead it to a better purpose. I 
humbly hope, through the mercy of Frovidence, 
that those days were not blotted by any material 
guilt; but I feel a secret regret that they were so 
much devoted to vanity and sensual gratification. 
Reviewing them in this light, thou need not won- 
der that I have little estimation for the retrospect 
of my youth ; but having, through divine mercy, 
beheld the vanity of the world and all its pur- 
suits, as connected vnth itself alone, my chiefest 
pleasure now Hes in endeavoring to Hve up to 
the end for which I was created. I do not know 
how diou wilt relish such a serious subject as this; 
but if thou art a stranger to the path of self- 
denial, believe me, thou art a stranger to the 
path of peace. Thou hast lived long enough in 
the scenes of active life, to know that crosses and 
disappointments are the invariable attendants on 
them. Hast thou been careful to maxk the uner- 
ring hand of Providence therein ? Hast them 
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not often aeen tbat prosperi^ smd mocesB in 
worldly concerns, have given wings, as it were, 
to the possessors or their children, wherewith 
they have soared above the pure and humble 
principle of the Christian ? In other instanoeay 
behold them clogged as with thick clay, and gro- 
velling in the earth, saying, in th^ express lait* 
guage o{ conduct, *" To gold, thou art my hope* 
and to Hne gold, thou ^xt my cc^dence." I have 
often felt a great solicitude for thee in these re- 
spects ; and encircled as thou art with the temp* 
tations to which a city life is peculiarly exposedf 
I have desired that thou may be preserved, so as 
neither to become a blemish to the Society of 
which thou art a member, a cause of grief to thy 
friends, nor prepare for thyself scenes of anguisn 
through a wounded conscience. M. S. 



LETTER V. 

SoUhury, 9th mo. 7, 1810. 
DearBrothia: 

After a month's coniin^nent, I feel my strengA 
sufficiently renewed to answer thine of 8th mow 
13, whidb I received last week. We have fek 
the chastening hand of an all-wise Providence 
ip our neighborhood very much, through xhm 
course of this suinmer, in excessive drou^t, but 
refreshing showers haye of late been vouchsafed 
to us, whereby vegetation is somewhat revivedf 
and the animated ploughman enabled to turn up 
|)w mcHstened 9oiL But I tlunk it vwjrth notii^ 
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iffidi gratitude to Heaven, that during some 
months of extreme heat and drought, salutaiy 
breezes have been almost every day experienced, 
and health has generally prevailed through the 
countiy. • • • • ♦ 

Our dear and valued friend B. White has re- 
turned to us, but the satisfaction his retunr might 
have given us, is almost blasted by the unhappy 
situation of his mind. Some of his friends, how- 
ever, think he will be enabled to wade through 
in time, but he is yet exceedingly depressed in 
spirit. I believe it is not apprehended he vnU 
have to return to Eurc^. M. S. 



LETTER VI. 

SoUhwry, 11th mo. 1, 1819. 
Dear Brother : 

Having received thy letter from Catskill of 9th 
month last, I have been under considerable anx- 
iety on tliy account since, and would have virrit- 
ten ere now, but for the uncertainty where a l^ter 
would find tliee, or whether at all; and no intel- 
ligence has been had of thee since> till yesterday. 
We being at father's, heard by way of Philadel- 
phia, that thou wast in New York, surrounded 
with the fever ; and though I believe the pro* 
tecting hand of Providence equally able to save 
in all places; yet I thought whether it was not 
inconsistent vnth sound judgment or religious 
duty, to risk health and life for temporal con- 
cerns, I often reflect on thy situation, and the 
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solicitude thou must po doubt feel on brother 
Moses' account. His cough is hard, though he 
complains of no pain except in his head ; he has 
received some medicine from a German doctor, 
who thinks he can cure him, or at least says he 
can ; but my hope is only in the great Physician 
who is able to heal all maladies ; and should it 
pleare Him to restore that health He hath taken 
away, my desire is that our brother may become 
an instrument of honor to His great name; other- 
wise it would be better, far better, that he should 
be taken in youth from a world of vanity and 
corruption. I am obliged to thee for thy infor- 
mation about Hannah Stokes, and am sorry to 
reply to thy enquiries after B. White, that his 
situation is unspeakably distressing, not only to 
his connexions, but to every true member of the 
militant church that is acquainted with it. He 
is now in the Asylum near Frankford, and by 
what I can learn, suffering the deepest mental 
misery ; a state perhaps of utter despair of ever 
beiM again admitted into his Maater^s favor. 

M.S. 



LETTER VII. 

SoUhury, 12th mo. 12, 1819. 
Dear Brother: 

Thine of the 6th instant came to hand this 
day, and I may express my thanks therefor, both 
as relates to thyself, and also for thy information 
eonceraing H. S. ; and in return I may inform 
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jthee, by our last accounts 6. Whke is something 
better. He attended our last Quarterly meeting, 
and gave in minutes from the London and Dublin 
Yearly-meetings, expressive of his acceptable 
services on those islands. We all continue to 
enjoy reasonable health, with slight intermissiona 
of cold, except brother Moses, who continues to 
linger along with his cough and other infirmities, 
though not much pain. He is entirely confined 
to the house, though not to the room ; and from 
a hoarseness attendant on the nature of his dis- 
ease, he is frequently unable to speak louder 
than a whisper. * • * I think hie 

declining strength renders it apparently incum- 
bent on us all most earnestly to desire, and as 
much as we are capable of, endeavoring to pro- 
mote, that his affections should become weaned 
and refined from all these changeable scenes^ 
and ne vntness a full resignation to the sovereign 
will. M. S, 



LETTER Vlll. 

Plumstead, 1st mo. 7, 1820. 
Pear Brother : 

Having expected thy arrival by each returning 
stage for many days, we have not written to 
thee ; but considering brother Moses' situation^ 
and the desire he has expressed df seeing thee 
once more, we thought it most advisable to in- 
form thee thereof. I am now at his bedside, 
where I havf been watching since twdve o'clock 
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last night. He has rested tolerably well since 
about two o'clock this morning ; his cough has 
somewhat abated, but I think when it seizes him 
now, it is more unyielding than at some former 
periods. He sits up but little, and that in the 
after part of the day. He has of late expressed 
a belief that he is fast declining, and has suffered 
much from an apprehension of not being fully 
prepared for a change ; during which connict, it 
has been an humbling season with us ; yet ac- 
cording to my small measure, I have felt a com- 
fortable belief, that although the great dispenser 
of events may see meet, for wise and unknown 

Surposes, to try us as well as him with a great 
egree of uncertainty for a considerable time, 
yet that He will in the proper season unveil his 
face for his consolation and assurance; as I 
humbly trust He will condescend to complete 
the great work of repentance and regeneration 
of heart, that He hath mercifully begun. But 
oh ! what a lesson of instruction hath it been ! 
How desirable that we should all profit thereby. 
To see a beloved brother lying in deep anxiety 
for his eternal welfare, with a full sense of the 
impossibility of relieving him in any degree. 
Oh ! said I in my heart, what years of labor 
would it be worth enduring, to arrive at that 
state vdiere it is said — " The fervent, effectual 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much." 
With affectionate regard, I remain thy sister, 

M. S. 
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LETTER IX. 

Vlumstead, 1st mo. 29, 1820. 

My Dear fcfii^ATiVEs : 

I have not been unmindful of the solicitude 
you must feel on our account, during so many 
weeks of silence, which has been occasioned by 
want of opportimity. 

I remained with brother Moses all the week 
in which you left us. After tliis, various con- 
cerns kept me at home until the 27th of the 12th 
month, when a sudden change in my brother 
alarmed the family. I was sent for, and came 
immediately ; since which, the greater part of my 
time has been devoted here. We have seen the 
gradual progress of the disorder, till it has con- 
fined him to his bed ; it is now some time since 
be has been able to arise therefrom without 
nearly entire help. Since the physician who had 
flattered him wim the ex|)ectation of conferring 
medical assistance, candidly informed him that 
he could give him none, (which was a few days 
previous to the sudden alteration in the 12th 
month,) he appears to have been under deep soli- 
citude for his eternal welfare. He suffers much 
from the cough, and consequent sore throat, but 
patience, submission and love, have become th« 
leading traits in his character — ^patience, in sufier- 
ing all without a murmur ; — submission, in yield- 
ing up his will passively in all things relating to 
the body, to those who attend him, for whose 
ease he appears to feel an invariable concern ; 
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for his mother especially. I have watched with 
him a part of several nights, keeping my babe in 
the cradle by me, and feel a peculiar satisfaction 
in waiting on him. 

2d mo, 3. — All is now over with dear Moses, as 
to this world. About a quarter after one, this 
day, he breathed his last ; and I believe we have 
more cause to rejoice than mourn thereat; but 
it seemed as though our hearts must almost have 
burst with the impulse of the moment for brother 
George, who arrived but a few minutes too late 
to see his closer and was nearly overcome with 
the shock. He had been here before, but from 
the difficulty of leaving his business, returned to 
New- York in order to arrange it so as to be able 
to devote some time satisfactorily with Moses. 
But I trust the dear suflerer has joined the host 
of spirits, infinitely superior to any earthly so- 
ciety. I feel no ability to enter into any par- 
ticulars that give cause for this hope, as it haa 
been and continues to l)e, a time of humbling 
with me. I can only say, "let not thy hand 
spare, nor thine eye pity, till all within me that 
thy controversy is against, be done away. I be- 
lieve I must now conclude, with love to you all, 
remaining your affectionate niece, M. S. 



LETTER X 

Solebury, 4th mo. 25, 1820. 
Dear Brother : 

I received thy pathetic address yeaterday, and 
ilthough I have no reason to doubt thy affi^ctioH 
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for thy relatives in this land, yet it is comfortal)l6 
to know, that amid all the fluctuating scenes of 
busy life, a correspondence remains with us not 
a little interesting. The health of our family is 
nearly as when I wiote last. Our little Ann con- 
tinues dehcate, but I have some hope she will 
outgrow her disease in time. When I say I 
have hope, I don't wish to be understood as anx- 
ious about her recovery; for should He who 
gave her see meet to take her away, I believe it 
could not be a grief to know that we had one 
child in Heaven ; and should He raise her to 
health and maturity, my prayer is, that her life 
may become a scene of devotion to Him and his 
cause on earth. I took her with me to Philadel- 
phia, and attended tlie several sittings of the 
Yearly-meeting, except one. It was large, and 
divinely favored with a good degree of harmony, 
in which it concluded, with one sitting on Sixth- 
day. I was made glad in visiting J. W., to see 
the happy alteration in two of her children, and 
to hear of that of one more ; but with what aug- 
mented joy could my heart congratulate her, to 
behold another dear and interesting member of 
the family, even the head, retuim in simplicity to 
the Father's fold. Religion always appears 
lovely, but pecuHarly so in the youth ; and not- 
withstanding all the subtle arguments of tho 
enemy against a plain dress, I believe it not only 
an ornament, but a great safeguard to the wearer^ 
when accompanied with consistency of conduct 
and deportnient And setting it is a time of great 
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ecanmndiQii wiSioat; atSme diat VilV^' lUke mH 
only the enrtfa, but th&keayetia also"— not only 
tlie sandy foundation of men, but- also the fate 
heavens in which many are trusting. How im* 
portant is it that we rally to the invinciUe standi 
ard ; that we come down ii'om the false hei^esm^ 
the unsubstflOitial heights of vain speeukdc^s itt 
teligion, and centre inward to the pure princif^ 
of ruth, the one ^ thing needlul, whereby we 
iiiall tie enabled to ^d the path (^ which it is de^ 
dared) that ** the wayfaring man, though a fec^, 
cannot err therein/' I spent some time Jvery 
pleasantly with our cousins R. S. and D. C, at 
the house of cousin J. B., in whose situation I 
have felt deeply interested : greatly coveting 
that he may become a willing subject in the day 
of the Lord's power j for unless he does, I fear 
it vnll be by a heavy stroke in mdgmeiit fee vrlB 
have to bow. Mother informed thee of his late 
lose in his wife. I staid in his flunily most of 
the time while in town, and though some cir« 
camstances rendered it trying, I was lb^6red with 
a comfoiti^le belief that. I was not out of my 
place in being with hint at that tinie^ I have 
juBt had the perusal of aunt M. H.*s letter, but 
it being at a time when my mind was under con* 
•iderable exercise, and soihe time i^o, that I be* 
lieve I cannot at {^resent give thee any particular 
flEccount of their utuation.' I hepe mou wilt 
eofitinue to dierish those sentimetits thou hmt 
expressed, relative to our dear brother's l^t 
bourse and that \^e mayunitediy ptofltJ by the 
4 
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•mniil Mlwciu. I feftl fi ucg'ixso of gndatucM not 
to be expt^aeed, in diat an unBbaken belief it 
granted me of bis bappy admiaaen into tbe rest 
of tbe rigbteous. • . f • I consider 

die MuiM» dangerous dictators, in tbat tbey axe 
M9t to awaken ^e feelings, and raise or sink tbe 
ideaa too nuicb, in ptc^rtion as tbe subject i« 
animating or otiierwise. It is from a sense of 
ibis dangenms. quality, tbat I bave lopg since for^ 
bom all interconise witb tbem ; dadcdso tbe pe« 
toM\ of all kinds ^ patbetic poetry ; yet I vrmk 
BOt to be undaratood aa condemning it. * ^ 

■ M. S. 



LETTER XL 

S^Mmryy 6th mo. 29, 1820. 
Dkar Baoivcsi : 

It is neitber beeause iby^ letter of the lltb 
tdtisno wa& not duly received nor well considei^, 
iktal I bave not answered it socmer ; but I find it 
diflfenlt to perform tbe duties of wife,.mo^er 
and rister, at all times. I may now infomi thee 
<iur family is in usual health; our little Ann is 
stitt Jiving, and m»iicb better than for some time 
past, but does not thrive. Thou beard, perhaps, 
that I todc b^r to Philadelphia in the spring, ia 
order to attend tbe Yearly-meeting, and was well 
satisfied in so doing ; though, through much bu* 
naa reasomng, I feundit a considerable trial, yet 
on my return, I could say I lacked nothing. I 
was ^ad of tbe intelligeiice tbee gave me con* 
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timing the late Annaal mdeting of Vew^Yca^ 
and as thoa hast (^ned tbe subject of the labota 
c^ the gospel mesBengois* I may ventare to givm 
my views on it. I think we read that those wh© 
" staid by the stuff, divided the spoil with those 
who pursued the enemy/' We also read, that 
he who entered the vineyasd a^ the eleventh 
hour, received the same wages as he who bore 
the burthen in the heat of the day. Therefore 
I believe the reward we shall hei^AAer i^ee^re* 
win not be preportionedto the magnitude of the 
trork we perform, so nmdk as to the £ftkiifhlti'esrt 
widi which we perform it ; and that the omisMoii 
of known duty, in a single point, be it never so 
•mall, will add as much to our condemnation in 
die gredt day ^of account, as that ci anoth^^ 
diough he neglected at refUsed a mission to a 
great city. We all have dudes to perform ; somtf 
•eve chosen for ressels of peculiar honor in the 
Lord's house> that is die milkant <^nr^, and 
there only do I ima^e the degrees of honor are 
varied, but that tl^ faithful of what class soever 
they mtif be on earth, wiU all be placed on the 
ri^ht hand of the good Shepherd, when done 
with time. But when favored with a right View 
of things, I see and feel ihe awfol importance of 
this fsidifiilness, and that we not <mly willingly 
obey v^^n directed, but like the young man in 
die Gki^l, w© eamesdy enquire, What lack I 
yet 1 — sold finding it comparable to great posses* 
sidns, something very near and dear to be paited 
with, that we do not tura away sorrowful, hul 
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pki0§yw 'dieerfii^y to pye it up, befievipg ttet 
BO^ing will be requii'e^ of us ibaC it would be 
liest f«r ' us to haye> or that we will not be enabled 
10 surrender. ♦ ♦ , ♦ ♦ ♦ . 

., ' . M. S. ■• 



LE^'TER XIT. 

SoUhury, 9th mo. 5, 1820. 
pSAR Ungi^b anp Aunt : 

. The account cousin E. gave me of the situa* 
tion of yoiu: &mily, awakened a just degree of 
sympathy for you. I am sorry to hear of aunt's 
afflk^tion erf body-^^-ralso of Hannah's poor heakh-i 
but such is the.natyre of the tenure by which wo 
hiold our possessions here, subjeet to various de^r 
grees of trial $ and I think I may say» happy iat 
«8 when ^ose trials afi^t the body only, and the 
mind is presei-ved in the pioper s|^re. I have 
often loKHied toward uncle ^th something of a 
desire to receive a line from him ; but believing 
dae i^ivation is in best wisdc^at, I desire to en- 
dure that, with all others oi the like nataure, as 
Itf^ll as many of even a more proving one, with 
tius pat^l^ce a Christian oughi^-^hopmg the Di- 
irine hand, may not spare, nor his eye pity, till all 
within me that His controveroy is against (and 
which I know to be much,) be utterly done away ; 
that the heat of the furnace may not abate tiH 
not only the dcoss, but the lepn^Mite silver, b^ 
consumed ; and, dear friends, pray for me that I 
9iay endure to the end. 
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Iti Ig^ng over diis, it s&emA tike com^lnkRtig, 
or magnifying little trials into great ones, wbidi 
I believe woald not be approved by tbe good 
Master, -wto^ I am perraaded, afflicts not vril^ 
U^ly. 

Last week c^ir Quarterly-meeting was^beld. 
It WBB large. Mig^ womem fnends not belong- 
ing thereto appeared in testimony. Elisabeth 
Wi^er was one of the ntimber. • • • 

M. 8w 



' ' LETTER XIII. 

8elehury^ 6ith mo. 21, 1821. 
Oea& BsoniKft} 

AfW locUog several times ia vain for thy 
fiorivaly I at length received tiby l^ter as a sub- 
stitute. * * * • I am a gi«at 
meralizer, tnr ilather spiritualizer) on those oe- 
^ttlfrenoes; therefiire I cannot, without losing xoj 
wonted guard, say, *' What a pity l" ^* A dMtd- 
fid, aceidentl" 0t easy o£ t^iose expeesstons dnt 
seem to dettole teffret oralarm, unless m csms 
where the moral or- retigious depositions of a 
j>^aon appear to be endangered ; but so, £u: fi:^(»i 
Ut that y^hem I hear of oceunenees that the gane- 
raSty of peoo^ look upon as aecideiits or mi» 
jfbirtunes, I dTtea find my mind turned to the 

Seat FixM Cause, silently to confer whether 
B has ncAs^Kie wise and benevol«2t purpose, in 
permitting those oasuakies thikt almost (£uly a{)«> 
pear in neaghbarheoda, or among acquaintabcefl^ 
4* 
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aometimef visiCiQg with BidasoM, Iosm aiul 
erosses of vicious kinds, in owe sanguiaa. puiBOCK 
^ the things of time : all which, if they are not 
rebuljEen lor nnfaithfulnesg, ingratitude, or diso- 
bedience, may at least serve as mild and gentle 
hints, to remind us <^ the inconstancy and unsa- 
tisfactory tenure c^ every thing that can undergo 
a change. And haf^y, yea, blessed and thrioe 
happy, when thes^ things serve to open our eyes 
an4 direct our minds and affections to the excel- 
lency, the consolation and peace, that are to be 
found in the unchangeable truth ; in a reliance on 
that wonderful Being, who sustains the work- 
manship of His hands, ^nd whose providence 
overrules all contingencies! So* interesting, so 
vdmiraUy cakulated to soften tb0 rough and un- 
even voyage of human life, is SUch a reliance on 
and faith in the Lord, I would that all the hu* 
man race might be brought to know and expe- 
Tience it for themselves. My spirit is often 
melted within me into tenderness, and tears in- 
volustaniy dim my eyes, wImu I look ovet send 
conten^late the a}^>arem situation of the youths 
that imeresting part of the human family, diat of 
kui)0r times seems to have entwined round my 
beart and afTeeticniB, in such a mam^r that aM 
liiat i» capable within me of ieeling, »: moved in^ 
asdent desirea that th^ might bocome enamored 
of the blessed tnidi*— might have their eyes 
opened to see the beauty of holmesa, and that 
the ftisdnating aSlnrements of this world might 
be tarnished in their view, in sudi a SMxmer tJbat 
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lim eotii of vwmif sbovld lio kmger Md tlram 
in that cveel boada^ tbat now enthrals mBjif^ 
ymi» yeiy many of them. What a diiBferent a»- 
peet would things wear among mankind, weie 
tius Uie .skttatk)n of alL These would be ne 
Reading e^msesfbr th»^ time or the otiier unner 
cessarj pitrauit dr indt^gencey no looking at the 
mMBO^ of othexB^ or fearii^ the opinion of the 
wevkU • (Dould we but live in the liberty of truth, 
we should be rB»ed abore all the davish ^ears 
that we'«re encompassedl with, and could fi?eely 
speak and act as becon^s radonal creatures, 
lormed with excellent esidowment, and ^or no 
less purpose than serving and bringing glory to 
tbe King <^ Kings. I know not how it is tbat I 
have thus enlarged on the subject, but as it is, I 
leave it ; and with briefly stating we are all weM 
as usual, I bid thee farewell. M. 8. 



. LETTER XIV. 

SoUbwty, 9th mo. 23, 1821. 

Dear \ 

Thine of 8lh month 24, came duly to hand, 
and I was glad to hear of thy health and welfare. 
i should, perhaps, have answered it sooner, but 
receiving it on the eve of leaving home — not on 
an eoicuTsion (^ pUaswrej as some do— for five 
days, but for that letjgth of time devoted to a bet- 
ter cause. I attended the different Monthly-meet- 
ings below oijr own, and Newtown meeting on 
First-day foUowingj since which time I have 
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been tamiHij e«iplo]f!ed biatwem my MiigiottH 
my «octal and dcnxi^stio dotteSb I mmjmSatm 
tihee, myself and family enjoy very good heakb | 
snd if thy heakh fttood in need of die sea In^eec^ 
perlM^s it was well to attend to it ; but t suppose 
It nnxst have bees a conaderaUe esipease of tiin^ 

and money to take '*■ , in thy way to it* I 

know bnt Httle of die a»al character of ^ eo«ft<> 
pany thou went to accomnuM^tei but I loveto^aee 
men, as they are vei^ktg beyond the meridian ef 
youth, «vinc8 to the W(M:ld a conscioiunesa «f 
their true dignity, by abstaining from a voluntary 
mixing with the light and thou^tless classes o£ 
younger years. As I could not well paes by that 
part of thy letter without iiotice« I have just gives 
thee my candid ophvion df it, wad leave it to thy 
more serious hours to digest* M. S. . 



LETTER XV. 

' 8olehu/ry, 12th mo. 16, 1821. 

Dbau Uncle and Aunt* : 

• • • * * I am always 

glad when t feel the liberty and find a way to 
Visit my friends in a social way, but I believe it 
necessaiy to be very cautious now we mix visits 
of this sort with those of duty, especially to pro- 
longing the time that duty requires. tJnder 
these kind of reflections I have suffered consi- 
derably, through and since my late visit, inso- 
much that my heart has seemed to recoil at the 
remembrance thereof; but thiougb divine mercy, 
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I Imwe not €<^t tme doubt rdipecting the rectkniie 
of goiag to Mtend ^re Yearly-meedog. I fasre 
a3ao lieen favoted, atlength, to settle in the quiet, 
aad believe I was endeavormg to accommodate 
myBeHf in die way that would best suit my bus* 
buid's couryemience, Slid tfa9t iierbttps there was 
too vnu^ of the cimtiirely will alive, wishiBg 
for gxeater dungs than was nieet for me at that 
tnne« ' 

I haff^ often diougbt of the convefsation that 
passed the evenmg before I left yeu ; sAd some 
expressions of uncle Thomas Tenndu with me« 
diough I then felt no dispodtion nor ability te 
notice tbein. The great depravity, if I may so 
eaill: it, that seems to pervade thd^ minds of 
Fijends^ and diei unedifying conyersation tha^ 
MneraKy oeci^ies die dme if 'one goes to visit a 
mend or nei^abor, is what I often lamei^ in 
aaoret ; but as we seem to ha?ve been created 
social beings, and capable of deriving great ad* 
vantage from society, Ibave not yet thought it 
right to withdraw d>erefrom, at suitable seasons. 
And though we may have to suffer in secret, it 
may son^eljiiaes be a benefit to us to do so ; and 
there may be some advantage, again, in being 
as it weiBy driven to the wan^tower on such oc- 
cajBsons. 

isT MO. 13, 1822. — ^Having vnitten the pre- 
ceding some weeks $ince, and finding no convey- 
ance, therefor, it has lain dormant, as it were ; 
and I may own that a kind of aversion to appli- 
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Mison of flA8 kind, has in great measmv pre-i 
vented me ^m adding^ thereto. I hwm^ widi 
tiie exoeption of cme week devoted to ib% at- 
tendance of all our Montiiij-HieetingSy al86 lbs 
Qotrteri jHBeettng, been tnery industaioasty^ eii« 
gaged, mosdy in mjrfkimly^ sinoe I caane hooM^ 
rising early and lying down late, and being f^ 
voted with unosojEd ability to> 'perform tite noqni* 
site duties pertaining thereto. I have mostly 
ttored witb abusnty of heart; nerenhekss my 
desiro has be«i, that no earthly ti^ either smatt 
or greats may withhold me from yiekfog t» 
known duty,^ or IhateQ my mind impropei^to 
Aingsbfelow. • • • • • 

I now desire to be kindly remembei^ to 
dear E. Pu^-; tiie little time I speiit with her ott 
my way to West Grove seeined to iost^ a kind 
of new li^ into my then tried mind. My love> 
tinited to that of my fansband, is to dadh 'cff jmm 
and to your familjr. M. ^. 



LET TEE XVI^ 

Sokhtiry, 2d mo. 25, 182!^. 
DsAR Brothbr: 

Thy letter of Idtfa month last, though yet un« 
answered, was duly received and valued ; and as 
I had nothing particular to inform thee of, I have 
deferred writing till now. Thy conceptions of 
the difficulties it is possible to surmount, when 
actuated by a sense of duty, are very just ; and 
my desire is, that thou mayest come to know 
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them y^fied in iky (jfwh expeoenee ; for what- 
ever are the straits a^d difficulties to pass through 
— »the narrow prejudices of a world (which com- 

rnehendeth not the, way) that are to be braved — 
will yet prefer tJie narrow path cf truth to all 
^int can be emoyed in the broad way, though 
nmltipHed to a htmdred foM. 

The deep sense of weakness that I felt prevl- 
0119 t6 jsetting^ out for New- York, together with 
various circumstances attending, v^s such as to 
require somediing of an experimental feeling of 
#ie saying of our hlei^sed Lord, v^hen strongly 
tempted ! " It is written, man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every Word that proceedetn 
out of the moui^h of Go^*^ The sympathy and 
fellow-feeling that I met* with there, in some that 
wore personal strangers 'to me, I have numbered 
among none of the lea^ of the blessings that 
bave attended my short lifejf and I returned 
home* with the satisfaction of having done what 
f believed my duty. 1 had the same feeling on 
Ihetttming from Baltimore, and though I consider 
k a favor that in both these journeys my Jot was 
cast wherfe I had one relative, whose countenance 
was somewhat like a shield among strangers, yet 
$kat, in neither case, had any weight in the scale 
q£ my duty in going. ■ M.S. 
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LETTER XVII. 

Solehwry^ 5th mo. d, 1822. 
Deak Brother : 

Thine of 3cl month 12, though duly receiYod, 
and afifording me a degree of satisfaction, th^ 
nature of my engagements, both oj[ hands and 
heart, hath hitherto prevented me from answer- 
ing. In truth, writing has become ahnost im- 
practicable with me, having no life left in relating 
the common occurrences of things in general, 
and being greatly shut up from the privilege of 
writing or speaking of those things wherein my 
soul only delighteth ; that I sometimes look on 
myself as having a dispensation of silence com? 
mitted to me, wherein I often find it nece80aTy 
to sigh for preservatiop in the faith, and in the 
patience. I attended our late Yearly-n^eeting to 
satisfaction, which I believe was aiavore4 one tp 
many, though I was not permitted to partake 
much thereof; but in notae degree to feel thf 
earnest of repeated petitions for preservation^ a* 
under the hoUo^ of the Holy hand ; sitting ,a 
silent spectator of the d^ansactions of the meet* 
ing, wherein I think I never saw more of an e^* 
ercise prevalent for the restoration of the Society^ 
vocally expressed. We had the company pf 
Ann Almy, Jemimah Keos, and several other 
women Fiiends from a distance, mostly from the 
Eastward. We had also the company of George 
Withy in our department on Sixtn-day morning, 
who, in an awakening manner, revived the pro- 
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|Awt^B exposCHls^on with tbe ctJaugBters of liw 
peopled, fbr dieir pride in adorning theinsehrea; 
Thy hint tespecting affaird in the religions de^ 
]Nnrtment'i» lamentable indeed^ itisomuch diat f 
laid in my heart, •» Ala« for our. beloved Society, 
#ha* trill becoitie' of itt" It is cause of the 
deepest sortow to me, to heltf or s^ any thin^ 
Bed rents or divisibns ainong those wh^ stand 
ttospicuoufir as way^matka amotigst us. But 
tlic^e muMi be a cause; — truth and error, Hght 
and darkness, do not and csmnot dwell together* 
I fear that E. H. has had a severe trial or trialef 
. tia encounter.^ If tho«i can give me^ any Ikvorablo 
account of things, I hope't^ou wilt do it soon ; 
but I think I would rather jiot hear the names of 
individuals. M. S, 



LETTER XVIJI. 

Dear BnorrBsv: * 

' I received lMne6f the 4th inst Ia$t evening f 
t^AB glad to find thou wast recovering thy hea^, 
and felt a glow of gratitude to the nurses, who^ 
ever they- wei^f tiiat had paid so much' attention 
to a stranger in a stmngje land, comparatively 
apealdng« The nmfgrm good health thou ap' 
pears to have enjoyed, may* well be numbeted 
among the richest t^smgs ten^rarily bestowed 
hy the bountiful Oiver of all good ; but as thoil 
observes, those didjpensations called by the great 
lnilk< of manUnid affliictioiia, are nofr i* realky^ 
5 
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io^h^ biit.that they are benevdbhdy diqpenacij 
or penmtted for the trial of faith, for reprooft of 
instruction, and sometimes for oonreotion or chas- 
tisement of sin i^nd transgression; and for wfaMbr 
cause soever they are inflicted, happy are wa^ it 
lye yield our hearts to the jtist appreciation of 
them ; as I believe they wiU be tro^nired up a* 
visitations of divine mercy to the soul; sndt If 
slighted and rejected as sudi, may appear agaiJMit 
us in the day of account. Undoubtedly, di6 
Seai^cher of hearts best knows in what way td 
deal with us» and the different dispensations of 
His hand are, no doubt, sliced to the difieremfe 
dispositions of pftankind* M. S. 



LETTER XIX. 

Solehurjf, 2d mo. 2, 1823. 
Dear Broth** \ ' 

Ladt night I n^ceived thine of 1st month 28| 
for the contents of which I am m^ttdi obfigod to 
thee, as they telate to aa interesting subject; but 
in styling our dear fiiend '' head of the church,'* 
there is an error, perhaps-only of the pen ; as ouv 
Saviour told his disciple *' One is ypur mastery 
even Christy and aH ye are brethren." There 
has been much, and perhaps still Is much said 
eonceming Elias Hicks' doctrine; but I am so 
firm a believer that I haye ftot been shaken, I 
think, in the leasts though I did not get to hear 
Inm at idl when last amongsit us. I believe ifr 
miutbe h^BX for ustQ bt disputatieas on subjectt 
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«f 8 reii|;]bt£riifttm«( albndy eUc&pi vitge^ hj feei- 
ings of neces^Vy* where the honor of truth, and 
marateitaiiee of the blee^d catise thereof, de- 
mand our seminients; and Me», let not prejudice 
feHnd, nor the £rar df man prevent the declara^ 
tion <^ diem-* / I have somettmes to view the 
actions of mankind with a kind of astomshment 
and awe, when finally injlnind centres in this 
conolusion : ** We mm$t jfeave ally and come out 
tfif all''-*-**s6eiD^ thatnodiilig can be relied on but 
truth, and its everlasting" source. The late trane^ 
actions in iPhHadeli^ia seem to haVe aroused the 
people pretty muck, aUd many have set about 
searching the ancient wiitmgs of Friends, whicli 
iiave been found to eoincide with E. H.'s doc- 
trine to satisfacticHi* I notice thy kind proposal 
to furnish mio with copies of Ae transaction, bb 
^Mwh m by at spectator ; bot as i am not waver* 
ing on the stiligeet, I sm not attxious to see ^em, 
as teiny own {Particulars M.S. 



LETTEB XX. 

;' 8oleimj,2a mo. 11,1823. 

Jx seems vwth me to give thee another token of 
toy remembrance, and to inform thee we are en- 
ic^rtg pretty good health : that is, we are all able 
to take out regular meals, sleep sound, and attend 
to oiir ordinary business ; — a favor that many, vtp 
knd down in our land, do not experience at thia 
time. Butif-thift-bed of sickness is felt to be 
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jcade b J llie bett of aB nurses^ the PkjjE^eiaii of 
value« then the siok chamber beeomes as a titde 
Bethel, and much to be ptefenied to tibe ooatinini 
round of good heal^, if the aotiidty of the body 
and the genius of the mind, hnurried or shding 
«oftly on in the ^ntme eheiuaely are puTBuing die 
bubbles of the ocean of time, heaping up tre»- 
«UBe on earth; some in aocmnulaling what is 
smiled weidth; some in puraiiul; of abundance of 
leamix^; some iu/grati^ng an almost insadahle 
thirst for gaiety, mirth and pastime ; and aoae^ 
•voiding tU «xtremea of these kinds, living so as 
to esci^ the censuxe cf the worid, or even cf 
lihose they esteem good, are yet far behind-hand 
in then: accounts with Him who sees not as mail 
Se^, and in vhose eyes they iq», perhaps, far 
Ihe most culpable of all. Of this latter cfaiss, I 
fivmetimes almost tvemble widi lear^ lest I shatt 
become one; lest throng distrust, dilBdenoe, 
^uman reasoning, fear of the world, love of eas^ 
or what cause soever, I lag behind the true guide. 
If obedience does not keep pace with knowledge, 
I shall fall under ccmdenination. 

I have been looking for a letter from thy hand» 
since we wrote last, which was. th^e fipd^p part af 
last month ; and being written in haste, was per- 
haps incoherent in some points. There has been 
much said about Elias I&ks, and some very unr 
pleasant things have occurred. Friends whom X 
highly esteemed for religious worth, have unden- 
Btood him or taken him difierjBntly from what I 
believe lie really i^ Although I did not hew 
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.kinl ftt4ill, wkile last atndttgW: tis, I liaTe a belief 
diat he is soand in the fbildamental principles, as 
pmfessed by iMa Society in the beginning. It is 
said he denies the divinity of Jesus Christ ; but I 
have all albng believed, that from his msinner^ 
tQasonJng, those heads that cotUd not contain 

Jmte as much as his, lose some vrords, v^hich* 
Hough liiey do not strike the ear vnth the same 
&rce as some others, are nevertheless of equal 
iiliportancey as they would go to qualify othercr, 
and render the thread of argument, if I may use 
tiie term, complete, ft is, however, necessary 
to be very cauUous how we hear, lor I find that 
things are greatly exaggerated, and I do hope 
it is mere throng misunderstanding than un- 
soundness, that many take the part they do. I 
wwh to hear how the matter is going oh in New- 
York. We= had the cotxipany and excellent la- 
bors of Richard Mott at oi» late Quarterly- 
aneetinff*; bat I heard he retumed hon^ immecu- 
tttriy Sifter It • ♦ • • • 



LETTER XXI- 

New- York, 6th mo. S3, 1823* 
Dear Husband : 

It is greatly in' tke iXpB$ thiit I dend this, in- 
stead of coming myself; but we did not arrive 
bete till yesterday morning at 8 o'clock* I al- 
tended both meetings in tliis city to my satisfac- 
tion : met Hannah Stokes at Hester-street, and 
5# - . - 
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vmnz boavB vvitb b«r, ia e^mpsny wkh Elivaliotli 
Hopkios^ fiistor to Beulah 'rwimxig. Tlioii 
knows my pospect of ^oiag on to Long Islandj 
but not seeing notv or m wnat way I atn to get 

Sere, I muat dwell in the Mli^ce, believing a 
ay will be made, or I shiJl be released. Bro* 
tber George pix>posed taking me there, but not 
be^g well thiB mornings we shall not ^ to-day ; 
therefui;e I commit thee and the dear ^Idren to 
the Lord, with the hope you will be pres^^ved by 
Him ; and if I ^ould not get home this weak, do 
fiot be concerned about me ; only, when thou feek 
Ihe spirit of prayer^ asl^ fcn^ my presenration. I 
baye seen the Lord's wonders in the mighi^ 
deep since I left homer .&nd I see it is ui awfbl 
day, in which everyone m^t stand upon his owa 
^undataoa. And I wouU that all might bear 
and obey the call, ** to your tents, O Israel." God 
is our tent, and in him alone we shall find safety. 
I trust you will do the best you can without mm ; 
and I shall be glad to get a letter by the tt^ 
mail after thou gets this. As to the manner of 
my returning home, 1 must leave it, and if thott 
canst give me any instructions, I will endeavor 
to attend to tbem. My kind love' to all, and to 
inquiring friends* . M. S. 

LETtER XXII. 

Bolchury, 7th mo. 7, 1823. * 
DfiAR Brother : 

After leaving thee on the wharf, I had a 
comfortable passage in the steamboat ; the Mends 
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to wbmo motke Aou tommenAB^ meipaiA every 
necessary attention. Afber dinner, J. invited 
me to accompany himself and 'wife into a cabiii 
in fixmt of tJie boat, to see a man perform what 
he called a sleieht of hand. I felt a reluctance 
to going ; b6t, mipelled by a secret something, I 
went; and after the poor creatui'e had shown his 
pitiful tricks, I was constrained to bear my testi- 
mony against such a perversion of the faculties 
given to man.' We landed safe at N. B., and I 
vras p^c^d in the stage, with my companions, 
and proceeded to Trenton, where we did ndt 
amvo till dudd I met wil^h a kind reception at 
nay friend I. S.'s. * ♦ # ♦ » 

• * Next day bad a comfortable time af: 

fethier Smith's, there being a number of childi;eii 
«nd othei^ yvho eonld not get to meeting. Thus 
thou sees how I have bean employed since I left 
Xkee, And on looking over tbe past, the trials 
and difficulties I have expmienced seem to w 
nisb, leaving no trace behind them, only tbaft 
ijiey once existed. My peace and satisfaction 
are also the same ^-^I only semeikiber I was tried, 
l^mpted, penecuted, and falsely spoken of; that 
I viras supported through and over all^ by a power 
not to be comprehended by man ; and now to 
know that I stood accountable to my Creator for 
the present actions of my lile; Oiat the past 
availet^ me nothing; without looking to the f1l^ 
bire, I only desb^ to live aa I ought the present 
moment. I* am anxious to hear from thee, how 
tliy health is in particular. Do not disguise the 
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truth in that vesp^et I also wkh to heat liovr 
a^airs go on in the city;*— I think it one of the 
moe^ interesting eras that has ever been in our 
Society — a day wherein we are called upon to 
come out of the forms and rules of mere profes- 
sion, into the life and substance of true religion. 

M. S. 



LETTER XXIII. 

Soledury, 8th moi 1, 1829* 
Dear Bbotubr : 

I reeeired thine of 7tk mondi 3, in due course^ 
and would have answered it sooner, but having 
nailed one previously theoetOf I have heen wait- 
ing with no small solicitude fix c^n answer to that, 
I was glad to hear of the amendment of thy 
health, and hope thou wih b^ careful of it ; I 
also request thou wik be candid in letting us 
know if it should decline ; and by all means to 
iofonn ns immediately if thou gets sick, Os I 
think, unless sometking materihl yras the matter^ 
I could easily iittMMl thee» Such is the abstracted 
situation of my xmndy that I feel as much at home 
in any place where 1 an drawn, as I do at vrhdk 
as called my home, and indeed much more so 
than when I am here and my mmd drawn else^ 
whera, whicJh has been much my case since I 
ueturned from N*w* York. ♦ ♦ . • ♦ 
* * I plainly perceive there are none oit 

whose faith experience, example er precMt, it 
vnll do fen: me to rely ; and I also perceive oi^re 
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Im» benr a ^imosidkm in me to confonn to the 
^ews of those I eMeemed preferable to myeeW, 
and that I brnve even bejen in danger of denying 
liie testimony, if I bat« not aemally done it, 
iBther than speak and- act in a manner contrary 
to those views. Tfaer^sre, seeing tbe awfid 
▼ortex from which I haYe been preserved, I feel 
the importance of firm adhei^ce to what I now 
believe to be my duty; and under this head 
is comp^;i9ed. a faithful testTmony against all un- 
righteousness and worldly lust, die greatest de- 
cree oi which I ci^nceive to be robbing God of 
Kia just due, and giving that honor to ihe orea- 
Kure that belongs to tis» Creator only. I may^ 
^rhaps, be thought pointedly severe ; but know- 
ing the integrity of my motives, I must leave dim 
jga n seyiance to all*wise diseiedon. I am £sr 
irom judging i^ who do. not cotne oat decidedly, 
M» I believe I must If they aie not yet called 
:apon in this way, I have nothing to do with cob^ 
^mning them. My prc^r sphere of action is 
in the vineyard of my own beait, a|id there I 
^ire to be found daily laboring. I never fd( 
myself so much at liber^, aer so much release! 
from what I may call the concerns of other peo- 
ple ; but let no one imagine Ais Hberty has been 
«tept into at once out of the world ; it is the su9> 
ceeding stage in the iChristtan oonrse, to long «nd 
.deep imprisonment, insomuch diat I have some- 
times thotight ny lot waa to be as 3 (Am the Bap^ 
lisCy Vfhq ended his days in prison. But thanks 
thfl^liteliven^ of mah, 1 was not consumed m 
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the day of tariff, nor wss^mj faiili suflfeved to 611 
under deep proving. I can iJierefore say to 
others, from a degree of experience, ** it is good 
to trust in the Lord, and in the might of his 
power, that though $(mt)ws may continue all the 
night, joy cometh in the moiming." ;M« S. 



LETTER XXIV. 

SoUhury, 8th mo* 21, 1893. 
*DEAit Bbothbb : 

* * ♦ ; ♦ I will now recur to thy 
letter of last month. To some of the contents I 
gave a partial answer in my last ; hut vnth regaid 
to a re&yna in our Society, I helieve iit as impoti- 
jiS)le in the present istate of things, for it to come 
tpiietly and peaceably about, as for a new birtli 
to take place in a >o(nmipt hettlt without the sen- 
sible perc^tion thereof. At present, I seem te 
see nothing about who will resign, or who vnSL 
be diiaowned ; but my belief has become strengtli- 
ened, yea, I diink confirmed, that the true chtiroh 
aoallitant never can be governed by human laws j 
ibut that this diurch never will exist in a body on 
earth—*-! am unwilling to suffer such an idea. 
iNay, the eye of my mind rolls on to future agei^ 
<when no partition walls shall stand betwixt maA 
mbA man ; when the sonl^ shall be the only objeet 
of attention '; when form, or color of the skin» 
shall not stand as ban3€H*s in the way of that 
fi^eedom man was cheated with a capacity to hcM 
end enjoy. And Qvto gveet st^ toward i^s 
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would be, ibr iiiaiikiiid to l>e<$oiti6 convinced th^t 
religion is one of the Simplest things in nature ; 
that it is nothing mote nor less ttian obedience to 
the dictates of Ae divine spirit ; that it is equally 
lAdditn the reach of all, and that v^e all stand on 
an equaKty in sight of our Creator, till we volun- 
teily i^ink euvselves below the common* lievel by 
departing f&jftik His law, which is obeldience and 
love. The enemy, which I believe to be the car- 
nal reasoner m man, has long held its captives^ 
under the ie^iprehenskm that it is prestiniption t6f 
believe that every solkary individnal is designed' 
for an instturaent ef good; and to Taring glory t& 
the Almighty Creator. Ac the same titne, thisT 
Hbh prMluces eittcts directly contrary to true hu* 
m^ty. It malieB m net those benevolent beings 
wbo are ready to ^ a good c^ce to a fellow- 
croatuM at any timte. Nay> it mcdies us only ob- 
8l9(piious to^the loivr, groveling propeui^i^s odf^crcd^ 
eoRunt incMnatiowi and desn*es. I believe th^se 
irilMmaatttly e^ist sunoog the profbBSors of khe kwf 
for sadi I esteem formalists in religioli, v^, ibt' 
want of fadthfulnesB in that dispensation, are like 
ancient Ii»*ael, wandering backward and forward 
in the wilderness, instead of doming out as po« 
HsiMid instruments, under the gkmous dispensa- 
tion of the gospel. 

. I may now inform iJiee I expctet to make a 
cdkttiderable exoursiofi^ of which I had a view 
bdbre* I left New-YoA, ibough a partial one. ft? 
iito pay a general visits in serial love, to all my 
eoimexiotis, Mends s^ ax^uadntalMies, in Chesiier 
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ooimty, MCarylaBcl* end pefhape yirgrmia. I^Ml 
£ree to gsk Cliark» to aeoetiupany me in such m 
Tuit, this liall, soon after I came koroe. II0 
thought it would n^ be convenieiit for him tift 
winter ; and there the matter settled, and i 
seemed tQ be pretty easy, as it lay at audi a dia^ 
t^ce i for truly I yet love too weH to ]Mit thea? 
tilings off as long as possible. But my mind ba» 
not be^n settled here, nor have I found rest fbit 
the sole of my £iQK>t| in the enjoyment of my &•' 
mily. After a close conflict last week, whereis 
t^e deprivation of aosae of my children seemed 
psresented to my Tiew, and J was oTen mada 
willing to say, **npt my will) but thine, be Amipf'^ 
light gradus^y arose on the imnaediate perfomi^ 
aace ot that visit; and aftw vepeated desires fbir 
a clear manifestation heroism it op^ns OA-settiilg 
out next week» I expect $0 be abaeAt tom 
weeks ; bat I am led So much like a oUld tfitat I 
do tiot know eaough to make poai<^ calouiattona 
at alL I stand simply iBMgned to be led at ansr* 
time and aay where the Master pleaaeth. I spent 
a few hours yesterday at Edward Hicks's, in 
Newtown^ He cca&plained of feeling poorly and 
low-spirited, bu4 manifested.^^ nmch life in the 
cause of religion, that I was much streiMdi^ied? 
for I stand so much alone here, that I feel an 
ajmoat constant depresnon. There is sudi an 
outcry for stillneta, camtim, wad^'dam'tgo taQfom^l 
that in fact I thiidc matiy.4ct ^ore U^e Ii^dels 
than believers in the piel^ioUs life within. And 
truly^ it is very plain to me> tbar he< who believelb 
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iA the imvatd gvfAth aad y^t^oth not sttmd to 
die mcHUtioiis theveof, r^er than^ to the yrim 
Bnd prudent maxima of thia world, ia woine tha» 
he th«t belieyeth not in aueh a teacher. Itia 
alao aaid in Scripture, the fearful and unhelievin^ 
are to have their portion together. M. S» 



LETTER XXV. 

DsAit Husband : 

* .f * Iwm x#newedly cqufinaed in 
the Mief, thatl nraatr become as a'weaned child 
firom tbe in^^etkkf and entkely depeadent on the 
pure BiiUi of the Divsae Werd, that is aUe to 
^eeate all things anew within me. I hare felt 
my mind ftequeat^clothed vnik desires for thy 
jmd the chil^s^s praa^ration, Betenly in my 
absence, but at aQ times. Yet, to sufler my 
thoui^hts often to dwell om the outward drcnm^ 
etances of the family, I fiad would be like pal^- 
mkmg qC forlndden fruit. I thetefoiw endeavor 
lo leave all to the disposal of Divine Piovidemee^ 
fiiBy believing He is able to bless or Mast o«r 
:w<k'ks, as our hearts are ibnnd te be sincere or 
aot in bis sight; andknowiiiglfaatHeseesus aa 
we really are, I leave mankind to say what they 
will» and }Hess forward in humUe trust that m 
He has hitherto been mf e^y and defence^ He 
will continue to be my duwctw, if I Io(A rightty 
ia Him. i am eadeavorieg to gei^ eveiy 
«venue of mgr heait s^^aiost the entraaee of 
6 
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Biuti^ty for 4i^ family ; feoriitg^ if freely admili 
ted, it would deeitroy my comfort, and mig^ 
hereby be a means of frustrating the designs of 
Dinne Wisdom respectkig me. M. S. 



LETTER XXVI. 

^ Witt Nottingham^ 9th mo. 14, 1823. 
Dear BiCother : 
Thine of tlte ^th of last month, together with 
, the examination of G. W.'s address, came to 
hand a few minutes before I left home, which 
Vras on the ISth ult. I ^ass ov^r the various 
trials that my mind experienced preinous'thereto» 
«thd also since, as somethtng calculated raider t# 
instruct me in the way of redemption from thts 
world, the cui^oms, maxhhs and <^nionk there^, 
than to entertain or edify another. Suffice it te 
say, I left home with only the staff of Faith for 
support 5 a reHance on internal light, for a guide 
and dhrecior. ' And here I must observe, what a 
striking proof it is of^the insiaUHty of mankiii^ 
4nd the powerful effectis of the px<e}udice of edu* 
cation, that a people,, the foundation of whos# 
systematic faMc wias this same light, shouM 
have so far degenerated, as inlife and conduct te 
deny the efficacy and sufficiency thereof. But 
flfuch degeneracy is in the very nature of things, 
and the proneness of the hutman heart to seek 
for outward support, I believe will continue to 
ovei^pi^ad the eaarth, wh^is th» true militaflft 
<^uieii is believed to r«K on any l}iiiiglike rules 



d by Google 



nmA orders, that must be 8u;qH>Tted by bocKes cS 
people. Abd tiM .a more general roanifestatxcm 
0f that hi^ier diepensatioii that has already 
dawned on the mind of some, deep, very de^ 
win btf the baplism of many. That this highec 
dispensation wiD adrance, I am^ &11y confirmed, 
when the swtn^^ that di¥id»ig instrument, shall 
be beaten mto a |))eqg^iditf e; and the ^>ear, that 
pieiiees to tlM quiKk,into a jprutiing hook. The 
mtemal eyes of some are already opened Co b^ 
bold the de^ mys^rioos meaning of. thesei 
lhiBgs,.as reaching .beyimd an allusion to a mere 
eessatktt of ontward hbadlities* And as a happy 
prelude to^tbat blessedr day, 1 look upon the con* 
fiiffiion, tiwaing add ^Tertumiing amongst m^n in 
Ae present day rbeHeTing that when tbe old.hea* 
vew and tke old earth shall be rplled i;^ and 
** vwush like ftB^rolI/' that the new heayens and 
the new earth will i^peerto lun aetonished worlds 
]^ee,,that it will appear as a ^morning without 
clonidd, having neither spot mxr wrmUe tb^:«nib 
At the approach of that day, I fear some will, 
like the faycnred pec^le of 0ie Lord formerly, be- 
lieving as they did, that ha^ng Abraham for tbeir 
fether, and die law of Moses for their guide, they 
were on the sure fo^ndation, — theren);i:e reject 
the truth, in its new form of appearing. But 
tnethinks I worfld" not shrink from ant sirfFeririg 
that may be meted to me, if happily I might be 
a meand of petsuading any to stand resigned, and 
ready to be moulded into any shape the great 
Potter may see fit to^ fashion them hx. O^ that 
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«11 niiy bewiM of that stablx^n^ ereatniteljf 
seal, tkct is built ob the emmple and precept of 
^mrforefadiers;, instead c^ an experimental know* 
lectoe of the trotb in outsehres. Hailing tasled 
and handled of these things myself, I know wfiaf 
I write ; but as I believe diou wik not feel oon« 
ic»o«8 of hamig acted undet' the infineaee of tk$X 
tm\, dMit wik n<^ take that sentenoe to thyaolC 
* * * ♦ I enjoy myself pretty 

well here in a social way, but &e gloomy fog m 
«iipeTBtition and prejndioo is enough to make die 
«Qul sick with in^anngits sapors ; and methinki 
I would gladly retire with iliy fainily into some 
kmely desert, where the moiwaAal stite of capd^ 
^vttted man might no longer be preeenttomy 
eyes. Bnt I strive to become wilHng to endure 
my aUetled portion of sniffimaff ; oteti remem* 
betiiig what die Saviour sufiered for us. I must 
cut short, incondi»iing diis with love to all-in a 
j^artieular manner the sincere hearted ; and de^ 
flireftviheres^radonof allodiers. M. & - 



LfiTTER XXVIL 

B(Mmn-€, 9th mo« 17, 182a 

♦ » • • Though ^jr mind has 
been deeply tried, my fs^th has not failed. But 
euch is the tenure of my standing, that I fin4 
it dangerous to look backward or forwar^p 
and above all, to look outward; but in hu- 
mility I can say, if I tnusi perisb,,it may b» well 
be in endeavoring to gain the kingdom, as in 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



uvuipjiijj iLiMiii^ I p I u mmm^r^^w^^^i^mmfi^iv^^^m 



Mmding ini a fbke te&t, m^oli I &lly believe « 
tfustbg in any <^ tbe expeneBoes or (^niom of 
other people^ wc^d W to me^ In trust that Pn>- 
Yideliee.wiU be a pn^atey to fiiee and the chU^ 
dji^esft^ I bid -pm farewell* M. S. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

X)ear HysaANP : 

* *,*. * * I **^ ^^ usual 

health, axid £eel my faind much relieved from the 
^pievpus buriheu of traditional prejudice. I have 
hiid my notions of distijuetion in the dust. The 
Qpinion of loan is of no consequence to me» as 
respe^tff myself, and my only desire is that I may 
he Kept low and humble ii^ the sighl; of Godi 
That ^e will accomplish his pwp designs con- 
cerning n^e, i have no doubt, if I do not prove 
refractory, and fly from His hand. Each night 
when my head rests op the pillow, a secret desire 
arises from my heart to the Preserver of all, fqt 
xhy preservation ; and in this 1 rest, for I know 
that pf ourselves we can do nothing, and that 
** unless the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain." M. S. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Solebmy, 11th mo. 6, 18S3. - 
Ihuit BuornEA : 

. I have been lookifig for a letter fromf thee, but 
lonsideiing lihott, p^hap0> does not know I have 
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weHnmeA hmae, I hnwo not Veen disaMoiiicei 
tmidi in net gettittg one. After a tour or almoit 
^gkt weekfly I returned on Ftftti-dayy tiie ^3d of 
la^ montky having been itmaced wiih health of 
body and serenity of mind : timt notwitfastanding 
the dark doud of o^^pontion and prejudice rolled 
over my head, yet,my«ouL was centred in 
•confidence in the Supreme Power in which I 
trusted. And though ontwaitl commotions shook 
'Overy thing that could be shaken, still die rock of 
ages being my only defence, I was enabled to 
repose in peace benes^ its mighty shadow. My 
iamily also was preserved in health during m^ 
absenoe. The books thou last sent, caiiie safefy 
to hand. The one in re^ly to G. W.'s ^rewaD 
address, I left with Charles, but hare read it since 
my return, with a good deal of interest, deeming 
it well calculated to counteract the influence m 
ihe fonner. But wonderftd to obseiVe, the sta* 
denary constellations, in the old dispensatioAi 
«eem not disposed to yield to the sunerior light 
tliat has dawned, and like those sparkling lumi- 
naries, will no doubt continue to twinkle in the 
firmament of righteousness, till the powerful rays 
-of the advancing sun AbU fairly overpower the 
faititer light. Please let me know if Priscifii 
Hunt has been with you, and if she gets along 
pretty well. I feci desirous ol bearing from 
Friends at the Eastwaid ,* for truly, report is so 
much against them, that had I not been there and 
^Mtfor myself, I should perhaps bare run in 
pinion wHh the toireau But what is this new 
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<3&ipei»atioti to {noducet I feel calm in tM 
ir«fi«ctioii, that perhaps the day may eottle, whea 
like oar holy Pattem, we may be constrained t# 
su%r the scofis of the world and the ruin of re» 

Sntation therein, without opening our mouths in 
efence, but suffering silently and patiently, com- 
mit butselfes^ with our cause, to the Lord. I 
bave felt no hesitation in letting any one s^ 
those lettere ot S. Philbtiok, that was willing to 
tead them, but it is conndered somewhat lik# 
mreadtn^ poison, by those who are abeady 
alarmed Ibr the tottering peace of Society. •*— «*^ 
kas never writt*^ to me, but she is not far iLxnm 
me in apitit, and unless ahe u willingly swayed 
by the lore of popularity, I tiiink die will comti 
out i^^nly on i&e i^de of truth. I i^buld liktf 
to know whether she hae read S. P. or not, but 
it matters little. If those who feel the fid 
tveight and importance of faithfulness, only keep 
8 iringle eye to the trut^, and walk by the light 
ther^, ah obstacles will give way in due time| 
as the walls et Jaricho did to the leader and hie 
host formerly. 

I h^ve been looking over what- 1 haw ^tteni 
and find I have given thee no aooount of my visii 
aftor I vrrote thee Irom ]%dttimore, at wbidi 
plMe I spent, altogether, about ten days, which 
was, throughout, to^ satisfatstioa on toy pat| 
though the pomp and i^epemony of the city wer^ 
burdenscmse to beari I wroleakind of diary td 
my husband, wbioh thou may x^dad when uioti 
aomes over heie. • • ♦ Ivrantthea 
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IQ giY0 me a full account how you wHe gettiiig 
iJk>Dg. I uoderstand Edward Hicks has been to 
fee you. M. S» 



LETTER XXX. 

Solebur^fl^ih mo. 15,1023* 
Pbar BReTHBR : * 

! Da]^ after day has passed by since I received 
thy letter of 13th of last month, and y^ I hava 
wot aoftwened it ; for Mi;hich I h<^ thou wilt inl- 
euse me> that out of seven weeks asid three days 
•tnce I Tetumed from Chester county, I have 
been from home twenty-three days more .or lessi 
tfiat I find no excuse will avail me, from an un* 
remitted dedicaticm of time and talenis to the 
cmuse in which I have enlisted. Conc^niing 
Anna Br^thewaite, I met her in PhiladelpUa, iH 
^e Ninth month,' at Fine-street meeting, ami 
altended aft evening meeting at Arch-street, a{>^ 
pointed by her, for all the young people, who 
•hose jto attendr. At the first of these, she ww 
very clear in testimony ; but at the latter*, het 
tainistry was 'much mixed. I also heard her in 
Bahimore, on. the morning of Tenth month 5tlt» 
elear and sadsfii<^xiry,.thougfa not in a manner 
daleulated to diive ihe> enemy from his strong 
. \uiLi9, in the present d^y, so w^ as our dear P« 
H. To thy :<]ttery ooncenang our uncle I* W^ 
I can say, it wM easy emugh mr me tofi^t along 
there ; f<^ whatever nodons people of mat clasa 
entertain of th6 Lord's servants, diere is Uttle of 
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that dea£y maleiTQietaoe tx> be fetmd wmamg^ent 
tint die enemj ^f all good is fttbting up omooy 
liie higii profeBsoiB of religioti. Cousin J^ I b^ 
fieve, bma not ^miiek de^ndesoe upon Uteril 
fermft^ bat bas not eeen utr enoiiffbr to adopt» 00 
fully apprdye, all E. H.'s doctnne, tihou^ Im 
vnted mik Hm in inany tbings ; but wben opjpo* 
mx8, or oTon those wbo, Icnownig but litde iM 
fberaselves, are akemately tbe tools forettbetf 
parly, get hdd of a word ora sevdnEient fh>ii0 
suck a pevBon as ooturin J., djiey can soon blom 
k into a flaone of disunity, t^imiqgrh perhaps i* 
amounted to no mere than dtsapprofeatien of <i 
few sentences ; and M^ I believe to be ibe ikjc4 
hi' the present instance. Ooi»s3n A. P« is dew 
cUedly opposed to all fbtmal profesrioh and peiM 
Ibbnsnce. Thy judgnnrat ci (wr Nottinghani 
friends bs quite Correct, aiid I hope that no cd«» 
sideration of an interested nature wiS tndmee 
thee to ^ fhom die stamkrd di tfuth in diin^ 
mm breast. If eousin B. W. h^ broached th«f 
•abject, it becomes dtee, perhaps, to pursue il 
witti calmness and firmness. I am petsuadedi 
dfty lmt» suffered diems^fes to become tb^ 
dopes of pte^dice, misapprehension, or report^ 
and saifaedd m it^ it was not very pleasant bein^ 
dtere. Fel-hims a dear statement of our dean 
old Mrod Bj H.^l standing in Sbclety a^ hornet 
would unbend their minds a Kttle from llie conft* 
Simt6 they appear to have in the Rlf^ Honora- 
bleit hi Philadelphm. Bdt let who vntt cKnor lA 
the old sy^m, » hianaged MMMH9i9«> ^ »a^ 
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to the mammgem it will not do Ar^iose whded 
•yes are opened to see through these moonlight 
•hadovviB, to wink at. them, Or turn th^ backs on 
tfie trulh. Persecution is eroding along, anci 
HO one knows how soon he or she may be the 
dbjectof it. 

There .has been a great reviyal iat TreHtMi ; 
Aere are four young women, and a ycnith in hk^ 
toena, that appear ha the ministry ; and the cftdet 
ef Socie^ Ims been publicly violated by a select^ 
ttiember^ towards one of these. The term Sak* 
lBr« has been applied to them. Thus we see how 
Bear our doors the scene is approaching; sni 
happy, for those who, agreea^y to. the injunction 
oi the divine Master, shall see and hear theso 
things^ and not be trouUed. But before we ccHiae 
to tUs, we must experience Christ so to reign hi 
our hearts, that we are willing to give all up— 
leputiaiioBy right in Society, and all that man can 
deprive us of; and when we have nothing to 
Inse in this workt, we shall not be moved widi 
fiar and dismay at the signs of the times. 1 
iave felt my mind much drawn in unity with >ovm 
dear fiiend EUas ; his views, tB menticmed In thd 
Quarterly-meadng, are so consonant with my 
pfwn, that I can give him the right hand of feUivw* 
d^ip thezeia ; am would think it no hardship to 
go once: move to Jericho, to s^^ aad convenio 
wHhhhaa. . ^t 

I. have had A pressing invitation to go to P\mi^ 
field, to see our afflicted eousia^ Sarah Shotwell; 
wlttch, «f wigr iliMiU 0^0% I fe^ ay mind Ht 
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liberty tij«^^; and if so^ I may make th^e « 
irii^c^so; but ike vmid, thcfct biowedi whei^itHd*- 
€di, often tarns my little bark contrary to whithot 
i i^ras eteerkig ; c^ diatlliei^ isbut little dc^adb' 
e&ce to be put oti my c^tw^stl arraugementa. 
My hearty good wishes are for the preserratiott 
mwd encouragement of the honest-heartiid ami 
fiotMal, bo& far and near, well knowingthat the 
good of the cfiiuse will be ^fleeted in propcntio^ 
as indiyiduals stand firm and upiight in it ; that 
the bimhen of fiom# will be gr^eUly inerdated, if 
ethen shrink from their allotted portion of labon 
1 am fully penmaded that a fresh inviution 0i 
divkie love is now exteitded to tfire inhabkanta ef 
^e earthy and all that is capable of feeing 
t«^ithin me, longs that we ilsay not be the instrtii- 
memts of perverting tb^ renewed blessing- into aft 
a^ravaled curse, by thwisrting the* designs f€ 
Providence, tathe pfoVoking a jttsi mtd Meroifbl 
God to anger, eo as to eaas^ Sie hiding of H» 
face again from mtey to whom the^^ blessing was 
intiendlid. If we coijisider our Society as bound 
together in the indissoluble bonds of a Father'a 
love, we shall be c<nitin)ially ledrintx) doubts and 
CTil surmisings, at the contrariety of opinions and 
•entiQieHta axncmgst us. But when we reflect 
we are but the hneal oflspring of bi^HevelrSv froth 
whom we can inherit nothing but wei^ess and 
instability, yet bound together by the same ou#* 
ward rulee, (anft henee the mistaken nation, thafc 
aH are ef the same^ faith,) it is no way sotpriai^ 
Ifaat these dilriiions should tato j^aoe/ Nafy^ bort 
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'VI At r^mMte of Mi^ itmf mmm thti i% 
diey.will be. How aislaiiUhizig ib the weakneos 
«nd Uindiieas of men, ^t tbey ebouU tbink 
llmt -aWD^ Society bad am^Fod ao4 were dwelling 
iatlMt «tate;of peiibetion to wbicb the fotiow^v 
•tCbiast were oi^M^s and if not, tbat it eould 
he pQflMdl>le» aeocMpdiog fi^ tbe plaiis of bifinilie 
Wifdoin, tbat wre.fiboukL slide into i^ otit c£ our 
|«Bea»rt state of ease and ^mtentment, witbout u 
soiBet and oomoiotioii. Vaiii idea ! , Never caa 
Huob a timg be expected } and ratber tban «ta«d 
Mill tnd dmre it, let ua tura to tbe soui^ee of 
ipood, aiKl seek todxaw from tbeepe tbet sueoor 
inrbidi willMahb ui to stand in tbe day of txtal; 
In iibe day wbentbe elements sball cladiy and all 
Ibftt COM be odo^ed sball be shaken ; when (be 
parens of man's own cieiuii^ iriiaU be xMoi 
together, and "vaniA as s^ scr^ Then sbatt 
iibose whose tvndt is in ^ Lcord alone, see tbfe 
4iew heavens and tbe new eaitb; all the cueation 
wfflbeeomenew>«9d^Qod. ♦ , ♦ ♦ 



' LETTER XXXi. 

DBwBnoTBiSR: 

i Thy letter of 16th of last month came duly.te 
^and, and wns^very aoeeptable, as I £e^ |preat iar 
detest in the pasmn^ events ^tftlie day» in evevjr 
^d«|)«0rtnient of Some^y. The furtber I am &r 
;vor^ tf) see into tbd reality of. the Chns^an 
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reUfHm, tShmttmeVtan peimiftde^ I bare meshing 
to £> with judging^ what i» the special r^giote 
dutji of indiyi^ali; The Master i» all suffidteni 
for his own work; he can raise 'up and MiSSi. 
feith whom h« pieaseth } and we have nee^d to 
lie yeiy cantkms in qiiesiioaiag the authority*^ 
toy one; lest we be li)^ the p^ple of old, whd 
said, '* Is not' this the carpenter's son ?" alMH 
** When Mesiiiaa cometh, we know nor wbenci^ 
he is.'' But m order to become 'useful in the 
Master^s vioe^^rd, we mnst Beek to become tu$* 
quatnted wit^ the language of troth ; tmd hf 
keeping the internal ear open to that, sftid AM 
6yB single to 'ita Mght, we sha^ be gradttftHy in* 
stnicted in those things that are meet for us/ and 
»ew thmgs will be open^, as'our capacity t^ 
keaor than). Aad we^all fitid plenty of employ^ 
tnent for the niind in contemplatiiig the wondei^ 
ful works of the Creator, and the wily stratagenM 
of that part in man which was at iirst proiiounc^ 
good, but became perverted ; and howitiwoflfll 
and is woiking, in order t» get a kingdom to 
itself^ and thus draw man off from his allegitoca 
ta his Maker. As we becotne th6roughly ac^ 
quainted v?itb these, we shall see not only- tk# 
emptiness- of all eardily tojoyments, but weshaH 
see Ihe ingratitude and piesumpti^n of aotin^ 
from any other motives than pure disinterest^ 
love to our Heavenly Father. , There is a most 
itriking likeness between our individual reMtioiid 
and that of our first parents. The fniit of the 
feAidden tme is pvftsOnited tgi-owr viewria ao 
7 
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Ue ooveringvf, that unwary mortlkU are Halble to 
be drawn aside every moment, uideM on dieir 
giiarA 

( , Things wear a.«ezious aaped alTvonton and 
iCddletown. From the latter place Ghaiies and 
myself have jusi. retiimail; hut k woi^ taka 
iaM<di time to note paxticulom. W^ dined yes« 
tearday at. the houset ^ Stephen Co]nf(Ht, s^n. 
Ha aad hia mb aie wfoi^diy fiietida» but the^ 
ha^e 0uffi»ted themselves to be improperly fat- 

Cd against .Etias Hioks» and on bemg^ with 
m, I feh; that seeret regret whkh I had fell 
tot B^me dear, g*9odly firicNods atithe Eastward* 
who neither knew nor fek any harm in i^emf 
a^lves^ but by listening with a caomal ear, their 
blotter judgmenthad become waipad. . We speMi 
ar few hooiTs at Edward, Hicks s« as we cam0 
kuMHie. He has been into Chester county, lately; 
be met with oousia J, W., and was pleMod 
witbhim* 

' * 2d md. Ift.^^Thou wilt be surprised, no doubt, 
at the different dates of ^is letter, but no mia« 
fortune has been the cause. My -time has been 
io ^nmch engaged 4^ late, that I scarcely knour 
liow it has passed. Charles and myself attended 
the Quarterly-^meeting at Abington, two "vtedm 
1^; also a meeting for William Foster the next 
^y ; and then went into Philadelphia, when* 
Qiarles left me the Sec<md«day following, i 
attended all the meetings of our Sec^ty in the 
oky^ and Pi»e-e(xeet and North meetuigs twice 
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0ver. The secqiid time' I m^d at Pine^titi'ujtv 
^owLTof die elderi detained me in die meedn^^ 
bouse, and one of them, after stadng to me dmt 
he had be^i informed I was not in miitr yntdk 
my friends at home» and also that I haamacb 
fsonsiderable disturbance in Rhode Island, a#- 
▼ised in» to retiim jjfjpme and take care of laf 
fitmily ; diits prax^cally d^iying die New Toi^ 
tament, which abundandy sheweth diat all miiit 
be given up for the Master's sake. A Friend, ^ 
mj request, scit wuh me, and in£»rmed me abm 
hid listened attentively to my testimony, >aJlidl 
v^^as iKot uaieasy widi it; but it was dioie dealbig^ 
and notito be marvelled at as touching the Pha- 
risees. I was preserved, on the occasion, from 
the paw of the Hon, and also strengthened 10 
pursue diapath of duty alWwabrds. On ^econiA- 
day evening last, I attended the Christian me«i- 
mg in Soumwark, with whieh I was weU sa;^^- 
£ed. A worthy minister amongst them, Freii^ 
lick Plummer, appointed th^ meeting, at !nry 
Teqi;est> and attended Widi us. I Imow not 
vdiat stir will be made about it, neidier am I 
concerned; my chief desire being to know ik^ 
Master's will, and do it. The more die trutii h 
persecuted, the brighter it shines, and the move 
desirable to be attained. Let us obey the ii»- 
j unction of die Master : <* Beware of the leaveik 
of the Phaarisees.*' I conceive this is very iia^ 
portant, and that there is no way to avoid dila 
feaven but by strict obediente to manifesliedl 
duty. Thirf-day I was favored to nse over all 
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jippopkion to the truth, I thfaik, more than, ever 
I* had before. After I sat down, Othniel Alaop 
spoke .fixim the passage of our ^yiour taking 
ifae -little child, and netting it in the midst, as an 
fstaiblem of the stat^ we must come into, before 
%e dan ^nter the kingdom. The text wa» so 
Mod, and so VreE handle^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^ neyer 
«uought of his being an opposer. After he sat 
tlown, and another friend gave information of a 
aaeetang foe WUHam Foster, to be held the next 
ripening, I kneeled ; when, to the- astonishment 
bi the people, most of thoiie in the galleries 
Jlpopt thieir seatsv and one man was actually 
pulled down after he had risen. If they had 
«U 4bI stilly 1 do not think I should hove felt it$ 
&r such waft the boldness with which the truth 
Ibspii^ me, and knowing* I had many ftiends 
iheie, :the • shafts of the enemy fell at my feet 
Threei of the elders were in pursuit of me in 
tbe afternoon) and called twice at my lodgingSy 
hat, i mdmowiagly esoaped th^n« at which I felt 
Xegret ; for if there had been full opportunity for 
fiiem to> discharge, themselves, it is possible the^ 
inight hafve shot away all tbeiir •arrows^ and th^i 
fpime.up the contest ; espesially if there was firm- 
ness enou^ on the c^her side to maintain the 
fpDOurid. It has'b^en. an incalculable injury^ 
Jboth to individuak and Society, that tMs ground 
has been given up, at the approach of the 
«nemy. I hare, during this vi(»t, made a valu- 
iMe acquisition to my little circle of ftiends. I 
Slope the many &TorB I have received will act 
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tt» a dliiBahis to iknher dedication; and Ib^ 
until there is a better way cast tip }n my iidtid> 
I may be strengthened to walk by the same rule^ 
and mind tiie same things as hidierto. 

M.ak 



LETTER XXXIL 

T/entmfSd mo. 11, 19^4. ' 
DfUiK BftoTfiftft : 

Being now on my way to New- York, I think 
best to send fbee a lew Hnes, in ordei^ that thou 
may meet me at the wharf <Ai landing. I'e^^petX 
to leave this place on Seventh-day momng 
mext, in the line that lodges at New Brunswick ; 
of course I mnst land in the city on First-day 
morning. If thou wilt be sa kind, as to inform 
thyself of the time and place of landing, it 
would be particularly grateM t6 meet thee 
there. I left home on Seventh*di^ last, wkk 
my husband, and have been closely engaged 
since, in iGittending some meetings and visidng 
8<Mne of my friends. As I am coming in my 
usual w%^, without a wril^n certificate, I know 
not how my friends in New- York will look upon 
me ; but it thou canst eiftdure the cross (^ |t, i 
fear no othet* consequence. And if thou shouldst 
even be constrained to disown me, how much lestf 
will it be than the blessed Master had to en* 
' dure ! To-morrow William Foster has an ap^ 
pointed meeth)|^ htoe. I have been at three 
meetings where he was, within a short time, a^ 



d by Google 



fiaeh of wbick I fbimd it imj duly t6 bear testis 
mony to th^ tnith. , I ba^e felt very deeiirous 
tbat I might not cotne in cs^ntact with him. again ; 
but this deiftire hai bee» forced to yield to supe- 
rior p^rduasion in my own mind ; and though I 
feel it my place to be. willing, so far as it may 
be put in my ^ower^ to " lay a shoulder to the 
wheel," yetiiiy nature often has to go into deep 
suffisxing before I am brought into that state. 
And though it is my lot to go, time after time^ 
into the fornaoe, may I never be released from 
this dispensatioii till the purifying operation is 
effected* I feel at times as though the heavens 
and tlie ea^lb. were vanishing away^ and all was 
bocoming empty space ; but when I recollect 
that the new heavens, and the new earth w^ere 
to suoceed the passing away of the old, I am 
WCQuraged to faith find patience* It is an im- 
portaiit4ay, " a day of rebuke, a day of treading 
down, and of dismay ;" but the sincere and faiths 
fill followers of the Ldmb also know an arising 
at times, as. from the dead, the shadows tp flee 
away, and the maming of the sun of righteous- 
ness to arise in their hearts, clearly manifesting 
that the Lord is a strcmg tqwer, whereunto they 
may flee and fltid safety. 

Unless something unexpected occuts, I hope 
to p\irsue my prospect on Se^'enth-dayj but if X 
do not come,I hope thou wilt feel no uneasiness 
on my account. J h&v^ many kind friends here, 
with whom I am banded in suffering and re-* 
joioing.. M. S, 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

ScHebitry, 3d mo. 28, 1824. 
Dear BftoTBfis : 

• • • • • We arrived at 

Ttenton about nine o'clock at night, and I num- 
ber it among the many favors, that I was kindly 
received at the house bf my friend T. Sterling. 
His wife was on a visit a few doors off; and 
when she returned, late as it was in the evening, 
ai^ also rainy, shd accompanied me to see Han^ 
nah Stokes. Found her not so well as when I 
left her before. Lodged there that night. Next 
day turned my thoughts anxiously towards 
Pennsylvania, but saw no way to escape attend- 
ing the week-day mee,ting, which is held on 
FJfth-day. I found my peace in so doing, and 
on that, as on many other occasions, was made 
to blush at my presumption and ingratitude, in 
Buffering a thought so far to enter my mind as 
to form any thing like a wish of my own. New 
Bedford has long been presented to my mind, at 
times ; and in such a manner, on setting out for 
New- York, that I ventured to stipulate, that if 
permitted to return, and get my family moved 
and settled, I would give up. This was more 
than I had ever ventured to do before, on feeling 
a divine requisition, and it has gone experi* 
mentally to prove to my mind the folly of look- 
ing forward to a more convenient season, as 
most assuredly such a one will never arrive. If 
then we were to set about becoming subject 
to the divine vnll, instead of saying, " I pray 
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Ihee, have me excused/' hoW aliich easier the 
work would go on ; for we need not, expect to 
have things brought into unison with our vaiil 
wills ; therefore the more We strive to counteract 
those wills, with their varied workings, the 
sooner will the conflict beitween flesh and spirit 
be over, and we co^e to the experience of hght 
md liberty, that I fiiUy believe we were de* 
signed to enjoy, ev^n in this mutable state of 
existence. I hope the bond pf love wiU con* 
tinue to strengthen all those who sincerely namq 
the name of Jesus* I attended our meeting to- 
day, and was met with a hearty welcome by n 
nximber of our members. The disciplinatianui 
have not molested me yet. If they do, I will 
inform thee thereof. I have no fear on that scores 
as to myself alone ;, and if the All- wise Ruley 
permits my right of membership to be taken 
away, for my fidelity to Him, I doubt not that 
he will restore to me four-fold in peace of mind* 
There have been some ridiculous stories cir* 
culated about me of late, and some of my &iends 
have been hurt not a little by them ; but who* 
ever the authors or promulgators were, I feel 
nothing but good wifi in my heart |o any on that 
account; and thus will the evil design of the ad- 
versary be frustrated ; for where no malice is, his 
Are will not kindle. This is a desirable attain- 
ment, and a very possible one, though not to be 
^ome at without great hiunility, and a steady 
perseverance in what we beheve to be right* 
Would that all mankind understood their best 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



interest, and were willing to pursue it» 'Wbat 
an Eden would this world become ! Wkal 
harmony would reign, not only between man 
and man, but also betwe^i man and the lower 
orders of creation. Cruehy and oppression 
fbwards every grade of these would ceaee ; and 
mdn, becoming deified through perfect bbedi* 
enoe, would shine again in his Creator's image* 
i hope thou wih not think me enthusiastic, as 
no doubt many Would ; but we may reniembef 
Paul was thought to be beside himself, for his 
report of the heavenly yision ; and we need not 
think hard if we ai^ som^imes thought to be 
fanatical. M. S» 



LETTER XXXIV: 

FhUaddphia, 4th mo. 34, 1824. 
Dear Brother : 

I have felt a good deal for thee whhin a week 
past, from a sense of the anxiety thou must 
suffer, from the varioiiis foolish reports that may 
reach thee, and whidi I know of no better way 
to obviate, than to inform thee I am in the per- 
fect enjoyment of my senses ; also blessed In the 
approbation, as Well as aflbctioQ, of niy husband; 
and also of many friends, however rumor may 
say to the contrary. But what is much more 
ttian all, through the favor of divine aid, my 
mind is borne above the tide of confficting re- 

rrt, evil surmising, and false rumor ; *o that i€ 
all become a source of instruction to me ; and 
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except in that way» I do not dunk any passiiig 
«v«nts of die day wortii mentioning. OharW 
aond myself lefl home on Sixth^ay preoeding 
the Yearly-meeting; eame on and lodged that 
night at Benjamin Sleeper's ; Seventh-day after«> 
noon went to pay a visit to our friends M. Rotdi 
sad M. NewhaU. Orr interesting friend, An<> 
drew Roheson, is with them. I esteem it • 
M&gular providence tiiat they have been drawit 
here at this time, «nd my heart has been bowed 
in reverence to tki^ divine Power, which is 
bringing the church once more up out of the 
wilderness, *^ leaning npen the breast of her be* 
loved $ fair as the moon, clear as the sun* and 
terrible as an army witt banners ;" even so ter- 
rible to the formal professors* that confusion and 
consternation of heart is overwhelming them, to 
dial degree, diat the disorder has become visible 
to the outward eye. I refer thee to the record 
«f the New Testament. Acts xix ; 23, to the 
•nd. But when this tumultuous uproar of con* 
tending passions in the minds of the people will 
be oompleted) we cannot at present foresee ; but 
I believe they are not only in danger of being 
called to an account for this day's uproar, but 
many will have to give an account at a higher 
tribunal than that of men, even at the judgment 
seat of Grod. I attended the first sitting of the 
Yearly-meedng, and had some uncouth (to tho 
earned ear) observadona to make. At the next 
sitting, I was constrained to testify agaiost the 
superficial formality of the episdes from Bhode 
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blftoct and Baltnaove to dns nieeluig^ witii tke 
addition of some olase renncrks on the state of 
Society ; for wkiok I was interruptod, and de* 
sired by name to sit down, by an ^er of Bncik* 
ingham Montyy^neetii^ ; which, however, I 
obeyed not, till I kad in a measure relieved my 
xamd. I am thus pairticular^ from an expecta» 
lion that liioii wouldst hear somethiiig of die 
eireumstanee. Third-day, I atten^bd, and on 
rising to speak, waa pulled by die skirt to sit 
down, but fairly got thtough- before I obeyed* 
FomrdiHiay me^iog was occupied mostly by A. 
Braithwaite, who was remarkably fluent in 
expression, but her ministry carried not that 
convictive evidence that P. Hunt's did, to my 
mind. Pifth-day, I felt excused from attending 
any of the public meetings ; and in the aiter- 
BOODy through divine aid, so far relieved my 
mi^d, that I attended no more of the sittings of 
the Yearly-meeting, I have been visiting some 
of the brethren, since. Charles attended all 
the sittings, and returned home on Seventh-day, 
on the a&^moon of whi^h, I went to Gloucester, 
witib some of the sbciety called Christians, and 
attended their meeting yesterday morning, in 
which I was &voi^d with best help and conso^ 
lation. The mee^ng was held in a school-house, 
by a little band of^aiu, skn|^ hearted people. 
In the aib^noon, I went to the meeting of the 
0ajne pec^e at Southwaok. I became very much 
ravived and oooibited, in this little intermissMm 
ttoOk hard labcMr tsnongst aatiffneclBed peopk^ 
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bat expect I slisll hsre to rstiinito it e^ain, be* 
fore long. I may »ow inlbrm dioe, my present 
busiiMBS seems te be to visit some families with 
whom I am.acqutinted, ai|d reCum ike last of 
Ibis week, by way of the Falls, and reach home 
^ihis day week. I also expect, at present, to be 
ttt New^York at the time ef the Yearly-meetings 
and proceed £txHn ibence to New Bedford. I 
providentially met with Lucy Gilpin this mom- 
mg, by whom I write. And now, desiring thy 
mind may become established, so that thou shak 
know, in this wonderful day, big with important 
events, the following lines to be true-^ 

'* His hand the good man fastens on the skies^ 
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl.*' 

I bid thee, a£fectionately, farewell. My love to 
friends of all classes, where occasion may occur 
to speak of me. M. S. 



LETTER XXXV. 

New-Yark^ 5th mo. 25, 1834. 
Dear Charlea : 

I embarked on board the steamboat at the 
lime expected, amidst a large number of pro* 
fessing Friends, who came on in the stages &om 
Philadelphia, amongst whom were Rachel John* 
son, and Samuel Fish^r^s daughter Sarah, and a 
Friend named Thomas M'Clintock, who accosted 
me in a very friendly manner socMi sifter we en-» 
tered, his We being also cm boaid. They had 
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enc6 called 'at B. I>orsey''s to see me, bat I wa0 
not in. We had a very pleasaat passage, and 
struck the wharf about sunset* Brother G. had 
written me a letter, directed to Doylestown, re- 
queslmg information how and when I wa» 
coming ; and as he had reoeired no answer, her 
Qoncluded I had giyen out coming, and 00 was 
not looking for me ; but £Iijah Fish kindly camo 
with me to the boerctiag^housev I went th4Q 
night to my former friend, W. Peareall's, a«d 
lodged. Next morning went to meeting al tha 
new hovse in Rose-street* My feelings were 
awfully iii^ressed on seeing Xsaaic iSteveiuKia 
and Anna Braithwaite,. with many more on thaU 
side ; and Elias Hicks, Priscilla Hunt, and many 
QthecS' o£ the like mind, arranged in the galle* 
vies. As I sat. at scnne distance, in the opposite 
rangpe, and a secret cry was raised that the Lord 
would be with and support his own, Anna com^ 
menced speaking, and had continued for some 
time, when I obserred Richard Mott leave hid 
seat, and go out. Afier a little time, Willei 
Hicks also withdrew ; about which time, a con4 
fusion arose near the &ont door. On turning 
my head, I saw a number of m^i rise^at which 
I supposed some alarming incMspositicm had hap** 
pened to Richard. Anna, who was still on her 
foot, requested the pec^le to be calm; but the 
confusion increased, with a cry of fire. I did 
not feel alarmed, though the women all around 
Qoe were risen, till a louder cry ensued, and a 
voice vehemently exclaimed, "Why don't they 
8 
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•ome outi" wbile otBer ToiceA echoed, "Tbm 
aiding is falliiig." Tkia moment eyinced the 
inherent impulse of the heart for self^presenra* 
ticm, «nd I hastily moved toward one of the 
doors ; and getting wedged into the crowds 9 wae 
pushed in great measure along, tiU fairly out, 
without the least harm, while many others were 
aoi»ly bruised ; some, iklling down, were tram-* 
pled on the stairs ; but none that I hare heard of 
were dangerously hurt, though the escapes of 
some were very providentiaL Many affrighted, 
weare ready to jump out of the windows, m the 
vpper story ; some fainting, others screaming-. 
wiA the scene was truly awful, nor can it be de- 
scribed. It appears the building was not dioughtt 
by many, to be sufficiently supported in the base* 
aaent story ; that being new, and having never 
l»en tried with such a weight before, some were 
actually restrained from going to meeting for 
fear. A number of seats being wanted to fill up 
Ae passages, the firiends, on going below for 
benches, became alarmed at the cracking of the 
timbers, and one of them refused to enter again* 
Being thus alarmed, and at a loss how to act,. 
Bichard Mott was called out, and requested Xo 
return and break up the meeting ; but on view* 
ing the danger it seemed unsafe to re-enter; but 
going to one of the doois, he requested those to 
tome out who sat on the failing part. Supposing 
the report of the eineumstance might reach thee 
in an alanning i^pe,8ome oth^ way, I thooghl 
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heat to gm it thee in the. way I saw, felt, and 
reeeived it from good authority* • * ♦ 
♦ * * Feeling an in^rtaiit necessity of 
baling my mind redeemed from all created 
tfaingfi, and centred in the Lord alone, I coanmk 
y<Hi all to his care, with « renewed belief, that 
to the soul thus giyen up, all' will be well, ^nd 
tm humble desire that He will be widh thee, the 
dear children, and all my dear friends, no lest 
than with my own soul, to keep us in His holy 
lear,-aiid a watchful care not to dOTend agsdnat 
His rigldeous law, as made known in the secret 
of our hearts, M. S. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

New- Ywi, 6th mo. 1, 1824. 
Dear Charles : 

After ^iduring a trying conflict, I have been 
favored to arise as out of the pit, and to feid 
iomething like singing on the banks of delive««> 
imce ; and then could I feelingly say, how good 
it is to be faithful. It is indeed, I fully believe^ 
as I think I wrote thee before, the source of all 
fiiy difficulties— this faithless fear of man, whidi 
arises from want of faith in the Creator; for J 
can say that when my mind is given up, and the 
eye thereof steadily fixed on the great First 
Cause, all outward barriers diminish, and I am 
borne as on eagle's wings, above the contending 
elements of affection, fear or efivy. But when 
I give way to the two fhrst of those passions, (for 
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the last, if I kaovr my own tieart, I am not tiied 
with often,) it brings a kind of veil over me, that 
1 seem to see every one's hand against me, and 
tiiatniy bond, or rather my views, are against 
every ene ; and dius the very thing that I feel 
desirous to avoid, tjomes upon me. This momr 
ing I att^fided, Monthly-meeting, and was ^ 
irored to bear my testimony to the truth, and 
also to supplicate the support and direction of 
the divine Power, in all c^ which I found that 
support ; and through the mercy of the Lord, I 
feel there is a reality in these tlnngs. But, dear 
friends, one and all, if there is a spark of pridd 
in any of your hearts, as to my name amongst 
men, strive to have it done away ; for the right 
way of the Lord, as manifested to my mind, is 
evil spoken of here ; and to be faithful unto him, 
I must hazard the censure of man. i feel desi* 
rous that thou in particular shouldst be enabled 
to see the wisdom of Providence in these things, 
and become reconciled in thy mind thereto. I 
have been favored with entire calmness of mind, 
as respects my family, though perhaps I never 
knew the preciousness of their preservation 
more. Not seeing tiie way open to proceed, I 
jum likely to' continue here yet longer. M. S. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

New-York, 6th mo. 8, 1824 
Dear Oharlbs : 

Yesterday I visited a colored man in prison* 
who is condemned to be executed on Sixth-day 
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ndxt. I, with a pious methodiGrt, who had visited 
him a number of times, spent perhaps an hout 
and a half with him. He expressed aii anxious 
demre to leave a world rf which he is weary ^ 
eompared the situation of hb mind two months 
since, when he was running at large, with his 
present eondition ; the latter being far preferable, 
in shoit, there Was a calm to be felt in his room, 
&at I almost regretted to leave. While I sat 
there, I was somewhat overcome with a reproof 
in mind, for not persevering to visit Johnson, who 
Was in the same prison, under the same sentence^ 
when I was in New-York in Third month last 5 
having felt the same itidination thereto whidl 
drew me to the present interview, hut through 
human weakness, gave way, without making the 
]east attempt to accomplish what n^ight havts 
been a memorable lesson to myself, as also to 
many others. I am renewedly persuaded in my 
own mind, that there is the most presumptuous 
degradation offered to the divine character, by 
fimte man, ih spending much time and breath ii^ 
deploring the situation, and drawing conclusion^ 
firom the actions, of what is considered the de- 
praved part of mankind ; — a weakness which 
ean never be more beautifully and emphatically 
reproved, than it was by the Saviour, when the 
woman taken in adultery was presented before 
him. If we would always bring our own actions 
to the light, and compare our faithfulness with 
the measure received, and then c'raw a compari- 
son between our merits and divine mercy, it 
8» 
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feieems to me the best amongst us would not be 
able to accuse a brother. I have little more to 
write. I leave George to giva-the particulars of 
my setting out for New Bedford. I ha^e thought 
sometimes of giving thee* some details of the 
transactions of the day, as to what is called or* 
der, religion, and propriety; but feeling anxious 
above all things to be established on that rock 
which cannot be moved, I pass them by, and can 
ftay to those who persecute the servants of the 
Lord, " Forgive them ; they know not whatihey 
^oJ* I have abundant cause to rejoice in bH 
things that are meted out4o me, and especially 
flo in that which is hard to fiesh and blood. Once 
more I commend thee, and all my dearest of be* 
loveds, to that Providence which hos never failed 
<»r deceived me, and remcdn thy affectionate wifew 

M.S. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

New-York, 7th mo. 11, 1824. 
Dear Charles : . 

I will return to where I closed my last letter^* 
and inform thee that I remained at New Bed- 
ford till the 6th instant. My time was employed 
In visiting the children of Faith — those who see 
the necessity of leaving all. outward dependence, 
and relying on the internal light for direction ; 
one of which was Experience Sherman, upwards 
of seventy years of age. I attended a meeting 

* This letter, with some others, has been lost. 
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in tbe old Quaker meeting-house, on Secdnd-day 
evening at six o'clock. It was a precious parting 
acene with those who are banded together m love. 
Bioses Howe, a minister of the Chmtian Soci- 
ety, was one with us ; and notwithstanding the 
commotion of the day, ife being Fourth of July, 
it was remarkably quiet, both within and without. 
Third-day morning, left ray friends in the same 
feeling of cheerful friendship that we met, and 
came with Thomas Arnold to his house in North 
Providence. He is another instance in advanced 
Mfe, of looking beyond the forms that enthralled 
his earlier days, into the living substancev . I re* 
mained in the. neighborhood until Seventh-day, 
Tisiting a number of Friends who' had come to a 
^aoeasure of the same ex^rience, among whom 
were two daughters and a son of Job Scott. I 
visited the latter at the old hpmestead of his 
Ikdier. In the afternoon, James Scott conveyed 
me to the steamboat; and, leaving aU the dear 
^ends I had found in ditU; land, with the peace* 
Sol evidence, that though separated in person, 
cur spirits were mingkd together in the ode 
great Source of Love, I had nothing to do with 
tiie past, and nothing to fear from the ftiture, but 
eimply ta dwell in the present moment. After 
suffering much from searsickness, with most of 
the female passengers, we all got asleep, and 
were thankftil to meet o. beautiful morning again 
in the world. By raising my head from the pil- 
low, I could see the sun rising in all his splendid 
pomp out of the sea; and though our progress 
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through the Bk;ht had beei;i very rapid, owing t6 
deteBtion at l^w Haven we did not get up to 
New-York till after eight o'clock in the eyening. 
We had a full view of that tremendous gutf 
call^ Hurlgate, which we passed widi conside* 
rable exertion, a little before sunset; the rocka^ 
jErom the state of the tide, being but about eight 
feet under water. I cannot give thee an idea of 
the rolling and foaming convulsions that weie 
Been on the suiface, and for a long distance on 
either side, with numerous whirlpools, like boil- 
ing cauldrons, continually presetiting to the eye 
the wonders of n^ure. 

» • • But in this, a9 well as every 
thing else, I feel that resignation to the divine 
will, which I have long beea striving for ; and 
this has sustained my mind amid the fluctuatiw 
scenes I have passed through in this visit. It 
reallv rejoiced me to hear Frederick Plummir 
bad been to see thee ; and I hope I shall ever 
rejoice to know that the iservants c^ the Lord can 
find reception in tl^ heart and house;* for I have 
much to be thankful for to Him who provides for 
die rsvenSf in opening my wny vmh those to 
whom I was personally a stranger. Commend* 
ing you. all to the grace of Gk>d, and His proteo* 
tion, I bid you farewell. M. S. 

LETTER XXXIX. 

New Bedford, 8th mo. 29, 1824. 
Dear Husband : 

♦ ♦ * On visiting a family living near 
the beach, I was desirous to go to it, which I did, 
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and feh a renewed awe <^i observing the break- 
ers rising in continual succession to a ceitaia 
beight, tiben foaming like the fall of a might j 
cataract, and rolling in to the very edge. Won- 
derful, indeed, appeared to me that wonder in 
creation, the stupendous ocean ! Nor less to be 
admired is the capacious mind of man, calculated 
for improvement to the highest degree, even so 
lis to comprehend the vast designs of Omnipo- 
tence, and trace in those outward evidence* 
thereof, the mere minute arrangement )of its in- 
ternal texture. I am more imd more convinced 
there- never was nor ever will be a man, who, 
through the whole course of \i£e, ever disbelieved 
in the existence of a God, and the revelation of 
his own pure spirit in the heart. Will not all 
confess there must be a £rst cause, a moving 
|Sinciple, whicb man, as a mere animal, cannot 
ooraprefaend ; that there are but two spirits—* 
light and darkness, good and evil; that all good 
must flow from the Source of good, and conse* 
quently, all evil from its own source. 

I went alone to Lynn meeting on First-day 
morning, and sat in silence, a spectator of the 
perverted order of things there ; but it was no 
more to me than it would have been to have seen 
the same transactions in any other place. AU 
kind of solemnity, as to a meeting of public wor- 
ship, having fled, it seemed mote liloB a house 
of correction ; for though there were no blows, 
nor outward violence, there were ten or twelve 
gersons rose in succ^s^ion to silence M. Alle^ 
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from spealiuigf which die boi!& with imdaimted 
pad^ice and meek submiasioB, and at lengtk 
lefl the house. I went again in &e aflemocMii 
but did not stay through their ceremonies. I caa 
make bo caloilation as to getting home» but St 
certainly will not be for some time yet, unless I 
fi^el turned from the fulfflment of my fn»t pros- 
pects, which, with every thing eke, I leaye to the 
!Lord» I beUeve the time has fuUy come, whett 
chose who do not go forward will go backward ; 
«nd I felt a little ansdous, at times, thoii should 
toot be one <^ that number. But I see more and 
more clearly, I must give aU up» and be willing 
for the Lord to work in his own wayi I have 
seen it was beat for me that I came in the way I 
did ; that my so doing ms^ strengthen those wbs 
are trusting in the wisdom ^m above, and its 
directions ; for herein it is manifested to be all- 
sufficient for those who will brieve ; and those 
who will not, I have nothing more to do with 
than simply to show by a Hue c^ conduct thst 
their standard will not do for me. .M. & 



LETTER XL, 

Wist Grave, 9& mo. 80, 1824, 
Dear Husband : 

• • ♦ ♦ I do not feel the spring 
of action for writing much, and therefore I de- 
sire thou -and all our friends may seek to become 
settled in that fkith and assurance which wOl 
support the soul in all its trials; and diough. 
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a^ery avenue of bimifm consolatioii is obstroeted, 
a union and coimnumon vnth the Creator, and a 
oommunion with the saints in light, will be 
kiU)wn and felt, afiording j#y and eonsolation 
that the world knows not of, and as it does not 
gir^ it cannottake away. * ♦ • •^ 



LETTEE XLI. 

PAiladelphia, 10th mo. 8y 1824. 
DearBrothbri 

-• #. • When I sha^ be ready to leave 
1^, 1 know not; bat feel at present ready to 
move in any direction the Lord shall open the 
way. I feel more and mote released from all 
Society care or sectarian notions ; and that very 
law in which I have been educated, and the 
creed which I have subscribed to, are no more 
to me than a mere mess of pottage, for which I 
Kope I shall never sell a birthright in the truth. 
1 1^ mudi satbfigui^ion with coushi J. W., whoso 
sentiments so entirely coincide with my own, in 
all things with ivgard to reKgi^m, that he was as 
a brother in the mith. Some of my other con- 
nexions, to whom I had before felt nearly united, 
did not feel so now; and some others, from whom 
I expected to meet with coldness and rebuke, 
were much more free and open than heretofbre. 
Thus was I a little disappointed on all sides ; but 
Aanks to the Dispenser of all good, these things 
are of min<M:, importance to me. Knowing I 
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must be weatiecl from tbe loYe ^them all, I care 
not how soon they are taken away» even all those 
things in which my soul delighteth after the 
flesh. I have been at Twelfth-street and Archr 
street meetings, where I spoke without interrup- 
tion. Last evening had a free, precious meet- 
ing with the Christians, at their meeting-house. 
I omitted to tell thee that the day before I 
left home, I attended our week-day meeting, and 
was relieved from a burthen, by testifying the 
truth in plain terms, which raised the spirit of 
opposition in some of the rulers; but I wa9 
laised above all, in that power which is over all. 
May the God of all comfort be thy consolatioi^ 
is the prayer of thy sister. M. S. 



LETTER XLII. 

PlumsteeuL, 10th mo. 19, 1824. 
Dear Brother: 

We received thine of the 18th, this day, and 
are much obliged for thy intelligence of the state 
of affairs with you. I rejoice at every instance 
of open display of Aati-christian spirit in thk 
day ; for so sure as it does exist, so sure it must 
bb destroyed ; and it will not faU till its measure 
of iniquity is full. Therefore, seeing that thingft 
in their very nature must operate in this way» 
well may those rejoice therein who have no lot 
nor portion in the present inheiitance. I heard 
^e printed letter of E. H., with its preface, the 
night before I left the <;ity ; but tliat of A. B. I 
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hare not Heard^ These must certaml j cause aa 
additional excitement, and carry conviction to 
some that seem determined not to believe there 
is any real disunity among the great heads, so., 
qalled ; or at least not to seem to acknowledge 
ij: to some of the lesser branches of the house^ 
I' have been at meeting at Solebury to-day, where 
I had a comfortable time, and was treated witE 
great freedom and kindness, except by a few 
elderites. We are looking a little for Frederick 
Plummer to-morrow. He is to be at Addiaville 
on Sixth-day evening, and if mother is so tliat L 
can leave her, I intend going down. There is^ 
an openness for the truth in some of those out- 
skirts amongst Mankind, that I do not find among 
the boBorables in high profession. I have un- 
derstood some of our most liberc^l ones have de- 
claimed loudly against T. W.'s little treatise, or 
address, and suppose it came from H. Barton's 
cabinet. Poor New-lights ! so called, how will 
all classes join, as it were with one consent, to,, 
Btigmatise and condemn you. But if the Lord 
fa on your side, it matters not. Our creation 
having been for a purpose of God's gloiy, the 
greater the trials and difficulties w^ have to en- 
counter, so much more will that glory be made 
manifest ; because nothing but the arm of the 
Lord, which is His ability, vouchsafed to man, 
will bear the soul through an4 over all opposi- * 
tion ; and therefore the greater the opposition, so 
much more conspicuous will be the power that ^ 
can withstand it. I|t was the will of God that^ 
9 . ^ 
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Israel should be didHverect from bondage by s 
small band, led on by GHdeon, so that the people 
might have no cause to glory, save in him alone ; 
and thus, through mighty hosts of enemies, both 
in an individual and society capacity, this little' 
band or seed, even that which has obtained vic- 
tory with God, will be the redoemet' from cartial 
captivity. 

r lease remember me to diose friends who are ■ 
honestly disposed, and do not turn away wilii ' 
every breeze of air diat blows frt>m the adverse' 
qtuirter. M.8. 



LETTER XLIII. 

Fkaade^kid,llibmo.l,19H. « 
DearBrotber: ' 

I felt much interested in the contents of thy * 
last. Every event that now takes place (of any' 
consequence,) is fraught vdth instruction to an* 
eye of Faith ; and I seem to trace with peculiar 
interest, the sometimes slow, but not less certain, 
steps, and sometimeSvTapid strides, of Anti*-chris-r 
tian intrigue and intolerance, that .must yet be 
multiplied, as the plagues of Egypt were, before 
the measure will be completely filled up, and 
tnan will see and acknowledge that it is th& 
mighty power of the living God that is display- 
ing itself in these things. It is a great and im- . 
portant epoch in this world, in which mankind 
universally, in a more direct or remote degree^ 
are deeply interested. A long,' laborious and ' 
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.prolong atmggje bas, comm&acei, bertween the 
jpowers of earth and Heaven. All diat has yet 
^taken place is but the beginning of sorrows, 4fi 
man is disturbed and driven from one refugej Im 
flies to anotber, but the Lord alone will be found 
to be a Bi9£e refuge in the day of trial that is cer- 
•taiply progressmg, Every prop and support but 
those of His po^er will be taketi away ; pai*eiM» 
and children, .brethren and listers, husbands and 
wives, rent asunden I c^ but marvel at an4 
magnify the goodness of the Lord^ for the deli- 
verance I have e^^rienced, in the calmness and 
eonfidence yvith which I see and contemplate 
thpse passing and appiroachipg events ; though I 
often feel as if tbe few trials I have yet expert* 
encedy.may be nothing in comparison with those 
^n atore for i»e« Confiding in that power which 
has brought me thus far, I have no reason to 
doubt its sufficiency for the time to come. I 
was, at Qrevenrstreet afid North meetings yech 
terdaj,: where I spoke without public oppositic^. 
I attended the Christian meeting last evening, 
and a heartrtendering lime it Mra# to those wbp 
4^9X1 rejoice in tbe Lord, whose goodness an4 
mercy were magUiified and commended by many 
^▼oices, both in testimony and i^iritual songs* 
This day is the Qoarterly-naeetang in the city, 
which I am going to attend. I have some other 
j^^ces of social worship in view, and know not 
when I shall leave the place. My lodging is at 
Dur kind fiiepd Benedict Dorsey's. 
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Third-day, run 2d. — I attended Quarteriy- 
meeting, and was raised so far above all fear but 
tbe true fear, that I fulfilled my duty in plain 
terms, and came off victorious. It was a' solemn, 
quiet meeting. It appears to me that the mist 
of tradition hangs like a veil before the eyes of 
our Orthodox friends, and they mistake this -So- 
ciety for the chosen people; and the order thereof 
for the mind of -Truth. And no marvel that, 
thus blinded, they should seek zealously to main- 
tain the cause thereof; but what is generally 
termed the Orthodoxy, are not alone in these 
things ; nay, almost all, especially of the active 
part, ar6 thus blinded. They had a warm de- 
bate yesterday, in the men's Quarterly-meeting, 
concerning the transactions of Green-street 
meeting, with regard to those two elders who 
opposed E. H. eo particularly whlBU here. No 
^oubt a statement of the debate will be sent on 
to New- York. These things go to confirm my 
mind of their necessity, in thei puffing down of 
those mighty fabrics, the systems of men, that 
now stand in the way o! the building of a pure, 
spiritual church on eai^tlv I spent last evening 
et the house of a friend, in company with R 
Plummer and wifo, with a few others, where 
brotherly love flowed' sweetly, as from vessel to 
vessel, and we were mutu^Hy comforted and en- 
couraged to trust in the Lord, by whose " graco 
we could say we are whett we are." 

6th op thb month.'— ^I went in company vniSx 
flome of the brethren, last Fourth-day, down the 
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n^r, flmiew mlie&r wheye we had ati evening 
laeeting among the Christians. Next day, at- 
tended the week-day meeting at Darby. Th^ 
sweet impressions of life, liberty and love, expe- 
rienced among a free, seeking pec^le, jthe night 
hefore, had not left me, and after sitting some 
•time under it, I arose to speak from this text:» 
*^How good and how pleasant a thing it is fiir 
hrethiren to dwell together in unity." But , no 
jiooner had I repeated the text, than a damp 
cwaxe over my feelings, and though I went on to 
fihow how this unity was to be kept up, and love 
^imongst brethren preserved, which was by all 
living in subjectiiHi to the will and mind of the 
Parent, all I said seemed to come back to my 
own bosooi, and without continuing as the opetk- 
tag appeared before I arose, I sat down; A man 
ihen spoke eoncemiog the blessed state of the 
righteous. Afber be sat down, a move wa4 made 
l;o break the meeting, but not acceded to ; an4 
«^r some time F. Plnmmer arose, with a kind 
of apology for this text : " He thajt hath a dream," 
Sec. He went on deliberately to show the gos» 
pel privilege of all, to declare those things that 
were made known to them, and also that it wan 
€fiar privilege to distinguish betwixt the wheat 
find tiie chsdB^ betwix;t a dream, and a reality* . 
There was a solenmity and firmness in his exr 
pressicm ; and though, I doubt not, some endea^ 
tpred to brave themselves against its effects, I 
ijbbk they could not get over the truth of whai 
be aaid, nor lie authority in which he ^poke it» 
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Ib any other way tlian tbe determinate itiea that 
none but Quakers speak from the immediate in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. After meeti&g» 
Frederick was invited to dine with sotpe of the 
great heads of the meeting, atid as I stood by, I 
was also included. I felt more like dining with 
«m humble-looking sister, where we left Oiit 
liorse, but yielded to the solicitation of my frien^ 
«nd we all went tJO the great house. They sooh 
attacked I. S< on the old score of not being a 
member, and the great danger oiP standing with*- 
out the pale. , He meekly bore it fell, withotrt 
much reply, only expressing thje peace he bed 
experienced since his disownment. They next 
attacked Frederick, in a very pleasant and free 
manner, vehich he bore and rallied with all the 
ease and Christian sweetness of an upright 
mind ; but as he afterwards observed, he thought 
they were whipf^ng others o^r his back. I l^e- 
Keve it was so, and that in fact, I was the object 
of their chastisement. After leaving there, we 
spent an hour in the foreraendoned place, and 
then came intx> town. I am now waiting to be 
bidden, or see the Master's motion. I coUld 
wish that it were libeity of conscience, and free* 
dom in the truth, that the two great parties were 
contending for, instead of ceitain rules and 
points of doctrine ; for if they split upon these, 
each party will still have their traditions. Yet 
I hope some will escape through the split, and 
come out clear; but they must, that is, they will, 
contend about these .things, while they think 
them of 80 much consequence. ' M. 8. 
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LETTER XLIT. ' 

MiUinlle, Columbia Go. N. Y.,2i ipQ. 2, 182& 

Dear Charles : ^^ 

After iinishing my ladt letter to thee on thA 
31dt ult., 1 routed a good deal on retnrning home^ 
ward, and in company with my friends J. p. 
J>ean and S^ Dean „ have visited a number of 
places ; among others, Hudson^ whete we arrived 
at two o'clock. Called at Peter Barnard's, and 
spent tw6 hours, during which time we Were af- 
tentively listeniiig to , his wife, Hannah, as she 
l^elated many things that transpired when she 
Vras in En^and, with the proceedings of Society 
against her, to her final expulsion therefrom. 1 
forbear to make any remarks upon tiiese things, 
knowing that the pen cannot do justice thereto: 
th'at minds hedged in on all dides by traditional 
notions of reHgioh, cannot coniprehend the se- 
cret woritings of Christ or Anti-christ ; and also 
that when the mind is illutoinated by an eye of 
feith in the great First Cause, His operations wiH 
be seen and traced with silent admiration cind 
bumble reverence, far beyond What written testi* 
menials can inspire. r 

And now I may state, in regard to what I have 
written of occurremies concerning myself, siiicfe 
Ilpft my habitation, that it has beeii entirelpr un- 
intei»sting to me; but as thoU and my particular 
friends might be anxious to hlsar something of 
my getting along, I have done ^, and the bnifeA 
manner in whic^ I have vvrfefeo^fliay speak' fot 
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me in that rei|)f ct ; for it is quite s task for me 
to write. Feeling as I do the great commotions 
among inen, I am glad to retire within the quiet 
of my own mind, at all possible seasons, simj^ 
idoing what I feel to be my religious duty, from 
time to time, and commit the event, both as -t^ 
myself and others, into the hands of an all-wiso 
^disposer of eTents, a reliatu^e on ^hose oven^uling, 
providence, mercy and justice, • continues to be 
the stay ai^d support of my soul, my hope of prer 
aervation and restorer of all things, even every 
ibinf that is best for me* Unto this never-fail* 
ing ^urce of peace and happiness I commend 
all whom I love, which are not only thou, nay 
dear childrent parents, brethren and sisters, afler 
the fiesh, but the whole human race. And I 
liave no doubt tha^ the way and manner would 
be pointed out to all, if there was attention given 
to Christ knocking at the h^eart, and he was per- 
mitted to come in and reigp there. But these 
•^nocks are ao often disregarded, often not eve^ 
noticed, from the multitude of other cares that 
pccupy the mind, insomuch that tl^e heavenly vi> 
flitor waits long, often repefiting his knocks ; yet 
man does not realise the favor ; and those invir 
;C^tioi|8 of love tend rather to frustrate than pro- 
mote his happiness, because they interrupt la$ 
jreams of earthly felicity. I had come to a 
conclusion to return home, and my affectionate 
-Ibolings wrought strongly to that effect, but 
Jiaving arrived at Coxsackie, my determination 
¥^^Jl to waver, aji4 my mind again felf ^ hoiXK9 
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in a strange land. I can therefore do lid'less 
than avail myself of the present opportunity of 
doing whatsoever the Master may* point out' tb 
me, not only in this lamentably degenerate So*- 
ciety, but also ainonof others, not of this fold. ' 
It appears there wfll be nd difficulty in TOttin^ 
around to a number of meetings, and a Friend 
kindly oflfera to conduct me back, when ready, as 
far or fhrther than Pleasant Valley. I had n6 
expectation of going on into Canada, unless 
thou shouldst see thy way to accompany md ; 
end if so, being as I was thus far on the Wa/, 
and finding there were friends Of the truth in its 
ftimplicity, scattered pretty well oti in that dii-ec* 
tion, it might bo attended with leiss difficulty 16 
continue on, than to retuni and have to go there 
next summer. But as I said in* a fbrmer letter^ 
as there are no impossibilities required, I feel rtf- 
signed, and trust all will work together for good. 



LJSTTER XiLy. . 

Plumstead, 3d mo. r5;*lB25. ' ' 
I>EAR Brothbr : 

' We got safe to J. ShotweU's the same eVening 
after parting with thtfe ; met a kind welcome ; 
left early next momii^g, arid without any difl& 
cuky except bad roads, reached Joseph Reeders*; 
•on this side New Hope, before nind o^cloek aJt 
%ight. Fifth-day, wont from ihence i^^ the Quait. 
Jterly-meeting. There* was but Iktl^ testimbn^ 
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jbqroe, and ^ImC on the feitialejUle. The hatA' 
pesB went on in'thd same round of formality ap 
x^ualy and but few seemed to feel interei^ 
jenou^ to give a sentimeqt. But a subject ,<i|f 
de^ interest occupied the brethren for sonie 
fivoe. It was carried up from Middletown 
iMonthly-meeting ;-— a proposal to ^ter the disci- 
pline with respect to appoinfments to stations vx 
the church, so ca^ed, that nonejbe made for term 
of life : a measure whic}i,- if carried into effect, 
^1 abolish the dignity c^ a certain order, wh^ 
BOW claim the honor of *' pillars, t^at go no mqnc^ 
out*" It hadbeen tried sev^eral times before, an4 
had always been pushed out of do(»:s by son^^ 
kind of str^ta^em ; but it passed now, through 
all the opposition of hooocables and ri^ht-honor- 
ables that arose. Having succeeded m getting 
It on the minutes, they say the motion for carxy^ 
j^g it up to the Yearly-n^eeting passed by a grea^ 
odds. After the meeting closed, one of the 
Buckingham elders came to me, and afler the 
usual salutation, asked if I was willing to see 
some of thent. 'I freely told' her yes. She que^ 
Tied when I wo^ld be at home, or if I would 
meet them at the meeting-house. I ^pUed, p[ 
could not teU when I should be at home, but for 
aught 1 knew, should be at* the next Month^ 
ixmejii}ig. The next First^ay was very stormy^ 
and very few; were collected at meeting. I wag 
)ed to di^w a comparison between our zeal an4 
4)at of the Mahometans j they going pnce in. a 
^ear. to pay tbe^ devotions to the tomb id their 
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pvopbet ; and we going diligently twiee in the/" 
weeky at a set hour in the day, to a certain place»- 
to perfonn what we call worship, to a Being wh<>^ 
is every where present. I carried the analogy^ 
pretty far. After meeting broke, one of the el-* 
ders let tae kctoW she did ndt think well of mjl 
setting theh: sceal in cottTng there 'thrbugh the' 
sCorm at nought I told her, if we> came there' 
in the right sf^t, these things Would not hntt^ 
U& The subject brightened so with nie aftei^ 
thi^, that 6n the succeeding meeting day, I added^ 
another testimony of like import to this. It bd^* 
iilg' a Pte^jKaaratire-meedng, me case of an appfit' 
c«nt for inembershib was brought lip flom the* 
preceding Preparatrye-meeting. I had under^* 
stood thiett the bode of Disci{)line had bpcte^ 
tended to the pen^oii *, which I meiitibnedy set-' 
tkig forth the inconsistency of sdoh an act, and^ 
also what the discipline (accordihg' to Penn) was" 
for, and that if we inade any thing moi» of it^ 
than a mere regulator of outward order, it bc-| 
caAie a creed, or confession of faith. The query 
vktB put, whether she was gcnng to confbrin, atidf^ 
one of the committee who had visited her, ^p- 
swered that she ^aid she would' try. This wait* 
stich a blow to my feelings, that I toM fbem they ' 
had made it a creed right out, and t did not know ' 
who could have the face to require a conformity' 
fifom her, seeing 'we did not live up tof'it our^^ 
fltf ves, with a great deal more to the same efiedt. ^ 
H'is really admirable how fast they are ^ing intd J 
the letter, andhowblind they are iteto^ie«piritJ^ 
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l^am quite Bi<^ of tbese tliiogs. WeB, I want 
to Montfaly-raeQtiog. Things went on ftbout as 
usual. It brok^ np. Not one of them nqen- 
Upned the proposed interview, (tl^oi;igh the select 
bnpd seemed, to be arranging something,) till the 
people neiurly all left the place, and we bad coi^ 
eluded to go ^ when, accidentally it seemed to 
bp mentioned ^ey were all commg up the next 
di^y, in order tp fulfil a string of appointmentg. 
about Fluipstead, a;nd to see nae m the way*. 
Obarles and myself had started for a week's tour . 
to the different meetings, and we^e then on our 
\wy to Sol«bury. , They were pretty peremptorv , 
tiiat we should wait on them next day : and find- , 
ing tis bent on pursuing our own plan, they pro- * 
po^4 ^be presei^t time. I told them I was |iow 
at their command ; and so we went into the ; 
meeting-house, wh^re we sat in conference for 
two ^ours, at least. Charles wa9 permitted to 
l^ present, and there were nine elders. Why 
the other three were not there, I do not know. 
The subject was ope»ed as being the subject of. 
eoQcerny my going about as I did, and mixing 
witli the people of tbe world, attending other 
n()eetiVgs, and not taking the advice of my 
fnends. I a^iked an e^lsoiation of the words*— 
" world's people ;*' when it was answered, Frede-,, 
rick Plummer, and attending his meetings. I* 
told them the spiritually minded, let them be of 
what name or denomination they may, are the 
people I v^rished to associate with ; that I believed . 
they^and they qnly, made up the militant church; 
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and that we, that is our SocieQr* were not the 
Lord's peculiar people ; that as to taking the 
advice of Friends, I had acted agreeably to what 
I believed to be the dictates of truth. It would 
take more time and a more retentive memory 
than I have, to pen down all that was said. The 
string they harped most on, was my not taking 
the advice of Friends. One said she had felt a 

feat deal for me and my little children ; that if 
would stay with them more, it would be a great 
satisfaction to her, at Jeast. I replied, I could 
not see that my doing wrong would yield any 
^olid satisfection to any one. " O, to be sure, 
not doing wrong ; but they did not think it would 
be wrong to take their advice.^ 1 asked if it 
would be right to take advice contrary to the 
convictions of my own mind. '* Why no," one 
seemed to think not ; but he talked as though I 
was deceived ; that I was going astray. Well, 
they would tell of such an one, who cast his 
burthen on his Friends, and it became too heavy 
for them, and they were glad to let him go. I 
tdd him I supposed we might recount instances 
of that kind from morning till night, and I did 
not doubt they were right m so domg ; but I had 
never believed in such a system for myself; that 
it was like the Papist priests undertaking to 
forgive sins, for a set of people to release indi- 
viduals from their religious duty. At length one 
was tired, and another thought we should get 
into disorder; and so one prmosed for Oharies 
and myself to withdraw. Therefere we left 
10 
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. them ; and though they had made many profes- 
1 sions of love in the affair, not one of them gave 
U8 the hand. 

Thus I have given thee a sketch of an inter- 
view that has very much strengthened my desire 
J of being permitted to retire irom the contested 
ground. * • . * We have not heard 
\ what conclusion they came to among themselves, 
and I do not feel anxious about it ; for the least 
J, especial favor of Society operates as a bribe to 
^ iny will, that I continually fear the consequences 
"' o^ The circulators of the pamphlets have cer- 
I .tainjy succeeded in their mtentions, in some 
* ttie^ure, among the unsuspecting and ignorant, 
^[ insomuch that Elias Hicks's doctrine is now de- 
nounced by some that once united with him; 
7 ^d t understand that a volume of extracts from 
our ancient authors is shortly to come out, .in 
[ opposition to those we saw in N^w-York j arid it 
^ is said others are going to set ¥ox^ Penn and 
others to clashing in then: own writings. I also 
understand that the contest is going on in Hiila- 
r delphia. E. Hicks* sermons have come out, and 
; a counsel has been held concerning them by 
[ Nojjth-ineeting elders^ Tbey have come into 
several neighborhoods where we were last week. 
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LETTER XI.VI. 

Plufmteadf 4di mo. 3, 18?5. 
DsAft Bro^thbr : 

A prospect of privatjo conyeyimce by J. C^ 
who takes N^w-York on the way of his removal 
to Rochester, induces me -to address thee again, - 
though nothU^ interesting has occurred to in-t 
f(ma thee of since my last* I have been mostly i 
at home; and though I do not feel it to be my ' 
jaroper place, yet I seem to submit iriipHcitly to^ 
circumstances. Have attended meeting once, • 
and that to tK) purpose that I know of, save a* 
niore perifedt conviction that none but those who' 
c*rry the sectarian ba4ge, "the mark of the* 
beast>" will be permitted to biiy or sell in the 
populous streets of spiritual Bdaylon, in thift: 
day, as in all others. The upp^trmost seats^ or- 
those who fill diem, stctndiiig sentiilek to gu^4j 
tlie avenues, so that no entrance be made, audi 
no encroachibent dn their supposed privilegedE'r 
pasB their eagle watch. I recoil from ^e decep^ 
tive scene with fedings of hieartrsick disgust, atij^ 
if I dare iwk terms bf my Qod, it woiUd be t/^ 
withdraw finrever therefron^ Such blindness,: 
bigotry and formality c<ni^bined, the first of 
'v^^hich may plead aii extuse for the two last ; but 
really it seems astcmi&hitig so much of ihemT 
sfipuld exist at the. present day. One of thee- 
cddars queiaed wt& me a stkxrt tbne since, whe* 
tiber her infiormatioii daat I had had a meeting ait 
Tnllytown: was true. I gave her the circum^ 
fltanoe, and said ^ej might c^ i^ ^v^^hat they 
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would, and make of it just what they pleased. 
If I had been at the theatre, she need not have 
made more lamentation about it. I claimed 
liberty of conscience, and she brought up the old 
song of delusion. I requested her to look back 
to the beginning among Friends, and was going 
to direct her attention to ^e manner in which 
they wdre treated, for deviating from the esta- 
blished worship; but she interrupted me by 
sifcying, " I have been reading how Gteorge Pox 
used to run about almost as bad as tb^e; but 
tlien," she continued, ** I was not about to say 
he was not right." I asked her if she believed 
1 would have had that meeting, if I did not think 
it was right. She said, she &d not ; but asked 
if there was not such a thing as delusion. In 
Stech cases, I of^n feel as if my hands were 
tied ; for when people deny the fundamentdi 
jArinciples of religion, viz : the light vrithin, and 
the certain evidence thereof, they have neither 
€JGB to see, nor ears to hear anything beyond 
what custom has established ; and like the Jev^^ 
o£ old, they make 'void the law of God thrcm^h 
the traditions of meft. It is therefore 1^ cast* 
ing pearls before swine, to talk of anything iike 
acting in simple faith. Well, seeing she had 
begun the subject, I asked her if eur lato intw- 
view had aflbrded th^m any saiis&ction. Why, 
she said, she b^ie^^^ it was lihe united c^Hnion 
df diem all (meaning, I suppose, those v^ had 
t sat in council, of which I gave thee an account 
in my last lett^,) that I oug^t to take the adyiee 
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of my friends, ." Who are my. fidends," said I. 
"All of us ; I am thy friend?" « Thou art not 
my friend, if thou ait not willing I should do 
right." " I am willing thee db^ld do so.*^ 
Here we entered the doo^, and the conyersatioii 
ynas disciontinued for the present time. Sinee^ 
titat time, I ^aid a friendly visit to one of oui^ 
neighbors, aa oVerseer. We spent the a&el^ 
iMkm in conversation on varioUs subjeets ; but oif 
oemhig away, she walked with me, and after ^ 
considerable time, she said, " I suppose thou 
knows we did hot answer our queries clear, laafe 
time 1" " No, I did not know but yoU tx^swere^ 
th^tn as usual. X did not notice any diflSbrenctt 
m them." She then stated, in a ra&er incohe^ 
ient mann^, why t^ey did not; md ^ I fei| 
considerable freedom, I exetcised it, and witti 
keeping up the subject, sbe came home Wi4i 
me ; and having staid /awhile, I aecompanie^ 
]ier bade agai^ part of the way, and talked som^ 
more on the sulgect. At length we parted ; sh« 
inaking several profesipons of love ; aad I teSft 
her that when I did right, I &lt to kve everjfr 
body, but wheti I did not, I ootJd not feel th«| 
love ; thlBkt it was c^me&ing Which could bi 
eiuiihr spoken, but to f^l it, was bett^ thai 
YrordB. • • • • • ♦ ♦ . 
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LETTER XLVII. 

PluM^ead, Ist mo. 22, 1826< 
Bear Brotber : 

• \ seem to feel bound yet to exercise the p^i, 
<K5ca8ioiial1y. And perhaps tiiou mayest desire 
to hear the conclusion of our late journey* 
Having given thee a detail ais fair as Baltimore, 
I need only go back thus fer. I mentttmed in 
aay lost letter, we should get home in three 
treeks from that date ; bat my companion be- 
eame «o anxious to r^ach it, that I left Baltimore 
tritli a burthen that increased at every step we 
tookj for several days. My proneness to shud- 
der at the cross, induced me to look for a short 
itay fa lAiat city. But the longer we remained 
d>ere, the more I saw a way open for so- 
^al intercourse with some frien<£3, and therefore 
fiiat social love that binds man to his^Uow man 
tose above tlw cowardly spirit of tiie creature, 
tend seemed to veil the cross, in measure, by 
Jkith and hope^ It may seem strange that social 
Hiotives should lead to protract a visit com- 
menced upon what is called religious motives* 
But my views have often been turned to that 
kind of usefulness, and I believe the daily walk 
of the humble Christian in that way, might be 
more beneficial to mankind, than the most sanc- 
timonious crusades through a country by those 
who preach one thing, and yet require their 
hearers to do another. We, as a people, have 
become so attached to certain phrases, that seem 



d by Google 



MARTHA SMITH. 115 

to denote a special mission, that anything with* 
out that seal will not pass current at all. 

M. S. 



LETTER XLVIII. 

PhilaJdjphia, 2d mo. 14, 1826. 
Dear Brother: 

1 now avail myself of leisure to address thee, 
in answer to two former letters, by which I was 
viuch gratified. The queries of the first, ad- 
verted to in the latter, respecting our friends in 
Chester county, I think were answered as to 
the subject, in my last to thee. Cousin J. W. 
liaa clear views, and appears to be living up to 
^hem, in defiance of those shackles which So- 
ciety ha$ placed upon him. Cousin A. P. had 
been much enlarged in the ministerial line, for 
some time previous to pur visit in the neighbor- 
hood. In contemplating the various dispensa- 
tions of Providence to the children of men, I 
am sometimes lost in astonishment at the ways 
and means he makes use of. 

With regard to myself and the authorities of 
our meeting, there, is little to be said. I went 
to meeting the next day after we got home from 
pur western tour, and nnding the same lethargic 
spirit as formerly, I expressed my feelings and 
left them; nor did I go to meeting again until 
the two preceding I'ifth-days to my leaving 
Jiome, which, was on the fourth of this month. 
I do not know that any body troubled them- 
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selves much about my staying a,t home. But a 
few weeks since there were two different persons^ 
in the neighborhood, appointing meetings. One' 
was a Freewill Baptist, the other a Presbyte- 
lian, and a number of us attended these meet- 
ings, which caused a considerable, slir. One of 
the overseers visited Charles on the subject. 
The female overseen^, less candid, but more 6ffi- 
cious, carried their concern to the Preparative* 
meeting, stating in the answer to the query on 
Hireling Ministry, that we were generally clear. 
I was present, and we had the sul^ect canv^sect 
pretty well, and though I stated plainly that thQ 
person they had in view professed to be coa- 
ficientious against taking pay for preachings 
after cavilling some time about it, they con- 
cluded it was a safe answer, because it statecl 
they were generally clear. I then told them, | 
considered myself*^as clear as the clearest of 
them ; that I bore a testiniony agamst an Ure^ 

Jing ministry of any kind, whether it was paid 
br in money, in applause, or approbation of 
men. I came away before die Mx>nthly-meet- 
ing, but I think I shall be at the Quarteriy, to 
defend the cause, if the Lord permit. It is pro- 
bable they consider my example, ij£ it has any 
"weight, a very pernicious one ; and it appears 
to be the prevailing sentiment throughout ih6 
Society, to tighten the cords of the msclpline j 
thus wasting the little strengdi that remams, in 
trying to mend others ; not coming home to the 
cultivation of that heavenly seed, which is dia- 
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Tity, which suffereth long, and is not easily 
provoked. A disinterested beholder can see this 
IS too much the case, on either side ; that both are 
equally supporting the authority of a discipline, 
which deserves just as much the title of spiritual, 
as good, wholesome civil laws do. The only dif- 
ference is, that one party would place the power 
in a few, the other, m many ; and of the two, if 
truth must be circumscribed by any thing but its 
own bounds, the fewer perhaps the better, as 
many voices make confusion. I attended the 
Quarterly-meeting in the city, and also all the. 
different meetings of ihe Society. I haye had 
liberty in speaking in them all ; I have also found 
freedom amongst the little circle of friends that 
I have here ; but the greatest cause I have to re- 
joice in is, that I feel my mind more and mone 
unshackled from human ties. Even that fond 
attachment of friendship I once had for particu- 
lar individuals, has mostly subsided into a general 
feeline of love to mankind, and the pleasing sub. 
ject of meditation on the goodness and mercy of 
God. In company, often, I feel no disposition 
to converse ; for those who understand the lan- 
guage of the spirit of love, can feel it, and those 
fliat do not, cannot comprehend it, though yon 
say ever so much. I have had satisfaction in at» 
tending the Christian meeting ; but I think the 
source of satisfaction in these things is the meet- 
ing of my fellow mortals on the broad scale of- 
universal acceptance, according to their works, 
where, as the pious Blair expresses himself, on 
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devotion, " worldly distinctions cease, and worldly 
cares are forgotten." The contracted chains of 
sectarianism, when fastened on the mind, are 
galling to the last degree. It seems as if they 
had, in some sort, the same effect on the mind 
that a tight-drawn cord has on the animal flesh, 
to deaden it, so that in a state of deep sufTenng 
it is scarcely sensible of feeling at all. • M. S. 



LETTER XLIX. 

Plumtead, 3d mo. 5, 1S26, 
B^AR Bbotjier : 

As I suppose thee to have received a lettei: . 
written in Philadelphia, I will go back a little to 
inform thee of the remainder of my stay in tljOj 
city. The same evening, after writing, at the 
house of F. P.*s father, it was a favored season 
with a few who appeared to be devoted to Chrisit, 
or seeking to become his followersv The next 
day I called on some of my acquaintance, and 
returned to my lodgings, at our kind friend B. 
Ijorsey's, Fif'thrdajr, I wrote letters to Indiana ; 
a merchapt from Richmond being in town, by 
whon^ I sent them. Spent the afternoon at Abrar 
b^ Lower's, in compj^ny with his wife ; himself 
Xiot at home ; he being gone to some of the Quar- 
terly-meetings in Chester county, partly on' a 
social visit. My heart rejoices at the necessity 
lap^ne of, them find themselves under, to go with- 
out th^ customary appendages of honor. And 
wy BpuH^ails with jpy the day in p^pspect, when 
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these things will he seen in their true colors, to 
telong to the heast and his kingdom, and when 
even among a people who have so far backsliden 
as the Society who call themselves Friends. 
The mighty power of the Highest will operate 
so effectually as to cause them to trample under 
foot those imposing rules that bind the conscience, 
and aspire to force the homage of the heart. 
Glory to God and the Lamb forever ! they will 
have the victory in the end. Sixth-day, I visited 
some others of my friends, and in the evening 
attended a |neeting of the Society for the Pro- 
motion of Joint Initerest and Happiness; the 
principles of which are not new to me, but have 
Deen the' subject of thought at different times 
fiince I became interested in the cause of right- 
eousness. And I cannot believe otherwise than 
that when the apostolic faith comes into opera- 
tion completely, the apostolic order of things 
must be restored. . Individual interest can have 
no place in the heart, when love to our neighbor 
IB equal to that of ourselves. But when, or by 
what means iaH this id to be brought about, I 

know not ; and if is an instrument in the 

Divine hand, to bring about this state of things, 
the work, no doubt, will prosper ; but all the 
works of man, as ma/tty wdll never do it. It must 
be by and through the efficacious works of divine 
grace in the heart, modifyinff the 'stOTU will of 
man, and bringing it into the obedience that wag 
in Christ. Seventh-day, I came home, and foipid 
the children and our parents in pretty good 
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health. The Fifth-d^ following, attended the 
Quarterly-meeting at *W rightstown. In getting 
through the queries and answers, one of our 
elders was very much tried about our testimony, 
so called, respecting hireling ministry; but I 
found myself in some sort called upon to defend 
the case that I wrote thee about in my last, and 
the answer went quite clear to the Yearly-meet- 
ing. But that elder's stubborn belief was not 
changed, and she told me after meeting, she 
thought it was not the truth. On our way home, 
we got thy letter dated First month 25th ; by 
which it appears your department is in great 
commotion. But while I contemplate, with a 
kind of mingled wonder and delight, those omi- 
nous fluctuations of the elements, I can find no 
language to paint my sensations. So well as by 
comparing it to a violent thunder storm, which, a 
little natural philosophy teaches us, tends to the 
purification of the atmosphere. Things seem to 
go on pretty much in the old way with us. We 
are too far from the scene of actioi^ to be very 
sensibly affected therewith ; but I rather suppose 
the leaven is working, that will eventually leaven 
the whole lump. M. S. 



LETTER L. 

Btickingham, 6th mo. 6, 1826. 
Dear Brother : 

With respect to my own concerns and adven- 
tures, I could write thee a volume, if I had 
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ei^paci^ ; but as I ovoe told theo* I felt ^vfearie4 
■with writing, and reading documents of events 
thut occurred to me. I leave thorn to sink int9 
oblivion, desiring neitber to dwell nor feed upou 
tbe past, nor yet anxiously anticipate tbe future, 
^be present naomejit is only mine ; it is tbere- 
fpre my proper business to eniploy it to advan- 
tiog^* All the occurrences that cross my rpath 
iuid thwart vaj wllj, teach me the necessity of 
jTaith and patience. The latter appears to nie 
the most difficult to attain and retain, but per- 
ii^ps the former is its true foundation, and if se- 
curely and, permanently laid, would always sup- 
.port the latter^ We have many lessons to leani, 
And in religious experience^ as in all others, they 
become more difficulty that is, they require more 
intense stu(|y, as we progress, until we arrive to 
a.perfect kno\i^e3ge 6{ them. Thus, in arithr 
metic, simple addition is «oon calculated, but the 
compound rules puzzle the brain. Of this, thou 
understandest more than I do ; but I feel more 
than I can express or-tkou «anst understand, save 
in thy own experiepce gf the rules I meant to 
prefigure. The mind that is taught in the school 
of -Ohi^tjjmwt Iw^v^^ fta^ajive and diligent, or 
it will not keep pace with the Master s preo^pls. 
ZbelioYG I "should ifeel a rewaxd* if I vvas more 
willing to leave rjx^y home at ^thf, .Masl^ar's cal^ 
imt the cares of the world fetter me so mucb» 
that I begin aln^ost to despair of ever becomii^ 
fpUsaed thereftooou I find, 4^ n»y sorrow, tha^ 
Idle more I tistWto thevoiceof ^he veafiqwearyObe 
11 
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more I become entangled ; and I can truly com- 
prehend the state of mind figuratively spoken dt 
m Adam : '' The woman Uiou gavest me be- 
guiled me, and I did eat." Whenever the good 
mings of this life engross our affections, ani 
draw them off from their proper object, then it h 
we feel the same excuse necessary, whether w6 
are honest enough to confbss it, or not. Vfitk 
regard to your Yearly-meeting, I do not knotr 
that I had any particidar business there ; but if t 
could have brought my mind to leave all, and 
also to hazard and (encounter aH the world could 
take and give, I should have been there at th4 
time. But Newport has been before me fer 
some time past, and if die waves of despondency 
do not overwhelm me, or some yet unforeseeA 
occurrence prevent, I expect to go there. I in^- 
tend asking P. to accompany me, and if thed 
gets this in time, and has an opportunity, th^ 
may mention it to her. M. S. ' 



LETTER 1*1 ; 

New- York, 6& mo. 19, 1826. * 

DSAR HtJSBAND : 

Under the dispensatito of Dhrine Providenod^ 
it has once more become expedient to have te* 
bourse to this means of expressing my feeling^ 
to thee. My mind has been so entirely serend 
^ the subject trf my intended journey, the* 
^▼ery tbouglit and every reflection that arisea 
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Ikom 4oubt mA eamal rejMK«»ing», is huBh#d pa$9 

" And not a wave of trouble rolls 
Across my peaceful breast." 

jkfy dear, dear cbUdrei^i for whom I fed the teiftr 
deiest fioUcitudd of a mother's loye^ I hem^ 
jlQiigQed ycm cmoe more and again to the jprotecr 
ipiiQa of an aU-wiae, all-merciful Providence^ 
irhooe faith has beeii my shield, firom the firs( , 

fcar of my l^lowledg0 thereof; whose care hi# 
en m^ preservation, and will also be yours; 
whose wisdom has been my direction, and whose 
power has been my support. In that wisdom, 
and that power, had my natmral life been 
called for^ could I. have resisted? Would the 
itrong ties of maternal love, or tlK>se of filii^ 
l^ndemessy or conjugal i^ttadtment, have inter* 
wpted the final blow? ^ay, verily, all tbeap 
must have given way ; and happy for that jmin4» 
which, at such a time,, is brought to resign a]l« 
instead of being torn from them in anguish. Is 
k not, then, ev€^ more rational to believe that it 
18 alto^ther posiiible and right for the same state 
of resignation to be attained to, in a tenmoraiy 
aepera^ion frpm the near and dear conne^ons in 
life. Whoever doubts this, must be weak in tha 
feuthy defective in the love, and an unbeliever in 
Christ, our redeem^ and mediatinr with the F%- 
ibar. J^xd thoo^ they ma^y talk much abov^ 
them, they are but li^ in their mouth ; for hoi^ 

Sr we may pennade ours^ves that we stand 
le firom the W9dd and the attachments thereof; 
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#ttt we are ni>t loving Ae ^flfe moi?e tliaii lii# 
Giver, it is in the time of trial that we man^^ 
fest, beyond all' dispn^, oxir true state of mind 
herein, and like the young man formerly, whc{- 
liter we -WT^ gt^ up aJl m M\bw ®hri^, or tiufi 
%gain to tftes^ belbveds; And herein I eeM conil 
prebend^ tSie di8peB8atien& of Providence tx^ lifil 
^Idt^n of men, accordttigrlo^ tJiett se^ral sMiMi 
«Dd oendRtfens-; l^ot wBeieih oih? -grea* po«w*- 
«iOTS^lle, we find our Mt^ tiied, and obedtencA 
proved. M. & ^ 

^- Mtdportj iBth mo. 12, 18». ^ 

^ This morning die Yeari^'-meeting began. Ofsk 
^Bliglish friends had much to, ssy at tiie openii!^ 
^ the meeting, both in preaching coid prayinj! 
'To me, it was all as cold as the waHs* that sot- 
Ir^unded ns. The pompous e^rtiftcates we«? 
'-f&Btid^; and mttth labored elipressicm of unity. 
flPhe dteatJily sleep tJiat \Ma meeting appear* fh 
tkave sunk itoto, iis very strikteg ; sfcmidst which fc 
% teklVf painful to se^ the afrft of sanctity that fti^ 
'put on. Let our ftiend R. B*. try her best, I ann 
certain she ha«-had^toe much'light on her imdeis 
utandfng to reeoneflfe ^ chat passes here. I 
Itope thou and the c3kildren wiRbe preservedh 
and knowing the sa^fhction of being rn^ yoa 
•^bft ^SrHdden, wiken duty tomy great BT^t^ 
*0Bik ne'ttwfty, i see; and have* long seen, t^Mt 
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spiritual dea& must be tbe eo&ieqiience of pax^ 
taking thereof ; aod that if my natural life should 
even be spared, which I have no reason to exf 
pect in that case^ but rather that I should be cut 
off in the midst of my days ; that my spiritual 
life would be lost, and instead of sweet, bitter 
would ensue ; instead of enjoying that home, an^ 
your society the mind, baying lost ita proper 
eentre, would be tost with the tempest of caiv 
Dending passions ; and awfully to be feared is th^ 
event of sucji a conflict. If thou canst undex^ 
stand these things, I entreat thee to treasuse 
them up, and not let them be lost. It has long 
been my firm belief that the blessing of Pron* 
dence would rest upon us^ if we are faithful to 
known duty, tx ba3 also been as firm, that blas(» 
ing, in eveiy sense of the word, would follow 
disobedience. I feel my mind so entirely staid 
en truth, in this my allotment, that I cannot 
realise how a vmtten certificate can be a conso- 
lation, and especially at this time, wben to say 
that one goes out in unity, is telling a doWnright 
falseboodC seeing the meetings are so divided in 
themselves,. M. S*. 

LBTTEK LIII. 
Newport, R, X, 6th mo. 15, 1826. 

PxARBaOTHEB: 

. Hobert Fearsallt of your ci^, being about to 
soetiiro. home^ it occuxred tome I could write thee 
bfhim. My last was dated,! think, tbeH^fb, 
II* 
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1^ twriMtsor 

hx the evening. We Larf then attended two t^ 
tings of the Yearly-meeting, Some ftiend^ came 
to us as we were on the porch of the boarding 
house, that evening, and toW us it was the aetjm 
of the n^eetmg that we should be silent amonjf 
Jthem, on which condition they had no objecticm 
to our sitting m their meetings. P. expressed 
her wilhngness to do so, if she could, with peao^ 
ef mind. There was no meeting but ihe setect 
"ime, on Third-day morning. In the afternoon 
We went ag^in. I spake once, tind to my reliet 
TP. spake also. A^ great bustle agitatecf om* 
hoarding-house the next momitig. CbntinugJ 
■groups of Quakers and Quakeresses were seei* 
whispering in one part or another. At length 
we were sblemnly summoned into tlie passage; 
and our sen'tehce delivered by a stout man ; n<>t 
with a sword girt by his side, but 9. sanctimoniotai; 
straight coat, m presence of two females. It 
was thftt we were not to go into the meeting*- 
house, only upon promise to be sifent. Deaf to 
t(H remonstrances', they urged the poin^ with XJn- 
'yielding firmness, (if it deserves such si name:) 
At length he went out, and shortfy after 1^ 
turned, bringing another, not so tall, though quite 
as muscular at fatnpiseK He had j^reviously told 
us, ^hat if we went in, and did sp«ak, immediate 
information would be given, and he, himself, 
should be ope to remove ug. Thi« latter one noW 
toH us ho should assist hi removing us. So that, 
iw far as muscular strength cot^d deter us, ffeey 
«tri©d th« experimbift. I fdt h6t th^ ^agt hesJto- 
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'Bton ftt)m all tbeir tlireati^, nor Ae lea^t wavering 
^r afl their arguments of pretended love, but 
kepi my mind retired, so that I migBt knovf 
yrhs.t to do. P., at length, though clear herse^ 
took my arm, and vre v\ralked tovrards the mee^ 
bg house. Befbre we proceeded far, she de- 
elmed gonigi and I released her, and went oQ 
ViJpBe. The people had mostly gone in, but one; 
who seemed nke a piiestess among; them, witli A 
<bw otliers, were on the way, one of whom raii 
ftiH speed toward our executioner, who vras stanch 
Jng alone, about half vray between the menfs an^ 
women's door. He met her, and they stood pet*" 
kaps a minute l^ consultation, ty vvbich time 1 
had nearly reached the steps^ but did not hasten 
in the least, a^ I had no idea bf forcing my way*. 
5y ^ quickened pt^ce, he intercej/l?ed my patn^ 
mnd peremptorily toM me I inust not go hi*, 
^Whatr said f, «and this Ae house pf th* 
%or^ ! *' ^e repeated tiie command, and I aftooA 
^1 before the door, which vras closed. JA 
leng^ I sat down on the bench, fLtid, he on tM 
ttep-stone ; but, I suppose, not wiHing to lose thS 
ineettngi he opened lie door,- and called a femaS| 
Vy name. They then fastened Ae door, and I 
fceard the bolt gn^te on th^ insfide. He now went 
In, and that 1 might feermyself clear, havhur 

Sone 11^ far as I could, I tried the latehet of boA 
oorsj Which I could not raise. I then returned 
home. But, in the afternoon, it seemed best to 
try them again. I went earlier, was again met 
by the same man, and in full view of the gazing 
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moltitiide, forbidden to enter. Several females 
Aurrounded me, pleading that I would return* 
At lengtk the man proposed that I should go in, 
if I would give my >¥ord that I would not speak* 
I replied, I could do no such thing. One Friend» 
with a tremulous voice, asked me if there was 
no other way that I could clear my mind. I told 
ber I did not know of any, except speaking to 
the people in the street, which I had not yet feljt 
myself called to» " "Well," said she, " perhaps 
I have nodiing to do with it," Another stopd 
weeping by me a lonr time, but at length went 
in. I remained by me door most of ^e after* 
Boon meeting, but left before it closed.. This 
morning, afber they had all lefb tbe house a ccm*^ 
siderable time, as t thought, it was with me to 
Walk again to the house. The door was fast ; 
Vut some others coining up just at that time, it 
firas opened, and I walked in without oppositioiiw 
I sat Clown cm a bench in the passage. A young 
woman catne to me, and asked me if I had not 
better go out She sat by m^ and appeared 
Tory apprehensive at every, movement, that I was 
M>ing to rise ; but I sat a silent witness. I mnj 
Just say, they are going to send on complaints to 
gnu meetings against us. With a mind perfectly 
^ompose4 as to the e?ent of all ^ings, I hid 
lliee farew^U. 

; M.S. . 
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.. Ii!00ei9re&a]0tM:diifraftei3fe(K>%writt«i.joiirt}3t 
Igrtli^/nelf andcowwi AnAe^the eontei^ of ivMdi 
nwrc itery tcoeptabtev . AtdaMinf yoa are all 
diQ^g wdQ^ I condnd^. to go. to Nimmckat toi 
Mofi^pww c^ymauHiiig. myfieii to tiie cue of Vtcsm 
^cew 4di.P». baa gone botam, it has &ilBn m 
my lot to be lefb alone as to a steady, eonpaait^ 9 
buj» if 'it ia noaeimi^for my refiDement to be led 
thus alone, all is well. I have found kind friends^ 
and have had conveyance to all the different 
meetings that i.hfve, thpogh^ vt^t to attend. I 
have b^ep favored to dwell in patience, and have 
not experienced a lack of ifeith. Though, I hayy 
thought much of the children and thyself, I have 
»ot been unduly aB*loUs, but felt a secret hope 

20U would do as wett as if I was with yon. < 
mm •, •- « m,^. ' 



FROM ELnOA ftO^R, J^N;^0 CHAIOLES: SMITH. ' 

It may be agreeable to Chiles Smith to beaf 
ftom one who has lately shared largely in hi^ 
wife's society^ that she ha^ been very acceptably 
#mong her New Bedford $:iepds. fler w^ apr 
Mars to be. that «f a t»ily devoted child of thf 
Fadl«^; and the simplicity veith which she fol- 
lows the one only guide, regardless of the opi- 
nions of men, is truly edifying and delightful to 
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obflerve. ThfltipeekooflB of 9fk^ fith. which aim 
meets opposition, deprives it of its sdng ; and the 
•erene cheerftdness of her countenance clearly 
•hows the peace that reigns within. Whett em 
kas done all the duty that is required of her in 
these p«rt8» she wfll doubtless return home» not 
bnlj with die lewaid of peace, but widi a re^ 
Mwed capacity fbr her domesdc concerns, atui 
a freidi intecest in them ; for the mate perfeethr 
we stand m the will of Gk>d, die betti^ we fulm 
•H die duties of life. 

BxjsA Botch, Jun. 



LETTER LV. 

New Beifiri, 7di mo. 4, 182& /. 
Dear Brother : 

Nothing material has occurred since my com« 
Mnion left me ; but having moved on in entbe 
dedicadon of heart, feel entirely peaceful, thus 
&r. I hope diou art endeavoring more and mora 
after that state of mind wherein anxiety cannot 
dwelly but instead thereof a calm resignadon 
ftnd wriUingness diat every thing may be done m 
the Lord's time. This attainment comes through 
padent perseverance in suffering of die creature^ 
unto die end or swallovring up of the carnal wiDj 
and to ourselves it is of infimte importance. * 
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miknA sibtH. 131 

I XEtTER iVt. 

BuAmgham, 8th mo. 13, 1826. 

pSAR BbOTHIR I 

. , I have enjoyed my home with feelinga not t# 
^ deswbed in languagOt ever sinoe my return i 
md the comjdetioB of every act of my lala vi«l 
has left my mind without a cloud in that roppgij^ 
While the 0weet savor of tho80 opportunitiea J 
mijoyed vfdth my friends, rqst^ as refreshing deiw 
around my heart4 Tho sensataoiia that mm 
therefrom are as imperceptiUe to the natunl 
^e, and the enlivening vigor thereof as income 
prehensible to the natural mind, as is the growth 
of the grass of the field to thQ ox that i^detk 
thereon. Sest, O my soul ! ioti this : that simple 
obedience is hotter th^n sacrifice ; and nev«r vavg 
the paltry consideration o£ a present gratificatioa 
in the thmgs of this world, oiwrhalwitsd th^ mom 
substantial one of yielding to that eoasdotn 
leeling, which ever has brought a correspcmdiM 
peace in the end. The more I realize th& wodE 
of this, the more my mind becomes absorbed in 
reflections thereon, and the less it roams abroad^ 
that is, out of 'tm owninternal bounds, in search of 
^lappiness ; and I find that the more this intern^ 
•ati^bction increases, the ^joyments I once had 
in the most exalted Id^d of friBndsHTpvnd social 
intercourse, decreases. Hence, I seem to kno# 
no one after the flesh, nor do I ^pi&xe ever to 
know mankind so any mor6. B^t these senti* 
ments have a deep mystical meanii^, and imles0 
the mind has arrived to that point in experience 
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where there 14 so. m^t)^ m Aein, vain would 
be the powers of language to reveal them. In 
our Monthlf^&eeting, which has taken place 
since my return home, one of the committed 
4tt the ease ci^ttfieul^, (which viras the complaii^ 
i&om Rhode Island) inf<»med'they had atstendel 
Hierdto. The like report WaK n^ade in the m6n% 
Aeedng, and it was l^ft in thett kind of bHnd 
kr§^^ thAt I mtppose^ there was not much undeis 
Vttmdittg oi it ; And it i^peats ft^m out-door re» 

C^tte, that there has not been a fltll understand^ 
g in the cbmmitto©^; i^ 0dme say itv^ 
i|lutBhed ; otheirs, thtkt it '«mis sent back to tht) 
^€T&eerStto pursue the regulal* course ; and how 
k is, or How iris to be, is yet undetermined. Bllt 
Ae Seventh-day beftite Mohthly-rteetihg, tm. 
pttdtiB^t collected tod brc^ught three of tlte 
•Iders to 6ee tne. It iso liappened that Charles 
«iid myself were fn)m home. Qn-ISecond-dagr, 
mhat meeting, site enquired of me whether f 
^Hftmld meet thetn at the nseeting-^house, or prefcft* 
ittyeARfti-hoUflel - 1 re^lfedj I didnot care Wf 
4^iitg about it *8he then proposed neit Fourti^ 
Any. I tdld her I did not taiake engagements ; 
%h]it if ifsb lmpf»eiiedtheit I Vhlstit meeting, «md 
k suited, that time mi^htdo ; I could not tell an;^ 
Ihing about it; but I desii^ her to have th6 
bther overseers. If she wM (0omiiig cm <^chi 
%tisiiie(Mi. Bhe said she hadevdled on one ^ tfa6 
^MrAveers ; that she wto not very Well, and Sb^ 
^ined confting. I then ^i&ed her what the busi^ 
•Mb ^wtuy I ibep^H; on a di^ure Idok, ^md md^ 
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)iex)lfekps Aey would bo better prepare4 to ten 
tkat wii#n we met " I^erhaps you will have k 
nia4e up by that time," said I. She then began 
to fiMfee^a.long protestation of their entire silence 
on ike aub^ct as they were coming the other 
4ay. I said, I did not doubt that, but I sup- 
poaed they knew what they were coming for. 
Yes, die said; they did. I then repeated the 
question, but she gave me no answer. I after- 
wards met with the overseer who was repre- 
sented 9& not being very well, and on that ground 
declined coming to see |ne. She said she was 
well enough^ but told — she had nothing to 
<U) vnth the business; and yesterday she in- 
formed me it w:as not required of me by the 
discipline tp go and see them; that if the over- 
veers bad any thing to do, let them come to me ; 
and as for the. misrepresentation > gave me^ 
rtie did not intend to let it rest so, for she did 
not like smA; doings; b^t if I chose to meet 
llieiB, aad widi^ her to be present, she was 
fwilling ; and now it rests thus. I think I shall 
bold myself prepared to meet them, and as the 
time is short, I def^r sending ttda till after that 
day, which is one cause of my not writing 
sooner, believing tiee would be desirous to 
know the event. 

FovRT&^AT smmio, 16th.— -Yest^rda^^ I was 

riite unweU, but b;^ Bte applic^on of remedies 
have obtained relief, so as to be well ^lough 
to attend meeting to^dnfy wlieve^I also met the 
iiforesaid o^reaBeer. She insittt^d on my sitting 
12 ^ 
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down with betiteVflnd two of t^' eU^tBi ItM 
her if it was overseer bnsinesiB, I was'Williiig t6 
meet them, but I did not know that I had aajr 
thing to dd widi the eldera; She went to o^e of 
them and talked a long time, llien G^me back t^ 
me, and asked me if I continued in the sitm^ 
mind ? I asked her, what mind ? ^e replied, 
«* Not willing to see them." I sftid, I was willing 
to meet them as I proposed; any time or any 
where. She asked me what objecftion I had to 
those elders being present. I said, none at all, 
and as she had several friends, I would ask the 
liberty of one ; to which she consented. I stept 
out and spoke to R. S., and he came in. Her 
first concern, she mentioned, wus, that I was 
laying waste the Scriptures 5 and she wii^ed to 
know why I did so. I replied, I did not, and 
xtever had. She said, she did nm kiiow hmr 
«hey were to underatand me, if T did not, fctt* it 
nvas generally understood so. I told them^ I 
thought the Scri^ttires were most e^tceHent ^ tfatit 
they were a chain of consistencies firom begttH 
ning to end. Well, she said^ I ought to make 
myself better understood, fbrl said a gr^atdeal 
to discourage them from going to meeting. JL 
S. then spoke, and said he thought I was well 
understood, and that what I said was no diseeu* 
tttgetnent, but i^theran eneomrngoment to attend 
them in the right way; E. X aiaoiaid sh« d^ 
«0l understand me aa the othor overseer did. 
But an this seenMl to hsireno weigl^ at all witk 
b^^fbt (^e^ooatilnMd ber*^obflervatioDs» wkh all 
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• ♦ * ^e said it lyafi from motives of 
lcilF0,t^a$^ sbe.<mnfLe to talk with me. I told her 
she 4»ead not b^ve miuttefced up th,e elders to 
Cfme with hex;, if that was the motive. She said 
Abe bad a right, according to discipline, to ask 
vd^om.she pleased. . I requested her to show it 
to jpEie, ^or I had taken the book with me.) She 
Ipoked oveo: it, h|it at length nhut the book. X 
^ked her if she had found it. She replied, very 
OQoUy : "not jmt -as she thouglit it was." Shie 
^^ged^JB^ wilii acting comtrary to discipline, in 
9lfieiid|ng meetings from home. I insisted out 
ber poinding out ^e oJause. She searched and 
b>aked tbrougb and through, but could not find, 
it. I told heprsbo bad 4>etter Jeai^i the discipline^ 
^r those who undiBitook to administer it should 
]pi0w wbs^l^ it was ; for really, it svppeairs to ma 
tbey do not understand the letter itself. Though 
-vre said a gz;eat deal about the communication 
fewa E. L, that was not made ,any part of th© 
immi^tjxa^/c^mi wbicfa leada 190 to fthijD^ it Ijm 
d]K>|^d* M.S. 



LETTER LTII. 

Buckingham, 8th mo. J^g, 182,6. 

71i««^ k is not Im^ emee I wrote thee, nnd 
tbon^tb^Feis notbb^ne^^orintesesting^ that I 
}mm ^ ia c«miiftiM«M»> jKKt as J>t. Hestoii, 
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carry a letter, I thought a few lines, iitfi»iiiiBg of 
the health of the family, might be interesting. 1 
have not been as well as usual for two weel^ 
past, but have kept about mostly, and have at* 
tended meetings duly, as they came in course/ 
I do not hear any thing more about the <*)«Mn«l- 
nication from Rhode Island ; and as our Prepa- 
rative-meeting is past, and nothing reported 
about me, I conclude they will have to wait iot 
a fresh c3ue to get hold of me. I have Imd a 
number of friendly visiters of late, but I have 
the most to fear on that hand, and I have felt a 
great dread in my mind, of a retaliating or politic 
apirit, lest I should bje drawn in to seek to evade 
me discipline. I very much fear the same spirit 
is prevailing in the minds of some of the liiem- 
bers on our side ; fbt so fully atn I persuaded, 
that strife and debate do not belong to the true 
Christian, that I had much rather diepartfrom 
every thing of the kind, and dweB in peace atiJ 
quiet; but some bow or other, eircumstanceff 
over which I have no control, combine to detain 
me in the midst of them. I have felt as much 
bound to meet at the usual time and place of 
worship as in foripor times, and have had to com- 
municate in them, excepting two, ever since I 
returned ; and some of our gallery folks think 
that when I speak. I point my diseoiirse TMit 
at them. S. Macldfkn seems to have recetred a 
i^esh anointing. His communieatioiis az^ ci«ar, 
itod he ap{^aan «mdttiimei in -delivmM t^mmu 
Our Qjuaterl j^meetnig iMnoei dub wa^ ; it is- 
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m hehOiu Fa% I feel hamd to ymti3xe 
select*ineetiag.9>gai9» Wt knowing yvhat shall be- 
&lU me ^ere ; but ^e more I see mto die ini<|uitj 
of a s/8tein» where an attention to the Spint of 
Tmth, in all its manifeatationsy is professed to be 
our guidey and yet t]bat system plainly says, that 
Qo person who is considered to have a gift in the 
suni^, shall be pennitted to set in the selec|i 
qieetlng, until they have passed the regular or*^ 
deal, tha more I see the inconsistency of thi^ 
system, the more I feel bound |o testify agaii^. 
svcb iijp o fl j ia g intolerance. M. 3* 



LETTER JLVIII. 

Buckia^ioffij 10th mo. 8, 1S26. 
pjBvi& Beothse : 

Hayit^ lool^ed thm far for thy arrival in yain, 
I take up the pen to remind thee of thy relations 
in Bucks county* I may Jnfonn, we are in better 
Iftealth than when I wrpte last* I suppose thou 
hast not beep calculating on my case haying got 
iatp meeting; I will therefore give thee a short 
detail ^concerping it. The First-day preceding 
our last Preparativie-me^ting^ the very active 
overseer mentioned in a fonner letter, infonnea 
vfm, after meeting, that some of them thought it 
would be best to take my cafe to the uext Pre- 
parative-meetinig. Very well, said I, if you think 
H ^psential to ypur peace, do so; I have nothmg 
to do with it. I a^tevded tjie fcUoveing Fourth- 
^y^ and sat oppofite the gaUe^y* After the 
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derkhtul opetied the Preparative-mee*hi^, and 
a considerable pause ensned, sire asked if tihe 
dverseers had any business to offer. E. J; re- 
plied, she knew of none. The other overseer 
8aid the London epistle was in the meeting, and 
queried if it was tnoaght a suitable time to read' 
it. One or tWo assenting voices were given, and 
it was read ; after which she took a slip of paper 
from her pocket and gave it to the clerk, which 
Ae read, T believe nearly or quite as follows : 
" Martha Smith has travelled as a minister, con- 
trary to discipline, and frequently disturbed a dis- 
tal^ Yearly-meeting, by- introducing unsavory 
views and sentiments," Tb^ro was not a single 
tvord spoken to it, and after some comments on 
the epistle, meeting brc^e. Last Second-day 
was our Monthly-meeting, and the clerC being 
absent, a person was proposed to assist at die 
table. She declined, not having her spectacles. 
S. G. was named, and took the seat. After the 
business of the meeting was ^ccomplibhed, the 
charge against me was read, as the Preparative- 
meeting report. A dead silence ensued, which 
B. W. interrupted by proposing a committee ap- 

Sointed, which was objected to by B. B. on the 
oor of the house, by stating that it was unsafe 
to act in this way, unless they knew exacdy 
what had been said ; for though it might have 
been unsavory to some, it might have been satis- 
fectory to others ; and tiiat th^y could not come 
to a judgment in this case, without having it spe- 
cified. B. W. ttrged the antiiority of sticfa tt 
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body aiid4;^ fi^qn^t repe^tiotn i»f*dbe ct{m|>ldftt 
S. Cx. urged the manifest brescli of disei{)]iBe« 
Some ol^n objeet^d to proceeding in a com* 
mittee ; and Bib len^h it wE»^pr^)osed to apply 
to the men for aslststance, ^me persons op^ 
posed tfaiB, as not being the regaiax way of ptu^ 
ceeding. At lenigth I arose, and tola dieai- i; 
beHeved it woikld Be ligbt for me to sp^A ia mr 
oWn defence ; and stated tiie maimer m wUw 
&e emerge was kitrodaoed, wiihoiii tkiB haism^ 
ledge of the other overseer, and. witiioitt tbet. 
▼dee of tbe PrepatEtlve^tiieeting ; iliat 1 hud 
itever travelled as a minister; I £^n0ver gontf 
wit^ tixe neoessaiy aip^ndn^s of one; 1^ I 
bad never carried a written certHicate as a pas^^ 
port to tbe hearts of the people ^ and tkvt thai 
tkwsys informed sach as enquired of me^ that I. 
^as but a commoii member,* with much moi«» 
iMa the sM^eet. Scnne Friends then ppcfpcmei 
reining it back to tbe Pr^paradVe^-meednpf, atf 
it had not come regnlaflrly forward. B, W. vitt^ 
cKiealed' die mannet m Which it had eome, and 
l^e'bverseer endetfvoted t6 justify her proceed* 
ings. A committee was again oalled for, but 
opposed by dilferelit sendments. ' In fine, such 
a tree interchange c^ sendmento and plain-deal-^ 
mg never occurred beneath that roof before, 1 
apprehend. I- cannot express the enjoyinoix I 
i^lt during the contest ; though wIkh any tfairig 
Bke cemteendtttioerwas hea^, I wcmld rather 
have been absent. But th« bTt9W-b««fcing (to use 
t i!Oi^M:tt)'duit4U(ieUerai«HM'«^^ 
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thotedtftt op^Oie4Aieir«aiaQ6«»fMi^aiid)Aa #Rar 
Q«s8, or fiferhapd a4)^ter idea of the proceedings 
JOBf \m formed by raying Mufabiosr^ess^ widi 
w^le^ the gwomid wms maintained,. Ws moot; in^ 
tmnsUMg; the more jso, boeauBe I )m&w that 
nothing but aetual epgaf^ment^ will jpt^re u# 
good flbldiaxB. Had I a seotariiusi ^hng in fa*. 
t)or rf nay own Society^ <» did I beUeva -their 
qpsjben vaa liem aBabel than o|h^r religion §y^ 
tmm, I «ligiA Aink |hat wdW-m^mi was the 
cround of my rs^o^pingvon th^e occa^^ion $ b^t sm 
wfrdm that, afti^ it waa ori^, aiid tb^ roice og 
Aue mAd^g to ^dixf> il& enitii^y'^ p^?mled# i 
seemed tofe^l like o^ i^mandod b«ek ti^t^riioii* 
To give a little 6irther<^ the parlifsiilan^ : in tiNr 
4kemm0n, so many^ arose and.sfiolMi on the mb^ 
jeefc^yomig ai^ ojdr gay* and pWn— that m 
alder got up idmost m aa agony, and i^amarked* il 
traaso ^ng to have so much eaid, the did deain^i 
Aey mi^ gpt into the qiidet. A paDse e&stted 
fer a ahoit time, when wither elder obseryeil 
that it was Hgbt for ua^o-subniitcme to anolh^v 
and if a^ewinends wereiiamiidaaaa(am«iitt<s0» 
the Q«^ tnighl he decided. M. W* said it waa 
light )fof .us to submillt one to another, bpatehe 
t^^ht it "Waa mast hke breaking dawn, the <44er 
0f any thing she hadsei^, for sui^h a few to try 
tP^emff a ftm^ overihe heads of ma^y« Tht 
fdnk nspIiM, it b sonrow&lly fmii thait i^an)f 
in this mealing we7« (tf that deBOTptian^ 4M 
aa few of them word willing tostswd tor the lavf 
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bcnr agi^t having a»y ttAtug of itxm tha miomtaft^ 
tlmt the eJder rase agiun, awl in a tone ofdi^txem 
exdaimed) to drop it. A namber repeated the 
same, and thus it ended. * * * * . . 



LETTER LIX. 

Buckmgham, 1st mo. 26, 18&7« 
DftAR BaoTfisn : 

Onr cbrrespondenee has>cea8ed for so loi^ a. 
time, tkat I begin lo wonder what is the sfuitter ;: 
wheiber then art proriiig my faith in this matt^^- 
as I have expressed my disrelish of committing, 
things to paper in this our day. I have nothing. 
to inf^^ thee of, that would be mteresting^ con* 
eeming the great controT^:isy with us, I b^ioive, 
supposing thee gets aU diia news from other 
sources. I have been much about home sincA' 
my visit to Bahiiaore, and have attended meet^ 
ings as regularly as ever I did in my life, .when, 
dmimstanees would admit c^ it. Indeed, 1£gA 
it important to get my Work done in the Society* 
winle I hasve the opportmiity. I get a brush 
from the eldera, and then ran on agaan« In all. 
d«p transactions of fliat class of people^ tbe truer 
state of Uimgs ia nfore and moie developing. In. 
fine, seeing the system is such that noooe but oar 
own members are suffered to Have Ae opportu^' 
nity of declaring the truth in our borders, it is 
in best wisdom that the werks of Anti-christ 
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mmMd$t ihmdfAyie» m smSgt gMmg^ edoos lt». 
not to be mifitakfiii ; andifihat; a ]ms of tm^ a^ 
jttBti<^ is leiadmg some ^amongst m io bear thejir 
teBtinKmy 4iherdB[»r^ ia such a way as to arp$i4e 
that spirit to show itself oiii many oooaaioiis. J^ 
long debate arose in our last Monthly-meetings 
in consequence of an^aekaowledgment produced 
from a rcmale, who had bee^i disowned some 
time since. It was as full, perhaps, as is ever 
ofiered. The first ol^eioticai yfMfit that she had 
not often been at meeting; the next, tihal slp^ 
did not bxtng it henself. We. h£i4 ce^GouP9e to the 
diBcipime, Which wa9 read again ««d agcoin, 99d 
oaiy proved it to be a privilege, not an iujuQC> 
t^n, that the {individual sbould appear W eudji 
qqiiOc&asioRk A few jnd^id^s msisted on d^r, 
H^n^ing it another month; but a large number: 
Siocoeeded m g^:lii^ a c<»«mittee appointed ^ 
visit her. We have had a social visit feqpi pajr, 
oouam J. W. He was in Phil^elpbia, o^ hia 
vmy up here, when Elias was tbnece, andafi^i^ed 
two of his meetings. He af^iM^ased to be ratbor 
fitruck with the ^tate of those meeti^ifs. I mw* 
ijecolleot I ha^e never giy^« ^b^e amy jwjoowjt <^ 
mj visit jto @altimoK^ wUcii w^ veiy ||leaaa^ 
I enjoyed th^ ooRmpi^ of aome i9^ aiy old frieoda. 
mtk peiauliaf satisfaction^ ai»d ako ih^ Yearly^ 
meetings which I .attended mostly m ^^eui&s^ 
Tbe la^guii«^ was^ - ' let them 9I0911/' * ^ 

♦ ♦ n^ 4> ♦ ♦ t i» 
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Li»TTB» LX. 

BkckinjgWBm, 2A mo. 29; V&S^. 
Bear BifoTfiEtt : 

The day after t dfent my last t6 thto poist-cyfetf, 
t received thine. It was grateftil ihdteed to hetr 
'€tgain from thee> aUd s6me of thy remarks #ltt% 
f ery striking. That o^ tt-adltionjtfi&ts oiify b^fit 
kble to recommend thehr oWn BieWSdbred pm 
i» very true; for ill no distance) pfedia^s; ^aii 
man or woman r^commeM tb another any dd% 
tJiat they hWe not proved for themselves to to 
good. Of course; those that sM testing in die 
Ifeibore of others, hav^ nothing el&e to dil«eot 
their feUoW pilgrims to ; not acctlstrxtied t!o vaSh 
tiieir own feet to vralk with, oftTteit ow^'haikAi 
to labor with, setoarate «^m the htelp df othlll: 
people, they thitflc it presttAiptubns for any 6wb 
to walk or work alone. Thus it^ is iHth mek Va 
trade, who have passing^ cOHtinuiflly' thrdl^ 
their hands the cmtent coin of the coMtVy, aiid 
much that belongs to other people. They often 
despise the simple labor or the mechanic land 
farmed. Who can only realise in the cburs^ of 
yea^, what they suppose them^eh^ tb a^tj^ 
m a few v^reeks ; but in the end, we aiten see 
th^e vety men brought below the level of ilidii^ 
tibey have deispised ; and' tb them &4 revexte 
of fortune is peculiarly severe. Ifiiisf eoiibdN^ 
tb have been somjsWhat the calsewith thefoolMi 
virgins, as set fordi in the pardbley that thuy 
ilrere brought to solicit the oil, or in otIiW w*ol«b, 
tfp<ntlon of that gtace iAadk teplmt^e^ *b 
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hearts of tbeir more dDigoAt'fellow^virgiiis. 
Yee^eidfiy vfw our Quarterly-meetiiig; the Se- 
lect meeting the day before, which I thought 
;ri^t to att^id. A chill almost like that of 
^eath accompanied this impression of duty, for 
Sosae tim§; but on resigning myself to it» 
the clouds dispersed, and I felt calm and fear- 
Jeea. After becoming seated among them, my 
gfwd waa most sweetly gathered out of every 
dang that could hurt or destroy. This cialnr 
oontmued for a length of time, when it was pro- 
jKwed to proceed to business. Elizabeth Robe- 
son aa4 Qor companioi;i were present, but £. 
h^d. not e^ken, and I suppose those Orthodox 
;Who kaew 1 was there had been laboring under 
Ae most violenv perturbation in thought, for 
.when S. C.. had 8p<>ken, G. H. mentioned that 
if he was not mistaken, there was a person pre* 
#ent who was not a member of that meeting. 
TThis was confirmed by another Friend. S. Q, 
observed, he was not conscious of any such per* 
flon being there, and as no disturbance had beei^ 
* made, he thought they might proceed.^ A has^ 
itfid violent (^position was made to this. B. U^ 
observed, that if the individual had any thing 
•to commamicate t6 them, he was willing she 
diiould ha^ the opp>ortunity, and then she might 
withdraw. This was objected to by a number, 
who peremptorily refused to hear any thing from 
her* & Q' was surprised th^ lany Friend shoul^ 
anticipate audi a thing aa a person having any 
iMnig to oommunicate, who was not a regular 
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member; for his part, he had no such view, nor 
did he want to draw any thing from her, but if 
they would Settle down, as long as there was no 
disturbance made, he thought ' they were in a 
better situation to transact their business than 
they would be if musculaa^ power was appealed 
to, which had been advised. C. H. waa aston- 
isned to heht such disorder encouraged, and to 
talk of settrilig down in the quiet, until order 
was maint^ned ; first support the order, and then 
settle down. ♦ * * ♦ ♦ ♦ A 
committee was ■'appointed, and an a(]^umment 
about to take place, when I felt at liberty to 
leave them, which I did. Having twice at- 
t©mpted merely to inform them why 1 came, and 
o£ the peaceful quiet I had enjoyed amongst 
them, I was interrupted, and sat down. I re- 
mained in the other apartmeht until I thou^t 
they had done most ot their business, and wetat 
in again. After they got through, I got up to 
«peak. A !fViend arose humediately, and 'said 
sometyng ; but I heeded not, until I had ex- 
pressed the peace I felt, and my full belief, 
tliat to toiinds rightly centred, no external cir- 
cumstance could be a disturbance. Had I been 
allowed to have spoken before, I would have 
said, that though the wbrrlwind and fire had 
passed before me, I had heard -the still, small 
voice within me, and the Lord spake it. If I 
would (tovet any thing but perfect resignation 
to the win of God, it would be to tabernacle on 
' the mount, or that wtuation of mind- wherein I 
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met all I kave repeated, slid I suppose ten tiipes 
more, that day, and a good deal yesterday at 
Q,uarte^ly-^leetin^, with an entije abstraction 
from every thing like r/Dsentment. M. S. ^ 



LETTER LI. 

JSrw^, 4th mo- 28, 1827.' 
Pear Brother: 

Thou hast had ample information of the trans- 
actions of the late Yearly-Meeting, long before 
now, I suppose ; therefore it is nqt worth while 
for me to say much about them. Our meeting 
was a time of enjo^ent and refreshing to me; 
seasons of great hberty, both in speaking and 
feeling, at times ; and when it wa« otherwise, a 
willingness to suffer took away the sensation of 
suffering. Cousin J. W. attended the meeting. 
He m one of the most decided in sentiment 
against the measures of Quaker Orthodoxy that 
is to be found. I lemained in town until yester- 
day, when I came to this place, and am waiting 
for Charles to meet me. I attended three of the 
meetings this weelc ; two Monthly-meetings, in 
which I witnessed the determined disposition to 
rule with the rod of iron every opposing senti- 
ment that arises. Jemima Burson produced a 
very good minute from Richland Monthly-meet- 
ing, to that of the Northern , District, Philadel- 
phia, expressive of a ooneem to visit die fiimilies 
belonging to that meeting ; but it was not re- 
ceived. The reason assigned waa, that some of 
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the rulers could see no light on it. Fifth-day, 
at Green-street, a declaration of Independence 
was ready whfcn was feebly opposed in the men^s 
n^eetittg, but more obstinately in the women's ; 
and after the body of the meeting dispe^ed, the 
few Orthodox that remained, aj^inted repre^ 
sentatives to the Quarter. I have got a copy of 
the Address from the Convention at Green-street, 
and I think it pretty good ; but as^to the num- 
bers that will come out and stand fii*m, I am not 
sanguine ; neither am I as to the event 6f this 
separation, or its consequences. I believe that 
light is increasing, true knowledge progressing, 
and that, independent of all the systematismg 
in the world, religion will spread and flourish, 
societies rise ^md increase, become formal in 
their branches, and divisions ensue. This will 
ccmtinue to be the case in all systems of reli* 
gion, and until mankind come to a more perfect 
understanding of the gospel, whic^ is the power 
of God unto salvation, they will be seeking' for 
it in these things. For my part, I feel entirely 
fcee that all should pursue the way that is opened 
before them; and believe that good will come 
out of much seeming evO. It is enough for me 
to know that hitherto the Lord alone has been 
my helper, and all I can ask is that He may be 
my preserver in the future ; which I have no 
doubt He will be, if I obey Him. When the 
time arrives for thy paying us a visit, I trust we 
shall be favored to rejoice togedier. M. S. 
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LETTER LXH. ' 

! Newport, 6th mo^ 12, 1827. 
DsAE Chables : 

My gpixitSy from the first view I had ^^coming 
at thi9 time to New- York and Newport, were 
nev^ high ; and while in New-Yorit last week, 
I can say they were calm and equal, as I kept 
carefully from either retrospect or, anticipation, 
and dwelt only in the present nnnnent, which I 
know to be the only safe ground for me ; watch- 
ing continually for the coming of the Son of man. 
SiKme of my mends were fearful, that having* 
the scrip g£ paper with its contents, I should be 
exalted thereby ; but in this I have been fully 
confirmed in what I have heretofore believed, 
that these outward supports were much more in 
the way of the mind realisipg to the fiill the en- 
joyment of an entire dependence on Grod, than 
an addition to it. And though, in Uie present 
stfite of things, they may have their 'use in aome 
way or other, ^ey must all be left behind, as the 
soul enters that state of liberty which the truth 
alone can give. This is th^ freedom I hope for ; 
this is the freedom I am willing to endure hard- 
ship for, accounting nothing too near or too dear 
to be piurted with, if haply I may attain thereto. 
I have attended two sittings of die meeting, and 
the third commences at three o'clock this after- 
noon. Things go on in the (dd way, only that I 
think they stamp them higher than formerly* I 
have found nothing to do, but sit a silent specta- 
tor amongst them yet. 
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Fourth-day morning, 13th. — Went to meet- 
ing yesterdaj afteraoop. Expressed a few 
words on the all-sufEciency of the ffrace of Grod 
in the heart, to efietft the work oi redemption^ 
if attended to. There was no apparent opposi- 
tion, that I know of, while I was speaking. * 
# • * « ' * • • 

New- York, 6th MO. 15. — Fe61ing quite re- 
leased from Newport, after attending four sit- 
tings of the Yearly-meeting, we left there on 
Fourth-day afternoon, and after a safe, though 
rather slow passage, arrived here yesterday 
afternoon- Sarah Easjjbum is pretty well. She 
is staying with Maria Imlay while 1 write this. 
I have not much more to say at present ; but 
having some social duties to attend ta here, shall 
endeavor to ftilfil them, in order to leaVe the 
place without regret. ♦ ♦ * M. S. 



LETTER LXIII. 

BuchingJiam, lOth mo. 29, 1827. 
Dear Brother \ 

Thy letter of the 3d came duly to hand, and 
was very interesting, as is every article of fresh 
intelligence respecting the state of things in So- 
ciety. All tend to confihu the belief that a great 
work is in the wheel, and progressing on to a 
great event ; which, if many of our professors of 
religion had but llie faintest glimpse of, they 
would startle, and perhaps turn back; but in 
great wisdom that event is hidden. And while 
13» 
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many and various Gircumstances are tending to 
the same point, the different instruments or co- 
workers therein seem to themselves to have each 
a separate allotment; and perhaps like the pro- 
phet of old, thousai^ds consider that they are left 
alone. I am informed that the new Yearly- 
meeting was a favored one, and that the counsel 
of many wa,3i that toleration and the greatest 
forbearance to our dissenting brethf en and sis- 
ters should be manifested. I suppose this must 
be the prevailing sentiment of the more reflect- 
ing part of the communitjr in general ; but many 
seem to think that disciplme inust be put in prac- , 
tice on the' active ones amongst them. Fqt my 
part, I cannot say what is best to h^ done ; peo- 
ple will act according to the state they are in, 
and the e^ct will ever manifest its cause. Thus 
it is that experience is our best teacher ; and 
finding our most sanguine expectations often 
(and always when bmh on changeable thiiifi;8) 
disappointed, we learn moderstion, we learn fer- 
bear^nce, and we learn humility of mind. There 
are many circumstances which go to convince 
me that tha true Christian travellers amongst us 
will yet have to sacrifice their all in Society, be- 
fore they can enter the land of Canaan, and 
finally settle down into the true rest. 

It appears that the Creedites are determined 
to be me legitimate meetings, in every depart- 
ment ; and though a partial separation has taken 
place, as to ipeeting to transact business, yet our 
meetings for wonship remain the same, and they 
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manifest a resolujLion to disown thoge tliat do not 
BuLmit to tl^em. They have already visited, for 
that purpose,ftn Buckingham, T. C, J. W. and 
I..L.; and ^ R. qf Pluttistead. If they disown 
them, of course they will oppose their enjoying 
the privileges of members. Now, suppose the 
other party disown even the most active among 
them, the consequence will be a total disregard 
of its authority, and a regular adhering to their 
present situations. 

* «* • * « * * 

M. S. 



LETTER LXIV. 

Buckinghttm, 7th mo. 22, 1828. 
Dear BaoTBEit: ' 

The agitations of Soci^, which have, so long 
yi^ded matter for the pen, have seemed^ to sub^ 
side, like one of those heavy thunder-gusts that 
BTe often vntiiessed in the elements of nature, 
leaving a kind of heavenly calm a|«nind us. Yet,^ 
methinks, like one of those scenes, the distant 
thunder may yet be heard» in low ' and sullen 
murmurs^ as it paAes on to other plains. By 
the differed publication^ of the dsy, both sides 
of the question are lai^ brfore a public whose 
deep attention is arrested by the subject ; and 
the more the veil, or covering, is rent away from 
those things that can be kept secret no longer,, 
the more vdll appear the natural deformity of 
high proftssioui vfhea unsupported by solid prin- 
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ciple ; and in that article I Lelieve many of both 
parties will be found to be \yanting.» The pre- 
judice of education is so strong among us, that * 
I rather suppose nothing short of being razed 
to the ground will ever wean pur affections from 
the beloved edifice and idolized system. Please 
give my respects to P. and E. Titus, and such 
other friends as may enquire after me. ' * ^^ 
. ^ M.S. 



LETTER LXV, 

Albany, 11th mo. 9, 1828. 
Dear Brother : 

In attending the meetings of Coemans and 
New Baltimore, I have smiled at and pitied the 
superstition of the people, who rejected me 
when thei^ before, though I then came in the 
same authority, but not having the external in- 
signia of a commission, obtained np place in their 
minds . Could our disciplinarians Be6 how plainly 
they deny, in fact, the profession they make of 
feeling where words came from, by holding up 
the neoesBity of a ¥rritten certificate, to preserve 
us from impositions of persois not andiorized, 
it appears to me they would hang t||eir heads 
for very shame. M. S. 

LETTER LXVI. 

Saratoga, 11th mo. 20, 182a 
Dear Brother : 

In the reports from the different Monthly-meet- 
ings to the Quarter, (Saratoga) there was one 
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from Lowville^ signed by three female Friends, 
stating that on account of the smallness of their 
number, they had not held a Monthly-meeting, 
but could inform that the meeting for worship 
was kept up, and that love and unity were felt 
increasmgly to prevail. I thought there was 
more life in that simple statement than I have , 
felt in all the answers to the queries for seven 
years past. * * * * . * * 

21sT. — ^Yesterday proved a veiy wet one, but 
we had an excellent meeting ; and now, as some 
may think 1 have been rather short, in that I 
have not mentioned, according to the fashion (of 
ministers, so called,) what favored or unfavored^ 
ones we have been in, I can only say that I mea- 
sure divine favor by my own obedience tibereto ; 
that all meetings are' good to me in that ; and if 
I may judge of the states 6f the people from the 
freedom I have felt in declaring; truth among 
them, I should say that the ground of the hearts 
of many is prepared to receive it in its sitnpli- 
city ; but when it domes to the active operation 
thereof, I suppose many will stumble at the 
cross. The rules aftd regulations of Society, 
though acknowledgiB to be only for transgres- 
sors, must bQ strenuously observed by those who 
are not so, that in ii\ne it^centres here : those are 
the transgressors that do not live up to the letter, 
and those are the judges that have not come fully 
into the spirit of it. And however they may 
declare that there is no religion in th6 mere form, 
in the plaha dress, or any other of the rules we 
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have, yet the strong bias of the mind for these 
rises in testimony against any one who deviates 
therefrom. Only let it be said that such an on© 
has altered his or her dress, and it immediately 
follows that they have left the principle ; thus 
manifesting their belief that if religion does not 
consist in that, it is connected therewith, never 
to be divided. There is another thing that has 
got such hold of us that I fear nothing but rend- 
ing entirely to pieces will loose : — that we are 
ahead of all other professors. But notwithstand^ 
ing these things are so irksome to me, I feel now 
willing to wear the bonds for Society's sake, 
until it is meet I should be released therefrom ; 
and if it be all the days of my life, I hope to be 
contented. 

22d.— :-This morhing the sun shone with pecu- 
liar brightness* both externally and internally. 
Leaving our kind friends, S. Shepherd and fii- 
mily, we set our faces northward, piloted by a 
number of Friends^ returning from Quarterly- 
meeting. * ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

M.S. 



LETTER LXVII. 

Rtalajid, VU, 11th mo. 30, 1828. 
Dear Husband: 

• * Attended Queensbury meeting as men- 
tioned in the .conclusion of my last letter, where 
John Comly had a great deal to s^, and as 
usual, that which was instructive to the learner. 
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consoling to the mourner, and encouraging to 
the sincere traveller. After meeting we- went 
to Seth ThQmas's, where John Comly and J. 
Roherts came to lodge, and we spent a long eve- 
ning pleasantly together, the conversation turn- 
ing on. religion and religious improvement, 
without implicating the Orthodox. My feel- 
ings have very often been wrought up to 
wnat some might call wam^th, but which I be- 
lieve t6 be a just zeal for the rights of indivi- 
duals ; and I have sometimes l)een constrained 
to speak on behalf of the absent, when I have 
beard the actions of those represented in the 
highest colors, and conclusions drawn respecting 
motives^ in so decisive a m^ner that the re- 
porters appeared to sit as accusers and judges, 
and thus give 8^ bias to the judgment of others 
also. • •^ • * » * * 

I have remembered that last Fifth-day was 
Bucks Quarterly-meeting, and my mind was 
with our Friends there, several times; for though 
we are nearly threei hundred iniles from you all, 
1 feel you all present with me almost continually. 

* * * As I have not mentioned before, 
the manner in which we have been led about, I 
will now advert a, little to it. I had no distinct 
view of Ferrisburg Quarter when I left home, 
nor for some time after; having heard that it 
W818 unitedly Orthodox ; but in the progress of 
our journey, hearing otherwise, we were turned 
this way. The true state of the case appears to 
be this : At the Quarterly-meeting succeeding 
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the Yeariy-meeting, the Orthodox committee at- 
tended, and none of the cither committee being 
there, Friends made no attempt to do any busi- 
ness, but sat and heard it transacted in silence. 
At the next Quarterly-meeting, some of Friends' 
committee came on ; then they took a firm stand 
in appointing die clerk and doing the business 
of the meeting ; after which they left the house 
to the Orthodox, who are far the most numerous 
— ^nine meetings out of sixteen being exclusively 
so, and all the 6thers, except one, divided in 
numbers. 

As we came on to Saratoga, it began to open 
before us, and finding we snould have time to 
take those meetings and get round to Black Ri- 
ver, and attend the meetings there, also in time 
to get to the Half Year's meeting in Canada,* we 
have proceeded thus far accordingly. * * 

* * Came to Joseph Tobias's to lodge, 
himself not at home, but we were kindly re- 
ceived by his wife and son. The evening was 
spent in instructive conversation, without impli- 
cating the Orthodox, which this observation im- 
plies to be of rare occurrence ; and truly my 
heart often sickens at the appearance of things 
amongst us, when I see those from whom I would 
hope better things, justifying themselves by the 
demerits of others ; and while they give ftill lati- 
tude to all, as being ahead of the Orthodox, ac- 
count every thing as ranterism that is ahead of 
themselves or their own party. An expression 
of a certain author, which I read many years 
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^ce, that ** that is not a whit to be proud of that 
cannot shine without a foil," has drawn the ccnn- 
parison in my mind, that a religion that cannot 
stand on its own merits, id not a religion to be 
'satisfied with. But from the mixed state of So- 
ciety, there is no perfection to be looked for 
therein. And to declare one's sentiments to the 
full, in conversation, at all times, would be to 
wage war with both parties ; that while one has a 
work to do amongst them, there are many things 
to be endured, wherein we can understand the 
expression — " Suffer it to be so now." * * 
Zebnlon Frost came and piloted us to Rowland 
T. Robinson's, 'at Femsburgh, and a meeting 
being appointed on Seventh-day at eleven o'clock, 
we attended, and it proved a very satisfactory 
one ; after which Joseph Rogers accompanied ns 
to Joseph Hoag s, at Monkton, the meeting there 
being all Orthodox, except two families. I 
thought it best to go to Joseph's (as he was rather 
considered the head thereof,) and have some talk 
with him about attendiug. We were kindly re- 
ceived and invited to stay, as fellow creatures, 
being assured at the same time that he could not 
fellowship with us, if we were what he had 
heard. This was all we could expect, as we did 
not go to solicit unity. We therefore concluded 
to stay all night; and the manner in which we 
were received made it quite easy for me to in- 
form them why we came. We had considerable 
talk, and there did not appear much, if any, dif- 
ference in reality between us. But the great 
14 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



198 imtmwBow 

obstacle was, I had placed myself widi the 
Green-Street party, and the leader of that was 
Elias Hicks and other obnoxious characters. I 
felt no liberty to enter into a defence of those, 
with (Hie whose mind was made up, and whose 
bark evidently appeared to me too small to stem 
the tide of free enquiry. And though I turned 
the subject of meeting with them in every way, 
I could not obtain any grant of freedom thereui, 
neither to have one in the same house in the af- 
ternoon, nor to have the appointment of one at 
another place spoken of, at the close of their 
meeting. Such is the inflexible tenor of Quaker 
discipline, and such would probably be the re- 
sult of an application to those in the same station 
among us, by any person, however conscientious, 
who resembled in the remotest degree those 
professors of religion whom we are pleased to 
designate as hirelings. 

We were kindly treated diroughout, nor do I 
think there was the least disunity felt with me at 
heart, but the apprehensions of the head bore 
away the victory. However, feeling liberty in 
my own mind, I went to meeting, and there ex- 
pressed what I felt, in as few words as possible. 
There was no oppoeiticwi to what I said, and 
though there were two other communications 
afterward, there was nothing very pointed in 
them ; and upon the whole I had a good meet- 
ing, and Benjamin expressed the same. It saves 
us abundance of travelling, through the most 
inountainous parts of the country, that we are 
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thus rejected by them ; and I have no doubt but 
the same power that brought Israel out of Egypt, 
and that dwelt in the King of Salem, is with 
them the same as He is with us, and that by be- 
coming subject thereunto, all will experience 
the effects thereof, which are quietness and as- 
surance forever. 

* * • Came to Plattsburgh, where 
are four Friends, members of Society, with their 
families, some of whom are not members. My 
feelings being arrested here, on account of the 
people, I proposed having a meeting, and on ap- 
plication being made for the court-house, it was 
granted by the sheriff, information given, and a 
large collection of people assembled at early 
candle-light. I felt almost to shrink with dismay 
on seeing men apparently of the first standing in 
the place, enter the house. The fear that at- 
tends me on occasions like this, seems to be, 
lest the cause of religion may lose more than 
it may gain, through the weakness of the instru- 
ment ; but I am jealous of myself, fearing that 
the pride of the creature is at the bottom. How- 
ever, I was favored to express my feelings to the 
relief of my own mind, and I leave me rest. 
More solid attention I never witnessed on such 
an occasion. Elizabeth, wife of Samuel Moore, 
invited us home with her. We accepted the 
invitation, and next morning (the 13th) returned 
to Peru. •♦•♦♦• 

M. S. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

PhUadelphia, 4th mo. 21, 1829. 
Dear Charles : 

Sympathy and afiTection induce me to address 
a few Imes to thee, at the same time my feelings 
are so overpowered that I scarcely know how to 
write at all. 

The peculiar circumstances at Plumstead, and 
the seeming necessity for my presence at home, 
on account of domestic affairs, were strong in- 
ducements for me to hasten my return. But 
without being sensible that these objects were 
leading me from the higher one of religious 
duty, T was all prepared to leave on First-day 
morning, as thou hast heard, no doubt, by E. B. 
and L. \V.; but duiing the delay of the boat, in 
consequence of some part of the machinery being 
insufficient, I had time to reflect more fully on 
the expediency of staying ti little longer in the 
scene of uncertainty, winch I may call it ; for 
such it was, both internally and externally. Fear 
for personal safety assailed me, and involuntarily 
I looked around tor a way to escape. Such was 
the perturbation of my mind ; though I do not 
know that there was in fact any danger. But 
when the Burlington came along side to take the 
passengers off, I had no heart to go on board. 
Standing pensive and alone in the midst of a 
crowd, after the friends left me, A. Lower came 
and invited me to go home with him. The key 
of sympathy imlocked the springs of my heart 
and deluged me with tears. And that sympathy, 
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1 think, must have been a pardcipation of thy 
feelings at the disappointment, fbr I have seemed 
to cease feeling for' myself on such occasions. So 
long accustomed have IJ)een to disappointments 
in that way, and so often convincea that true 
peace and solid satisfaclion arises from a sub- 
jected will, and dwells only in a devoted heart, 
that OS to myself, it matters not where I am, ic 
how I fare, if I do but know that lam in the way 
of duty. And the innocent reply of the child 
Jesus to his\ mother seems appHoable to the case 
of every s^ul that is enlightened by his spirit : 
•* Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business." 

The Monthly-meetings of this city are to be 
held to-morrow and next day, and after that it is 
probable I may feel released. And I think it 
very probably the best thing for myself to be out 
of the way in the hurry and bustle of the sale at 
Plumfitead, though I was quite willing to have 
been there, to assist others. I hope suitable help 
will be procured for sister Sarah. There is no- 
thing to be sold that I feel particularly desirous 
about. I very much desire that all may be done 
in peace and good will, and that the possesion 
of our individual rights of property may not 
cause the slightest s^)aration in natural affec- 
tion ; for should that be the case, there may be 
cause almost to regret that there was any thing 
left for us. But at all events, I believe it unsafe 
fijT me, considering my other engagements, to 
let my mind mudi into it, or to any thing else of 
14* 
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a merely temporal nature, at present $ for it is 
emphatically true that we cannot serve two mas- 
ters. When I turn to take a sui:vey of the trials 
and difficulties that may /irise to my dear fkmily 
from my leaving them so much, I am always re- 
called from sudi a view by a remembrance of 
the blessings we have hitherto enjoyed in health 
and peace, that I durst not for a moment indulge 
a thought to wander into a wish foi myself in 
any way, save that of becoming more resigned 
to the Divine Will, which is the cross of CHmBt ; 
and to bec(»ne acquainted wit^, andipreserved 
thiough the efficacy thereof from gross evil, and 
eventually enabled thereby to overcome all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one— the creaturelv 
will — is all that I can ask for my predous chil- 
dren, or thou, my dear companion. And the 
further I advance in heavenly mysteries, that is, 
the more these are unfolded to me, the more I 
feel the responsibility of my standing ; that know- 
ing it is grace, divine favor, that has preserved 
me hitherto, and enabled me to come thus far, I 
am bound by all the ties of gratitude to believe, 
that through the same favor I can go through the 
whole process of regeneration, if I keep the 
£uth : 

" Through many daog«f8, toik and snares, 
I have already eome ; 

'Twas grace that brought me safe thus far, 
And grace shall lead me on"— 

And also that all others may, through the same 
means, obtain the same great end. I therefore 
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desire above all things that my fellow beings 
may become acquainted with it, and walk in it, 
and then all will do well. FareweU at present. 

M.S, 



LETTER LXIX, 

PMaddpkia, 4th mo. 21, 1829. 
Dear Unolb And Aunt : 

A way now opens for me to address you, and 
I may now inform, that widely as we have been 
separated for many months past, by distance of 
land, and widely as it may be supposed we are 
8e|>arated in sentiment, I have deeply sympa- 
thised with you in the trials that I am sensible 
i^ou have had to endure. But as these things, 
et them rise apparently frorii* what cause they 
may, as to external sources, produce an effect on 
the mind in that way we are disposed to receive 
them, and as '* all things will woiic together for 
good to those that love the Lord," I desire that 
none of us may ui^rofitably look back, or dwell 
in the present, but press on with a single eye to 
the Creator's glory, as the only way in which 
tme peace is to be found. 

I may inform you of the decease of our dear 
father; and the peace&l manner of his close, 
ivhich was on the 16th of last month. His 
Sti^ength had been gradually giving way for two 
ar- three years, and he frequendy had a kind of 
Minting fits, though I do not know that he had 
been confined to his bed a day at any time during 
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flome months. On First-day, die 14th, a number 
of his friends and neighbors visited him, and he 
expressed the great satisfaction he felt in having 
their company, which he c^en did on such occa- 
sions. That night he had an ill turn ; brother 
Samuel's were sent for-— he was better next day 
— sat in his arm chair most of it — ate his supper, 
and at an early hour retired to bed as usual. Mo- 
ther went to him some little time after. He said 
he did not feel like going to sleep, but lay very 
comfortable. She > went to bed and dropped 
asleep. About twelve o'clock he spOk% to her» 
and said he was going. She had brother Tho- 
mas and wile aroused. He was much oppressed 
with phlegm, but after taking some drink, la^f 
down, and quietly passed away. I ivB& not at 
home, having been engaged during the winter in 
visiting meetings in the State of New- York. I 
had often felt a desire to be at home when this 
change took place, but when I heard of it in the 
oity of New-Yoik, it was with no otJier sensa^' 
tion than tjiat of solemn resigoation* 

The calmness that had pervaded his mind, for 
die most part, for several years, and especially 
for the last three, evinced that his sun was ap* 
proaching its horizon with increasing serenity. 
That he passed away widi so little bodily suffer^ 
ing I think an unspeakable favor, so thaD instead 
of mourning, there is cause to rejoice on his ao- 
count ; and also to thank God and take courage^ 
that through the power and efficacy of redeem- 
ing have, we may also experi^Q«e that of weatberw 
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ingtlie stonn and outridmg the , tempests t]bat 
are to be met with, more or less frequently, ia 
our passage through this world, and at last hap- 
pily reach the haven of etenial rest. M. S. 



LETTER LXX. 

NeuhY&rl^ 11th mo. 21, 1829. 
Dear Charles : 

Since writing my last letter at Purchase, I 
have felt no mc^e liberty to vrrite home than to 
go there, until now ; but such has been the desire 
c€ my heart for the latter, that I have daily looked 
fer light to davTn in that direction. In a few 
hours after cousin S. left me, I was called to 
Samuel LeiTert's, on account of the extreme ill- 
ness of MfiOia Imlay, who was unwell with a 
heavy cold when we first canfe from the Island, 
after our visit thereon was finished, though not 
then considered dangerous. I went, as requested, 
and found her laboring imder deep oppression of 
the lungs, apparently near her end. She was 
sensible, and I was one who listened to direc- 
tions which she gave concerning the distribution 
of her temporal effects. This was done with 
Intervals of breathings for strength to proceed ; 
after which, and correcting what waa written 
amiss, she desired us to leave her to rest. The 
doctor proposed her feet and legs being wrapped 
in flannel, wet vnth hot spirits, which, wim a 
little sleep, so revived her that he thought fit to 
give her an emetio. This produced a free dis* 
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charge, and relieved her bo mudi diat she said 
she was as well as any of us ; but so firm was- 
the inflammation of that part of her system, that 
though she was frequently relieved by the same 
operation, yet it refused to yield to all our efforts, 
and on Fourth-day evening last, ten minutes be- 
fore nine o'clock, she quietly breathed her last, 
in a sweet sleep. The manner of her departure 
we rejoiced in, having been apprehensive she 
would suffocate. I had been with her almost 
continually from the time I was first called uutil 
perhaps an hour and a half before she expired. 
J^ot thinking her end so near, I left her for the 
purpose of obtaining a night's sleep, and alea 
with the intention of taking the boat for New 
Brunswick next morning, if there was not a 
change in her, of which I had no foresight ; for 
though from the nature of her disease, her close 
might be expected at any hour, yet from her re- 
maining stiength, there i^peared a possibility 
of her living several weeks* On Sixth-day night 
she foresaw her approaching end, which was 
beautiful in her view,^ and . attended with a me- 
lody that broke forth in rapturous sounds. She 
expressed the resignation and love that filled her 
soul, that her day's work was done, and all was 
well within. Her remains were taken to the 
meeting-house yesterday at ten o'clock, and after 
a meeting which may be called a solemn one, 
conveyed to the last deposit of mortality. John 
Plummer, of Long Iskoid, bore a short testimony 
to her religious worth, which was very grateful 
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to her frieawfe. Thus closed a life, ne^irly all of 
which has lieeii devoted to the cause, of truth and 
rigbteouiness. With a mind that rose superior 
to all the conflicting scenes of time, she endured 
the accumulated and 'peculiar trials of her day, 
and was blessed at last with that evidence of 
acceptance with the Father, which is the crown 
of all. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ . * 

M.S. 



LETTER LXXI. 

Buckmgham, 1st mo. 18, 1830. 
Dear Brother : 

Thy answer to my last came duly to hand, and 
should have met its deserved return ere now, 
but that it happened to arrive just after my harp 
of social communication was laid by unstrung, 
and domestic affairs engrossing my handa en- 
tirely, left nothing but the thinking powers at 
liberty,,and these, too, rather inclined to revolt 
from the past (as the stale manna) and every 
thing connected with it, excepting that some- 
times some of the sympathising ones with whom 
I met in my travels come into view. Among 
these is my dear friend A. L., and but for the 
reason above assigned, I should have written to 
her. I rather suppose that accumulating trials 
have attended and still await her ; but as trial 
proves our faith, it is rather to be rejoiced in 
than lamented over ; also, that whatever morti- 
fies or brings into subjectibn the creature, at the 
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' same time exalts the Creator's potrer ; therefcn!^ 
whenever our fellow beings become die objects 
of these trials, if we search sufficiently deep, we 
shall discover the hand of Providence in, under 
and tiirough all. As to our dear departed Ma- 
ria, it feels of so little consequence what is said 
of her, that it is less than the dust of the balance 
in comparison with that resignation that paved 
her way to a happier sphere. As for any thing 
like a recantation, I do not believe a particle of 
it, and feel sorry that the hyena stalks in spirit 
so boldjy within our borders. Poor, dear P. ! I 
hope she will not be deterred from her duty 
amidst the flattering temptations to compromise, 
for the world in any of its allurements. 

With little intermission, 1 hbve enjoyed m^e 
than seven weeks at home, in which time we 
have had the company of many of our friends ; 
but this dear domestic scene must again be given 
up. I have had a minute from the Monthly- 
meeting ever since the Twelfth month last, for 
visiting the Western Quarter, and look to next 
Sixth-3ay as the time for setting out;— expect to 
go equipped m good order, * * * * 

M»S. 



LETTER LXXII. 

Buckingham, 3d mo. 5, 1830. 
Dear Brother : 

Thou wilt doubtless think me very deficient 
in attention, by my long silence, when I tell thee 



d by Google 



HAHTHA SUflTH. 1€^ 

1 have "been at home all this winter, excepting 
some friendly visits, and some days with a sick 
friend, who is since deceased. Thou wilt per- 
haps be surprised that I have not performed the 
visit mentioned in my last^ the day being set on 
which to take our departure. I think my mind 
was fully resigned, or at least resolved to be so, 
for the woik. But a circumstance which it is 
not proper to commit to paper, and which I 
could not prevent, intervened — the time passed 
by — and aa I could not go in the daffk, I returned 
the minute to the Monthly-meeting, and have 
felt perfectly released, thus far, from tibe service, 
I have enjoyed being at home more than I can 
express, and have enjoyed the vnnter more than 
ever I remember to have done before. 

The friend with whom I sp^it some days was 
Hannah Betts, wife of Cyrus, an innocent yoking 
woman, and through her last days an instructive 
example of patience and fortitude. She was 
favored with a view of the enjoyment that 
awaited her, more than two weeks before her 
decease. She spoke of it with a zeal and energy 
which such a view could alone inspire. Her 
disease was consumption. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

M.S. 



LETTER LXXIII. 

Btickingham, 3d mo. 25, 1830. 
Dear Brother: 

* * • Thy account of the closing 

scene of Elias Hii^ was such as was to be 
15 
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expected from a course of years devoted to the 
cause of truth, in thgU; way which his best judg- 
ment dictated ^aod in the sincerity of his heart he 
believed correct; and firom all that in my short 
experience I have gathered as an evidence on 
the mind, an approving conscience. It is that 
eincerity that produces the feeling which is peace 
through life, confidence in death, and fiiiition in 
eternity. - 

4th mo.. 20. — On looking at the date of the 
foregoing, I find it is almost a month since I 
commenced. Thy usual feeling a^d kind for- 
bearance, I trust, will. make the allowance. In- 
terruption by company prevented my finishing 
it at the time, and die various duties of domestio 
life afterwards. 

I am now in Philadelphia. I have attended 
the Yearly-meeting, which went on very much 
in the usual way, and am staying t<p attend the 
Monthly-meeting at Gherrry-street to-morrow. 
It has been with pleasure that I have mingled 
with much kindred feeling among friends and 
acquaintances — drinking from the same fountain 
of life and love ; and it has been with instruction 
I have viewed among these, some, who from a 
certain cause existing in animal feeling, hatve 
manifested a repulsive coolness. The habitation 
or dwelling-place of peace to my mind is in the 
Truth; my hope is the firmness of that foun- 
dation ; and my consolation, the immutability 
the;reof; and thus I feel, as it is expressed in 
Scripture, that "the name of the Lord (his pre 
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serving, supporting power) is a strong tower," 
unto which the soul can flee and find a safe re- 
treat from the storms of contending passions, the 
distraction of contested opinions, and the confu- 
sion of different tongues ; and from the height 
of this retreat, looks forth upon others with a 
hope that all will eventually come, through the 
progressive stages or states of* preparation, into 
the enjoyment of those internal privileges, which, 
after, all the struggles therefor, are felt to he the 
gift of mercy, filling the heart of man with gra- 
titude and love ; bursting every cord and op- 
posing barrier, and coming forth in that kind of 
expression which will most efiectually relieve the 
pressure ; and hence, though many hearing these, 
might not comprehend the meaning thereof, the 
end is answered, and even that which might be 
aupposed a waste by some, proves the anointing 
to others. 

* ♦ ♦ Since coming to town it has 
been my view to visit New- Y ork again ; but 
whether it ynU amount to a personal visit to the 
Yearly-Hieeting or not, is yet to determine ; and 
It is not for me to make the choice. I have heard 
nothing about the proceedings v\rith you, except 
the short sketch thou gave me, but cannot say 
that I feel any solicitude on account thereof. 
There is much, very much, to be done in abo- 
lishing old things, in order to establish the new ; 
and until old things are done away, all things 
cannot become new, either in an individual or 
collective capacity. Therefore let everything go 
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to the fire that is ler the fire, and every thing t» 
the sword that 'is for the sword, saith thy affec- 
tionate sister, M. S. 

LETTBK LXXIV. 

Buckingham, 6th mo. 22, 1830. 
Dear Brother : • 

I read thy last with peculiar satisfaction, as it 
expressed thy fondness for retirement, a disposi- 
tion pecuUarly calculated to produce that kind 
of enjoyment befitting rational beii^ ; and th^ 
mind that does not possess it, in some degree, 
methinks must be a miserable waste, at least for 
certain portions of time, and an utter stranger, 
may I not say, to the true excellency of the sub- 
lime precepts and doctrines of Jesus, whose 
every sentence, in my view, goes to draw the 
mind to an investigation of its own premises, the 
contemplation of its own riches and worth, and 
finally, to a settlement in itself, as the abiding 
place of the soul, where all. that a reasonable 
being desires is found, and the new or spiritual 
tnan dweUs at home. But I am sensible we may 
retire from the crowd and the hurry of busideSs 
in a state far short of this ; yet that retirement 
and reflection are prepacratory steps or instru- 
ments thereto, I firmly believe ; and the mind 
that sets in that channel or course, becomes ha- 
bituated thereto, so that in the midst of society 
or the hurry of business, it knows a secret pa- 
vilion wherein it holds communion with its Gt>d. 
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And to such a mind, I apprehend, there can be 
no unfathomable mystery to pry into, no impene- 
t3:^ble secret hanging over his fate ; for immuta- 
ble is the foundation of his hopes, and to him it 
is no cause of concern whether he realise as an 
individual, in a region beyond the stars, those 
fond hopes and expectations which serve as bea- 
cons or talismans in the progressive work of his 
d!ay. He knows that the waters of life will be 
forever and ever flowing, for thd replenishing of 
thirsty souls ; and in the glorious certainty of this, 
the creature man is lost. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

* ♦We remain in health. I have the 
great satisfaction of attending to domestic con- 
cerns, "^idi the assistance of my little gifls, two 
of whom go to school. This* is the only pri- 
vilege that I feel fearful of, as being particularly 
calculated to ensnare my affections ; and I there- 
fore know the necessity of a vnllingness to sacri- 
fice it, whenever duty calls. 

'I mentioned in my last the extracts from the 
late Yearly-meeting, and ^e burthen it was to 
me to hear them. I attended Falls Monthly- 
meeting the same week, where they were read 
again, which opened the way for some (I hope) 
useful discussion. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

M.S. 
15» 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Budcinghanty 10th mc^ 15, 1830. 
Dear Brother : 

♦ ♦ ♦ • I feel but Uttle to say 
respecting Society affairs at present. They all 
seem like something ahnost out of sight. New 
meetings may be set up, and new orders of dis- 
cipline instituted, and probably instead of ad- 
vancing the great cause of truth and righteous-^ 
ness in the earth, they will be additional impedi- 
ments to individual improvement, which is the 
basis of aU reformation. My almost constant 
feeling, of late, has be^i a weariness of earthly 
things, and a kind of sickening at the view of so 
much bustle about religion, while there is evi- 
dently so much of it lacking. But I am not in a 
mood to say much at present. I am deliberating, 
or rather I am waiting, to see whether the ba- 
lance will turn in favor of going to Baltimore or 
upt. ♦'♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

M.S. 



LETTER LXXVI. 

Buckingham, 11th mo. 30, 1830. 
Dear Brother : 

♦ * * * In my last letter I men- 
tioned that I thought of going to Baltimore, but 
was undetermined. I will now go back and in- 
form thee of some circumstances that transpired 
in the course of last summer. I think I informed 
thee of the reading of the extracts from the 



d by Google 



MAHTHA SMITH. 175 

Yeatly-meeting in the Monthly-meeting, last 
Sixth month ; that I expressed my feelings fully 
on the occasion, £ind hsul received a visit from a 
Friend on account of my so doing. 'W'e had 
considerable conversation on the subject, and 
finding he could not convince me of an error, 
and further, that I justified the ground I had 
taken, he left me, after saying it was not worth 
while for us to talk any more. The Friend was 

L. He had been in the habit of calling and 

cdnversing freely on subjects connected with 
Society, and though we did not agree in opinion 
respecting the ordinances thereof, we had always 
been perfectly friendly, and I had no thought of 
that circumstance interrupting our social inter- 
course, at' the time ; but so it proved; — ^he never 
called again. At the Montnly-meetine in the 
Eighth month, I mentioned a feeling of duty to 
attend Ohio, Indiana and Baltimore Yearly- 
meetings, and some meetings as way opened m 
the journey. After receiving the ^e concur- 
rence of tne women's meeting; I went t6 the 
men's, and informed them of the prospect. I 

think L. was the first one that spoke, saying 

he did not feel that unity to flow through his 
mind that would warrant him in expressing it. 
Several gave their assent to my going, and seve- 
ral others expressed they had no disposition to 
prevent me from it. One saw no further about 
It than to appoint a committee to confer with me, 

and adjourn the Monthly-meeting. L. 

united with that, as did several ot£ers. My iifi- 
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pressioTis became very strong that this course 
was the effect of prior disaffection, and that some 
secret plan was concealed underneath ; and after 
expressing that impression, without objecting to 
the proposed conference, I informed them I 
thought It best for me to leave them to agree 
among themselves on the subject, which I then 
did, and the meeting afterward dividing into 
three parts, viz : unity, disunity, and disapproba- 
tion of a committee of conference upon the 
ground that it was the peculiar provkice of this 
Monthly-meeting to decide in such cases. Thus 
they could come to no point but a negative on 
my proposition. 

My feelings were acute on the occasion, that 
within the compass of three short years, those 
who had professedly supported my claim to 
liberty of conscience, against the stem front of 
church power, had opposed, in the course of the 
term above named, a committee of the same kind 
as now proposed, should take such a stand in the 
fece of all their former pretensions to unity and 
fellowship, was rather more than I expected. 
However I was bound, they had put on those 
very shackles as a pretext for setting me at 
liberty, and I must proclaim independence at 
once if I did not submit. I was blessed in feel- 
ing that I had done my duty, and that if it should 
be my duty to proceed without the meeting's 
concurrence,'! was bound in the covenant of life 
to obey. My mind remained calm, and without 
an evidence of more being required, until the 
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time of Tenth month Monthly-meeting drew 
nigh, when I looked forward to renewing, or ra- 
ther informing them again of an expectation of 
attending Baltimore Yearly-meeting, and went 
to the Monthly -meeting in full expectation of so 
doing ; but the thing died so completely with me, 
that I had no liberty to mention it. I then sup- 
posed it was all over, and that the three hung so 
entirely together that I was not permitted to di- 
vide what had been a united concern. For some 
days after the Monthly-meeting these were my 
thoughts ; but then Baltimore again appeared, 
with the view that I could go to Philadelphia, 
get on board the steamboat, and land in the for- 
mer place at evening, and there was no reason- 
able excuse why I should not comply. It would 
not be a direct violation of discipline, at least not 
an unprecedented one. I could go without any 
particular companion ; thus no one need be im- 
plicated with me ; and thus the balance stood 
when I last wrote to thee, while I watched the 
preponderatmg beam without any anxiety as to 
the event, when it turned in favor of going. 
Though undecided in the evening as to setting 
out, on waking next morning early, feeling rather 
confirmed, I arose and prepared ; a jfriend that 
was goinff, having offered me a conveyance to 
Philadelphia, called, and we proceeded. 

I felt no pleasure in any external circumstance 
attending it, in anticipation, well knowing the 
deep-rooted veneration for what is termed the 
ord^r^ to have overspread the Society almost as a 
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leprosy ; but knowing also that my safety de- 
pended upon the frowns rather than the smiles 
of men, under the present state of things, I 
was induced to rejoice in secret that I was once 
more reduced to tiie necessity of stemming the 
current of popularity. 

• ♦ • I attended the sittings of both 
select and Yearly-meetings, had free, open ser- 
▼ice therein, and, upon the whole, never enjoyed 
such a season more. Attended Philadelphia 
Quarterly-meeting, also Abington Quarter, on 
my return. The Yearly-meeting was said to be 
one of the most harmonious that had ever been 
attended. It was indeed somewhat remarkable ; 
but how often have we seen the severest storms 
succeed the serenest days. I rather think our 
cousin is on the improving hand, and if So- 
ciety does not get alarmed, lay hands too sud- 
denly upon him, and so interrupt his progress, 
he may become perfected into an instrument of 
true honor in the cause of righteousness. * • 

M.S. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

Buckingham^ 2d mo. 27, 1831. 
Dear Brother : 

» • » There are two paragraphs in 

thy last that I consider worth a direct reply. 

First, as to the motives of my friend L., 

tby observations may be just, for aught I know ; 
those on the connection of the various members 
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of the mind, or inner man, I think perfectly so ; 
and as the members of the body are all and eaeh 
set in operation by an instinctive influence of 
the brain (so said,) the peculiar inhabitant of the 
head, so all the members of the soul are set in 
operation by that intelligence which is the first 
fruit of intellectual life> and proceeds from the 
head or fountain of that life, they will operate in 
harmony together ; and that faculty called reason, 
or the capacity for reasoning, comparing, and 
forming conclusions, so as to fix a true judgment, 
being the staple or key which turns and sustains 
the whole. As all the powers or faculties of the 
muid are kept within the sphere of its attractive 
influence, the balance is kept up, and a proper 
equilibrium of the powers and propensities is 
experienced. For there is not one true enjoy- 
ment' but what is rational, and there can' be no 
real sorrow of soul but out of the divine har- 
mony. But such are the effects of education ; — 
"beclouded views, bewildering opinions, and ima- 
ginations fostered in the fire of zeal which is not 
according to true knowledge— ^that it seems as if 
the true tone of the soul might be lost amidst the 
variety of impressions that enter it through the 
medium of the two animal spnses, seeing and 
hearing. Perhaps it is out of this vvi^demess 
state of things that the true church will eventu- 
ally emerge, fair as the sun, whose dazzling 
brightness would put out <» destroy the vision of 
those who should oe solnjudicious as to gaze on 
its full, blazing orb, yet clear as the moon to those 
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who view her as reflecdng her light oft all the 
heavenly host; and terrible as an army widi 
banners, arrayed in all the dignity of Truth, 
marching with a firm, steady and even st^p, her 
banners the olive and white, emblems of peace 
and righteousness, bearing down upon aH false 

Eretensions, and deceptive appearances of re- 
gion. 
To return to — L. Gf the effects of hia 
sudden turn of feeling and manners on my mind^ 
I can say but little. 1 have not been sensible of 
its producing an injurious effect thereon, but it 
furnished it with another evidence of the dupli- 
city of man, while under the ministration of .an 
outward law, which I see so much Of that I have 
feared it would beget a jealousy in me, that may 
eat out what is called charity, but which I belidve 
amounts to no more than a kind of benevolent 
allowance for the frailties of humanity. For 
true charity I believe to be that divine feeling 
which embraces the souls of mankind, without 
seeing even the wickedness of their ways. * 
* • * * I may inform thee that we 
have just returned from a visit to the meetings 
of the Western Quarter;— I received the ap- 
probation of our Monthly-meeting in the First 
month. * * * In this little tour we 

enjoyed entire harmony of feeling, both in the 
social and religious part of it, though we had to 
encounter something which it is better not to 
commit to paper. All these things, I find, are 
of little or no consequence to me when they are 
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past ; the motive that 1 have had being simply to- 
do .my duty, whatever attends me therein ; whe* 
ther good or bad (so called,) I feel to receive aos 
arising out of the nature of things, and. all 
equally beneficial in their time and place. And 
here I understand the application of a language 
in Scripture : " Oh ! that my people were wise ;, 
that they would consider this : often to think o£ 
their latter end," (or last end,) the object of all 
our hopes and wishes. The last and hiffliest end 
of our desires is happiness, which is disti»guishe4 
by everlasting happiness, as that will endure for-^ 
«ver. To come then to the simple point of fear- 
ing God and keeping his commandments, or, in 
other words* so have our wishes and desires cir- 
cumscribed within the limits of the present mo- 
ment— *-we come to be released from anxiety asi 
to how we shall fare on the morrow, and finding^ 
heiein that to do the best we can at the present 
makes way for the future ; and by a right under- 
standing of this, there is ability furnished to 
improve therein, and thus the kingdom of Hea- 
ven is within the spl\ere of our comprehension 
and attainment. ***** 

M.S. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

Plumsiead, 11th mo. 30, 1831. 
Dear Brother : 

* * * I suppose iTimor has been loud 
afar off, as it has been near home, respecting. 
16 
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me : but it is long since its slanderous tongue has 
had any effect upon my feelings, except to add 
Btill further to the many evidences we have had, 
how much mankind, in an unregenerate state, 
are disposed to leave their own vineyards in 
neglect, to look after those of their neighbors ; 
abo how entirely incapable duch are of compre- 
hending the purposes of those whose time and 
tsdents are no longer at their own control. 

12th mo. 13. — I take up the pen in order to 
finish this letter ; for recoflections of my neglect 
continually reproach me therewith. It is mostly 
an effort for me to vnrite upon subjects relating to 
Society, as I deem it important that what is put 
upon paper, of a sentimental character, should 
be substantially useful;, and feeling to have lost 
the idea that a sub-society, with all its operations, 
can be of much more use to the universal society 
of mankind, I do not attach much consequence 
to them in any way, and none as to myself. Re- 
fbrmation after reformation has already shown 
us, that those bodies, shortly after stepping out 
of the motlier church and establishing themselves 
in power, begin to practice upon their own 
members what they felt to be oppressive, and 
for which they had come out from under the 
yoke ; that such is the light and intelligenee of 
mankind at this day, that each one who is fai^- 
ful may see the importance of standing upon 
their own feet, and vifalking erect, instead of 
leaning upon others or lingering with the multi- 
tude. • • ♦ ♦ # M.S. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

Plumstead, 5tli mo. 3, 1832. 
Dear Brother : 

* * • • Thee mentions E. H. 

being in New- York. I can wish him Godspeed, 
for whatever his private sentiments as to the 
practical operation of internal Kght may be, I 
tnist it mnst always be a leading point in his 
preaching ; and if he should sometimes deny it 
'when it comes forth, because of the place or 
manner of its appearance, it is no more than 
others before him have done who were highly 
gifted in the light of prophecy ; d,nd' I rather 
think with* Paul, that I rejoice " if Christ be 
preached, even through contention and strife," 
hoping there will always be discriminating minds 
amongst the hearers, who will catch the truth, 
and gather the wheat that falls, although there 
may be an almost beclouding quantity of chaff 
blowing around. * » # # # 

M.S. 



LETTER LXXX. 

Plumsteady 5th mo. 17, 1832. 
Dear Brother : 

m # * If I go to New-Yovk, I should 
be at least on my w%y as far as Greenville, and 
that is now my prospect j though from the entire 
silence on the subject in thy last, I conclude thee 
thinks there is nothing auspicious to be expected 
ip. New York from such a visit. But as to my- 
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self, I find such an abstractedness of mind, that 
tbe wbole world appears to be out of view, and 
I stand accountable as a moral agent to God 
alone ; that as such an agent to such a Power, 
or vested with such a trust, the work of the soul's 
salvation, or thef securing of eternal substance 
by the means given, is the work of my day. And 
^ishall I, coward like, forsake the path of duty, 
and Qnquire of a frowning world whether I had 
better act up to the trust, or turn traitor and em- 
bezzle the Master's goods, his rightful due ; or, 
taking that portion of them which He giveth me 
into a far country, riot thereon in the smiles of 
, Society favor and the transient gleam of worldly 
applause 1 I feel not the slightest temptation to 
.such a step, and amidst the jar that fills the 
streets of Babylon, hear not, and amidst al) the 
.wares of her mei'chants, see nothing inviting. 
One entire calm pervades my mind as to the re- 
sult thereof, and I unite with thy views, as ex- 
pressed in thy last, respecting the utility of the 
venerable old fabric. Whilst there is one comer 
of one of its most extended wings that will shel- 
ter the lame, the halt and the blind with safety, I 
say, let it stand. It seems almost as though this 
last solitary refuge would be destroyed by the 
•misguided zeal of those who are striving to sus- 
tain the entire pile. Thup their veneration for 
the decayed parts, may endanger that which is 
•yet sound. ^ » # » ♦ • 

I have wandered widely from the subject 
pon which I commenced, but would not have 



d by Google 



^n 



XARTaA SMITH. 135 

tbee suppose ^at this digression is the result of 
aay' distrust of thy entire good will and regard 
for the wel^e of thy sister, but rather conclude 
that business of greater importance than reli* 
gious squabbles have occupied thy attention. ♦ 
* • I shall probably leave home on Fourth- 
day, and shall be pleased, on my arrival at New- 
Yoric, to meet thee on the wharf, or, if it wiU 
suit thy convenience, at New Brunswick. 

M.6 



LETTER LXXXT. 

Plmmstead, 8th mo. 1, 1832. 
Dear Brother : 

* * * * We have been looking 
witli some anxiety for more Uian a week for a 
letter from thee, until this evening we heard one 
had been received by Dr. Wilson, bearing intel- 
ligence of the death of Dr. H., a stroke which 
I suppose must fall heavy upon thy feelings, and 
has somewhat aroused our apprehensions for thy 
Hsfety ; and although, as I observed in a former 
letter, the health of our neighborhood holds out 
no very flattering inducement as a retreat, yet 
from Dr. Stephens's remarks, there is reason to 
hope that Cholera will not find subjects much 
exposed to its assaults, in the fi'ee, open atmos- 
phere of the country, » • # * 

8th mo. 2. — This day I received thine of the 
30th of last month, the reading of which ha^ 
deeply affected my feelings, from experimental 
16» 
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knowledge of the emotions occasioned by losing 
a near and intimate friend, one whose mental en- 
dowments and habits of life rendered her both an 
oomament and valuable member of the commu- 
nity. Such, 88 those who best knew her can 
testify, was Sarah, wife of H. B. E.; and even at 
this distant period, the blank that is left in so- 
briety by her r^noval, at times, when brought 
into view, casts a shade of sorrow over my mind 
which is followed by a copious flow of sympa- 
thy.. From the character thee gives of thy late 
friend. Dr. H., it appears like a promising fruit- 
tree suddenly torn up and destroyed by a ruthless 
tornado. Such losses continue to be felt, long 
after the circumstances which produced them 
have been forgotten. The separation from those 
whose attractive virtues have entwined them in- 
timately into our better feelings, in despite of 
our firmest philosophy and fullest belief in the 
propriety of aH the dispensations of Providence, 
o«r weaker natures often mourn, as for a severed 
limb. But I will leave the touching subject. 
The present time emphatically recalls the lan- 
guage — "Weep not for those that are gone, but 
for those that remain ;" ,if there is indeed any 
time to stand and weep. It has been with me 
for some weeks past i-ather a time of serious, 
lober perseverance in social and domestic duties, 
I have for years believed it of the greatest mo- 
ment, that our day's work be done in the day 
time; and thus if obedience keep pace with 
knowledge, we fihall none of us have any thing 
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to fear from Death, -but can rather look to it as 
a rest for the soul, wearied with the toils, anxie- 
ties and vicissitudes inseparable from its tenuire 
in an earthly tabernacle, finds repose on the pil- 
lowed feeling of having been faithful to the best 
<>f its ability. M. S. 



I^ETTER LXXXII. 

Flumstead, 12th mo. 20, 1832. 
Dear Brother: 

* » * Worldly cares break in and 

derange that fitness of things, which, if uninter- 
rupted, would render the moral world an Eden. 
So delicate is that finely constructed musical in- 
strument, the human mind, that the least touch 
of a key out of the right order, disturbs the me- 
lody ; hence so much discord and mangling (if I 
may so term it,) instead of that musical harmony 
which soothes and softens the passions, refines 
the feelings and exalts the heart; There can be 
no stiMy more interesting than the construction 
thereof; and for man to become intimately ac- 
quainted with the nature of his own mind, and 
to keep it properly attuned, is certainly accom- 
plishing the end of his being; that true mdeed is 
one of the answers in the Catechism : " The chief 
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him" — 
corresponding also with a passage in Scripture : 
«* O ! tliat my people were wise ; that they would 
consider this, often to think of their latter end." 
The latter or ultunate end of man's pecular cha- 
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racter and endowments being happiness^ to be^ 
come fully acquainted with his mental powers, 
and to concentrate them -all upon the one grand 
point, is . to glorify or display the greatness of 
that First Cause, or moving principle of intelli- 
gence, called God, and thus called because it is 
the supreme object of love and veneration to 
every enlightened mind. Hence the substantial 
enjoyment arising from the true understanding 
and application of his immortal powers ; and thu3 
we see the importance of every preliminary step, 
as '* O ! that my people were wise," &c. — ^that 
they would be wise enough to ponder the letters 
of the spiritual alphabet, and become capable of 
recognizing them at the first glance, however 
complicated and interwoven into words and sen- 
tences, or in more simple terms, attend to those 
innate impressions which bring a sensible degree 
of satisfaction to the mind. Thus, by strict at- 
tention and obedience, the spiritual or mental 
sense of feeling becomes so quick, that they are 
leadily understood, and so the slightest deviation 
is perceived by the discord, or sense of sadness, 
that is felt. In this way, I conceive, we may 
account for many of the actions of the newly 
awakened, where thing? are done seemingly un- 
important, and oft times insignificant, to those 
around, yet of the highest consequence to the 
child of faith ; and, to return to the simile of the 
music, the characters or signs on the note-book, 
I suppose all teach the variety of keys required 
to make up one harmonious whole. It is some- 
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what singular that such a comparison should 
present, but it did so in that way that I never 
disregard without compunction. * • • 

Now, when we consider the progress of mea- 
sures taken for the help and amendment of so- 
ciety, that a resort to committees has been the 
last pacific resource, we have every reason to. 
believe that some momentous issue awaits us. 
And here I break in upon the subject to acknow- 
ledge the gratitude I feel in that my hold on 
society is broken off, and that the confidence I 
once had in th6 building is now transferred to 
the great Builder alone ; that let what come that 
may in a collective capacity, the glorious privi- 
lege of individual labor, and the blessed reward 
of individual faithfulness, remains to us all. * 
♦ ♦♦•♦♦ M. S. 



LETTER LXXXIII. 

Plumstead, 6th mo. 16, 1833. 
Dear Brother : 

* ♦ * I have been this afternoon to 

a meeting appointed by one of the Christian bre- 
thren, at a school-ht)use in Milton ; but the house 
being too small to contain the audience, we sat 
under the shade of the trees, and had a solemn, 
instructive meeting. There is a peculiar felicity 
of feeling when we meet as brethren under tho 
broad canopy of heaven, or within walls un- 
known to the rigid rules of sectarian order. If 
the speaker, too, is unbiassed by them, the train 
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of his discourse, harmonising with feelings of 
pure and untrammelled devotion, leads the mind 
imperceptibly away from those sensations which 
are so foreign to the benign influence of the 
gospeU * * * , * * * * 
I was interested in the concerns of your 
^ Yearly-meeting, which thou had the kindness to 
communicate to me, but was surprised to iBnd 
still remaining such traces of superstitious vene- 
ration for a yearly which I have long since 
travelled out of or lost. But so it is with us ;— 
on a cursory view we are almost astonished to 
find that others do not see and feel just as we do, 
when a moment's reflection silences the busy 
** meddler with other people's concerns," and 
we travel on in the sphere of our own. 

Our Quarterly-meeting was the most uninte- 
resting I ever remember to have sat in. It was 
mostly silent, except the reading of the extracts, 
and a labored general epistle from the Yearly- 
meeting. The evident decline of life in those 
letter-learned essays, as well as the whole of our 
established system, is n^anifest, like every thing 
else in created nature subject to decline, and 
methinks all that is wanting to reconcile the 
people to their dissolution, is a right understand- 
ing thereof; and not taking this view of it, many 
are mourning, and lamenting, lil^ " women 
weeping for Tamar." Anxious to find out the 
cause, the more sincere-hearted aie ready to 
conclude the fault is in themselves, and go with 
their heads bowed down like a bulrush. Others 
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lay tbe fault upon their fellow travellers, for tte 
neglect of duty, and the observance of the rites 
comparable to " days and times ;" and henqe the 
pure stream of light and intelligence has to make 
its progress through bogs, quagmires, rocks and 
rubbish of the various dispositions of which the 
human mind is composed. Yet, glorious hope, ^ 
or rather glorified certainly, through these it is 
working its way, like the gentle but powerful 
stream from a living spring, to the vast ocean 
from which it is originally supplied, M. S. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

PhUaddphia, 9th mo. 17, 1833. 
Dear Brother : 

* * * The subject alluded to in thy 
last, that has agitated our Society in a particular 
manner, and seems to have excited considerable 
interest in the pubKc mind, is one that has never 
claimed a serious thought of mine. The deci- 
sion may be fraught with important consequeiK^es 
to general society, in which we must all partake. 
If judicial decisions should deprive us of all eur 
places of worship, (so called,) those decisions 
cannot interfere* with the hallowed temple of the 
heart, and that is the only place of worship that 
I believe in. Therefore, for myself, I have no- 
thing to fear, but a common sympathy for those 
to whom the loss of the outer court would be 
like the loss of the right eye or arm. Trusting 
in that power which rightly regulates all things, 
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I can see that those very idols are what must be 
destroyed ; and those pleasant places, the groves 
that must be cut down, in order to establish the 
true worship of the living God, * * ♦ 

^ M. S. 



LETTER LXXXY. 
• PlumsUad, 3d mo. 22, 1835. 

Deae Brother : 

* * * Well, the winter season has 

passed away, but we hear little as yet of the 
singing of birds, only occasionally, for a day or 
two. The winter season is pne of peculiar en- 
joyment to n?ie, and I look back with pleasure to 
the past one, in which the cares of a family com- 
posed of fifteen, sink into oblivion, and the hours 
during the day, snatched from more active du- 
ties, to sit and sew by the window, in a comfort- 
able room, the long evenings, and mornings 
lengthened by rising from one to two hours be- 
fore the sun, — only remain as happy mementos 
of cares and comforts concentrated to the narrow 
confines of in-door existence. Every season of 
the year is exquisitely charming, but .the wide- 
spread cares of spnng and summer take off 
something from the enjoyment of those seasons, 
whilst the outward dreariness of winter is com- 
pensated by the opportunity afforded, for retire- 
ment and reflection. It appears to me that the 
winter of life must paitake of that kind of serene 
enjoyment, to those whose time and talents have 
been rightly employed. M. S. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 

Flwmtead, 8th mo. 23, 1835. 
Dear Brother : 

* * * Thy reference to P. for 

information respecting any subjecfof importance 
which may have recently occurred in Society, 
bespeaks a declining interest on thy part, upon 
those topics, perhaps about equal to my own ; 
for, in fact, when at home, my dome'stic duties sq 
entirely .engross my attention, that I rarely think 
of them enough to ask questions and attend to 
the answers. When I consider the vast revolu- 
tion that has taken place in the little sphere of 
my own mind in that respect, I am induced to 
examine the ground minutely upon which I now 
stand ; and under the examination, I have seen, 
that having made every sacrifice that was called 
for, and performed ev^ry duty required, to the 
best of my understanding and ability, in my 
earlier years, I now feel it a great blessing to be 
released therefrom and left at liberty to attend 
to those temporal duties which I once could and 
did relinquish for the higher ones of a more spi- 
ritual nature. And though my heart occasion- 
ally expands with a prospective view of distant 
friends and distant lands, with the glorious testi- 
mony of light, liberty and truth, yet not feeling 
the expedi^ticy of permanently going forth with 
that testimony, the mind returns as to an anchor 
in port, the hope and the belief that kindred 
spirits commingle, the world over, and that the 
testimony above is being proclaimed and will be 
17 
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proclaimed, though I may not again pass the 
threshold o£ my door on such a mission. * * 

24th — EVENING. — Having accomplished the 
business of the day, I lop a few minutes from 
my pillow to finish this letter. We have some 
most appalling accounts in our late papers re- 
specting the ridts in Baltimore, of which thou 
art doubtless, apprised through the same channel. 
I do not feel any comment to make on the sub- 
ject. An account of the destructive fireS in your 
city, I also read in the same paper, and was 
thinking, whilst I w'as reading, whether any of 
thy particular friends were sufferers. But some 
one's fiiends were, most certainly ; and making 
the case our own will teach us to feel for all the 
afflicted as brethren. # * * * ♦ 

M. S. 



LETTER LXXXVII. 

Solehury, 9th mo. 10, 1836. 
Dear Brother : 

Again my mind has come to the point of ad- 
dressing thee through this medium. But what 
shall I say ? To go back and retrace the past 
for several months, I fear, would require more 
nerve than I have at command ; for I must ac- 
knowledge that the severing from that chain 
which encircles our natural affections on earth, 
(alluded to in thy sympathising letter of 8th 
mo.,) the interesting link of a daughter, whose 
every virtue appeared to expand with her de- 
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dining health, and whose real worth shone forth 
in more con^icuous colors with her setting sun, 
has shaken my fcwtitude to the last degree ; yet 
when I contemplate her tranquil decline and 
close, the many cares, anxieties and penalties in- 
separable from this state of existence, from 
Avhich she is now removed, there is nothing but 
joy and gladness on her account. Still, the affect- 
ing recollection of every scene in which she 
acted a part, or was in some way connected, 
seems, to revive with increased force, as thoughts 
of her sufferings fade away in the distance of 
time. The lone situation of her companion, too, 
tbus widowed ere his twenty-fifth year was com- 
pleted — but it is useless to dwell upon subjects 
which thus press upon the affections. * * * 

M:S. 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Soleburyy 9th mo. 12, 1836. 
Mt Esteemed Cousin : 

* * * * My next apology is 

that our daughter, whose declining health had 
claimed much of my attention during the last 
winter, and exclusively so from the first week 
in the Fifth month, deceased in two days after 
I received it. 

Her mind had appeared to be uniformly tran- 
quil, and. We have reason to believe, prepared 
far the event that ensued. H«r close was so- 
lemnly ser^ie, and for her we have cause to 
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rejoice. But the severing of such a link in the 
chain of human connections, proved more keenly 
affecting than I hkd anticipated, and my mind 
seemed constrained to yield its stronger energies, 
for a time, to the influence of the affections. 
She had been married about eighteen months 
to an interesting companion, whose youth, and 
consequent inexperience in the vicissitudes of 
life, render him, in a peculiar manner, an object 
of our deepest sympathy and solicitude. But 
he has been abundantly favored with the forti- 
tude of a Christian, under a bereavement, which, 
in anticipation, he almost concluded would be 
insupportable. Her age was twenty-one years, 
two months and two weeks. ♦ * ♦ 

And now, with respect to the momentous sub- 
ject which involves the happiness of millions now 
in existence and millions yet unborn, what can 
we say 1 Though I fully unite with thee in dis- 
approving the position which some appear to 
taKe, of keeping still, because of the excitement, 
which they are pleased to term the whirlwind 
and fire, I believe with them, and rejoice in it, 
that oppression will cease as regards African 
slavery, and they will be free. But as to such 
an event coming about without the requisite 
means, or without excitement, it is not to be ex- 
pected. On the contrary, in the very nature of 
things, that keen sense of wrong implanted in 
the rational mind by its beneficent Creator, must 
ever rise indignant in proportion as that wro«g 
becomes manifest. Hence all the zeal that has 
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ever been liianifested in the great work of reform 
of every desi^ription. Hence that unyielding 
perseverance in Jesus of Nazareth, which led 
nim to the cross, and gave to the world of man- 
kind an example of unswerving adherence to the 
path of known duty. And it might be well for 
some that recommend stillness (which seems in 
the common acceptation of the term to imply a 
listless inactivity on the part of man) sojstrenu- 
ously to others, because of some reason or other 
which, no doubt, they think well founded, to set 
the example entirely, and say nothing on either 
side. 

There Were some remarks made in one of our 
committee-meetings last spring, which forcibly 
revived in my memory Mordecai*s leply to 
Esther, when the lives of her countrymen were 
at stake, and he had proposed that she should 
use her influence with the king for the repeal of 
an edict to that effect. She, fearing the king's 
displeasure if she should presume to approach 
him without a certain signal in the royal order, 
plead her excuse. But mark the spirited man- 
ner in which she v^as reproved 5 " Think not 
with thyself that thou shalt escape, in the king's 
house, more than all the Jews. For if thou alto- 
gether boldest thy peace at this time, then shall 
there enlargement and deliverance aiise to the 
Jews from another place ; but thou and thy fa- 
ther's house shall be destroyed : and who know- 
etji whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this V And we may remark the 
17* 
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happy consequences resulting from the course 
she took. That while I disunite with every 
thing like that fearful appiehension of mind 
which recognizes giants and anakims in every 
appeeirance that has not been fully tested by" ex- 
perience, I approve of each individual proving 
for himself the firmness of the ground, by set- 
ting his foot thereon before he trusts his whole 
weight. And as the sincere mind is alwa;fs on 
the watchtower, it marks every movement of 
importance in its different subjects, and hence 
receives a qualification to act with promptness 
and decision, agreeably to the necessities of the 
case. 

There are certain temperaments in the human 
family, which take fire m'lt were at the opposi- 
tion or apathy which they discover in othei-s with 
regard to some all-absorbing subject. When 
people go about to prevent excitement, they 
would do well to study the best means for 
doing it, or they may doubly increase the fer- 
ment, while they suppose themselves in the act 
of allaying it. 

The interest I took in the subject last spring 
was quite involuntary, or rather the active steps 
I took therein ; and it is possible I may not 
again see cause publicly to identify myself wdth 
the Abolitionists ; but the testimony I have long 
held against slavery and oppression, if carried 
out, strikes at the very root of the matter ; but 
there is where some of us fail, and balk the tes- 
timony, in our religious orders, in our every day 
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intercourse with men, or our domestic circle. In 
the present imperfect order of things, there is 
much to deplore, yet we certainly shall not ad- 
vance much in reform, either as respects Society 
errors or self defects, if we stand contemplating 
them too much . The path of improvement leads 
on, as said Christ, ** Go and sin no more," and 
happily for mankind, there is no more required 
of them than to live aright in the present time. 
To-day, is the divine injunction, and "take no 
thought for the morrow ; let the moiTOW take 
thought for the things of itself ;'* plainly indi- 
cating that the present moment is the time for 
us to occupy our talents, and to occupy them 
aright. The next moment, or the next circum- 
stance that calls for om- exertions of mind, or ac- 
tion of limb, truth vrffl appear with greater or 
clearer light, as the nature of the case may re- 
quire. Faith, confirmed in the hope of success, 
gives energy to the mind, and m that it rises 
above the difficulties at which it would otherwise 
stumble, or perhaps utterly fall. And now I 
would that all might be encouraged to persevere 
in what they find to do. 

Affectionately, thy cousin, M. S. 



LEi'TER LXXXIX. 

New-York, 4th mo. 28, 1837. 
My Dear Jane : 

The circumstance of a brother's indisposition 
required my attention in this city immediately 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



200 LBTTEBB OF 

af):er my return home from Philadelphia ; ia con- 
sequence of which, I was obliged to forego the 
satisfaction of attending our little Anti-Slavery 
meeting, which took place the same day I left 
Pennsylvania ; and also that of seeing and hear- 
ing C. C. Burleigh scattering the seeds of con- 
victive evidence through our section of the 
country, in the powerful arguments he produces 
against slavery itself, as the corrupt tree, the 
branches and fruit of which being of the same 
nature, must or will of necessity, in the nature 
of things, bring forth all the consequences which 
facts and observation are continually 8preadin|[ 
before the view of an awakened and awakening 
public. Those seeds being sown in the mind, 
require all the attention of its possessor, to che- 
rish and bring them forth into view in effective 
action. And every thing in the,ord€a: of nature 
goes to prove, not only the utihty, but the abso- 
lute necessity^ of co-operation as a mean^ of car- 
rying on the designs of our Creator. The same 
Power that has furnished the ground, sends forth 
his instruments to so\y the seed— breaks forth 
with the warming influences of the siui, in the 
eitpansion of that feeling of benevolence and 
humanity which impels us to embrace every op- 
portunity for mitigating the afflictions of our fel- 
low beings. In this sympathy of feeling we 
have an evidence of our affinity, as children of 
one common Parent, the diffusion of whose di- 
vinity runs through the various channels of con- 
nection, as the vital stream, passing through the 
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heart of the animal system, invigorates and sup- 
ports every member thereof. How corrupt and 
corruptmg, then, has been and forever must be 
the influence that has gone to derange a system 
created to harmonise in all its parts. Behold, in 
the fir^ instance, a disposition to counteract the 
divine command ; next, an active acquiescence, 
by p€irtaking of a forbidden thing ; and how soon 
was it carried out in forcibly slaying what 
seemed to stand as an obstacle in the way of its 
full enjoyment. . Here may be seen the origin, 
progress and end of a spirit that is emphatically 
called a liar and a murderer. Solemn, then, is 
the consideration, that this spirit of evil can only 
act through the medium of man, an intelligent, 
accountable being. If by watchfulness and 
prayer alone, then, we are to be preserved from 
becoming instruments in perverting the benevo- 
lent designs of Providence, we are most .so- 
lemnly called upon so steadily to walk in that 
light which hath enlightened the understanding 
of man, as to perceive amid the various occur- 
rences of the day in which we live, what we have 
to do. If, in such a walk, the leading concern 
of the mind is to do whatsoever is right, I must 
conclude there is no danger of being misled, but 
that the secret aspiration of the soul being thus : 
" Thy will, and not mine, be done" — the animal 
machine, together with the whole body of intel- 
lectual powers, will come into co-operation with 
the moving principle thereof, which is Love. But 
if instead of this, the fear of man^ in any of its 
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transformadons, have its seat in the mind, and 
rule there, then indeed are we in danger on 
every hand; in danger of strengthening the 
bonds of iniquity, in that our feet, our hands and 
our tongues are not used in bearing testimony 
against it ; in danger of destroying our own 
peace, and forever closing the door of mercy on 
ourselves, by standing aloof when ^e might enter 
in thereat ; — and thus, instead of realising a 
continual increase of light and understandmg, 
of quietness and assurance in our minds, of faidi 
and confidence in the power of truth, we volun- 
tarily place ourselves on the ground where every 
opposite of those inestimable privileges may 
constantly assail us. These things I write as 
belonging or applicable to a mind that hag an 
ear to hear the language of the spirit. And in 
consideration of these ; things, I have found it 
both needful and expedient to avail myself of 
every opportunity of getting information that 
may confirm my feith herein, as regards the 
Anti-Slavery cause. In this, many steps that I 
have taken may seem to be merely casual, and 
to gratify a curiosity to hear; but they have been, 
in fact, to me, acts of religious duty ; for such I 
am bound to consider every duty devolving on 
one who duly consider^ his or her ways. And 
however slight the impression may have been, 
in every instance I have met with an ample 
reward. 

* * * * The three books particu- 
larly named for my own perusal, I brought with 
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me, and found much enjoyment in reading tbem 
to my brother and another friend, unto whom I 
found froedom to introduce the subject. For, 
my dear J., in most places where I have called 
amongst my acquaintances, I have not found 
that freedom. Why it is so, perhaps we have 
Xkdt need to inquire. There is a peculiar grati- 
fication in finding those we love, and with whom 
we have fellowship in some things, united with 
us in ALL things wherein we feel a deep interest 
Perhaps this is not always best for us, as by be- 
ing disappointed herein, we may be brought into 
aH acquaintance with others of the fold and flock 
of Christ, and thus, as such acquaintance in- 
creases, our views may become enlarged, and 
our hearts expanded, into regions of society we 
had otherwise never known. 

There is every reason to suppose I shall re- 
main here, on my brother's account, until after 
the A.. S. Convention. If so, I shall rejoice in 
that circumstance, as something of a counterba- 
lance to those I have to regret herein. I would 
now desire heartily to congratulate those devoted 
sisters, A. E. and S. M. Grimke, in that they 
have given themselves up for the promotion of 
a cause that is evilly spoken of, and that, too, in 
a way that the superficial, the worldly, and the 
sectarian, seem to stand prepared to condemn ; 
hoping that whereunto they have attained, they 
may continue to walk by the same rule, and mind 
the same thing. M. S. 
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LETTER XC. 

Kimberlon, 3d mo. 10, 1838. 
My Dear Family : c. 

* * #- # We have been blessed 

beyond wbat we could have asked, in meeting 
that welcome, wherever we have come, that 
makes us feel at once at home ; — in finding also 
an entrance to the hearts of the people wlien 
assembled. And though I have rarely found 
myself on a journey of this kind before, in which 
I had not a more distinct view given of each 
day's work or destination before it arrived, yet 
I never felt more calm in resting in the present 
tnoment. * * # # # ,♦ * 

M.S. 



LETTER XCI. 

Flumstead; 7th mo. 11, 1838. 
My Dear Friend : 

We were much gratified yesterday by the re- 
ceipt of a letter from thee; bearhig post-mark of 
June 29; or rather, I may say, quite disappointed 
in the reading of it, to find nothing about Ma- 
tilda, or any other earthly subject. And though 
thou wast in New- York at the time of the Yearly- 
meeting, and no doubt heard somewhat of its 
transactions — ^not one word thereon ; not even 
to say how they get along at that, or any other 
time, without P. I. Menitt, whose loss I thought 
the Friends of that Monthly-meeting would feel 
very sensibly, as she appeared to stand in the 



d by Google 



MAETHA SMITH. 205 

gap between rigid disciplinarians and those who 
happened to offend against them. Not a word 
about our dear friends Anna and Martha Lef- 
ferts, in their bereaved state ; neither of thy own 
family, in whose welfare we feel a particular 
interest. But, for myself, I can excuse thy si- 
lence on those subjects, seeing thy jnind is all 
engrossed on what, from thy writing, would ap- 

r3ar to be an entirely new subject, and of which 
should be glad to hear something more from 
thee. Is it really new to thy mind, that the attri- 
butes of Deity, as displayed in the life and cha- 
racter of Jesus, really and substantially testify 
of him as the first-bom of many brethren, or the 
first representative of the church, in whom was 
begotten, or in whom' dwelt, that perfect love 
that enabled him to withstand the temptations 
unto which humanity is liable ; therein evincing 
to a dark and bewildered world, that the same 
doctrine which was implied in the law given to 
Adam in Eden, was the alone way, of salvation. 
Hence, to those who had. fallen under the curse, 
or in consequence of the state of things brought 
about by his failure, or disobedience, that world 
of sin and iniquity in which mankind has be- 
come involved. To such, the adoption of that 
doctiine or law became, and still becomes, the 
only way of redemption. Hence the adorable 
Jeaus stands the one mediator, or visible and 
sensible medium, by which the rational mind 
comes to a knowledge of God. By embracing 
his doctrines and obeying his precepts, we come 
18 
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into union and communion with him: Hence 
the testimony of Paul : "Hive, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me." Hence that abhorrence and 
loathing of the soul (that has come to an under- 
standing of these things) for every thing of an 
opposite nature ; and hence that longing to de- 
part therefrom, and to be with, or conformed 
wholly to, Christ. 

But if thy views have changed on that subject, 
why is it necessary for thee to tehange position, 
that is, join thyself to the Orthodox 1 If thou 
hast received thy views under the ministry of J. 
J. G., is that an evidence that they alone hold 
the time dodtrine 1 For my own part, though I 
have had serious doubts jbr some time, as to 
whether our Friends have a right understanding 
of the character' and officq of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, yet I have as much doubt as to the Ortho- 
dox understanding it essentially. Therefore, 
unless the path of duty lead thee thereunto, I 
hope thou will be preserved from changing in 
such a way as would seem to manifest instabUity. 
During a visit of a few weeks last winter and 
spring in some parts of Chester county, I was 
favored with an insight into that subject, which 
I had been longing for, for years; and if thou 
wert here, I should love to converse with thee 
about it. 

We had looked somewhat for thee this sum- 
mer, and whenever thou feels it in the way of 
commission or permission, I hope thou wilt find 
a door of entrance into our house. It is cheer- 
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ing to find thou still feels an interest in the 
cause of the down-trodden slave. 

I now close, and desire thee to write again if 
thee feels to do so, as I trust thou wilt never 
have any thing to communicate in that way, 
which will not be interesting to thy friend, 



LETTER XCII. 

, Plumstead, 8th mo. 10, 1838. 

Dear P.: 

It was pleasing to receive an answer to my 
last so early as the fifth of this month, and also 
the matter it contained ; and if it were possible 
to receive in writing, or rather to understand by 
writing, the views and sentiments of another as 
clearly as they can be conveyed by questions and 
answers, I would take this method of compaiing 
views ; for I have been very desirous of having 
the sentiments of a candid Orthodox on the cha- 
racter of Christ ; but will rather postpone it until 
thou comes, which, if thou art ready to do, our 
family will all welcome thee, I trust ; and I do 
not suppose any of thy friends vnll look much 
askance at thee, if thou dost not at them. I saw 
J. and M. Magill since recfeiving thy last, and 
told them of the reception of both letters, but 
not of their contents, save what related to the 
lectures thou mentioned. I shall let them have 
the perusal of both when convenient, which will 
probably be on the 18th, as our Anti-Slavery 
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meeting takes place on that day, and they at- 
tend. I suppose they will be astonished as much 
as our girls were, to hear that "F, has turned Or- 
thodox. If thou hadst been a little more explicit 
about tho^e lectures, and as to how they were 
received by the people, and especially by the 
Friends (so called,) it would have been more 
gratifying. I cannot say much about the increase 
of interest on the subject of Abolition amongst 
the people at large, in this part of the country ; 
but for myself, slavery appears to be so directly 
opposite to the doctrines of the gospel, to sound 
policy, and even self-interest of the master, that 
It only wants to be seeu as it really is, to make 
it loathsome in the extreme to every rational 
mind. 

Thou hast no doubt read the account of the 
transactions in Philadelphia last Fifth month, at 
which time the purpose of many was entirely 
diverted from its object, in that there was no 
place found for the Free-Produce convention to 
meet. It now appears there is a call for it again 
on the fifth of next month. 

My views on that subject have changed de- 
cidedly, and it appears quite inconsistent for 
Abolitionists to be living on the gain of oppres- 
sion ; that while we disavow the principle of 
inducing the masters to release the slaves from 
motives of interest, we also show by our actions 
that we are not influenced by self-interest in pro- 
curing the fruit of his unrequited labors, because 
it is cheaper than the other. 
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I may now tell thee, my sphere of action has 
been considerably enlarged since I saw thee ; — 
attended Baltimore Yearly-meeting last fall ; 
also a number of meetings in the course of the 
winter, a distance from home, and am now pre- 
paring to attend Indiana Yearly-meeting; should 
have been glad of thy assistance, both spiritually 
and temporally, if thou had seen it in thy way to 
be with us ; shall set out, if permitted in the 
truth, the fourth of next month, and perhaps not 
return till the Eleventh month. Now, in case 
thou favors me with another letter, please be a 
little more explicit, and tell me whether thou at- 
tends meeting, where, and how received. With 
unabated love for thee and thy near connexions, 
for want of more time, !• must conclude, and re- 
main thy friend. M.S. 

LETTER XCIII. 
Columbiana Co., O., 12th mo. 16, 1838. 
Mr Deae Husband : 

Although in the midst of the preparations for 
getting away from home there was nothing said 
about writing, and the uncertainty of letters 
arriving as inf ended has almost discouraged ine, 
yet feeling theei with our dear children, this eve- 
ning brought very near, it is with me to commu- 
nicate in this way some of the particulars of our 
journey, not doubting that your thoughts have 
been much with us, as mine have been with you. 
But I am often reminded that I must resign you 
18* 
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all, and every thing else that can be taken from 
me, seeing that all my efforts to bring heaven 
and earth together, or in other words, all the 
efforts that I have made (which have been many) 
to serve the great Master in the way that the 
world approves, have been marked by disap- 
pointment ; and I greatly fear that most, if not 
all the difficulties that we have had to contend 
with in our domestic concerns, are traceable to 
this cause ; for I well remember when the iti- 
junction was impressed upon my mind before I 
was settled in life — " Seek first the kingdom of 
Heaven and the righteousness thereof, and all 
things necessary shall be added.'* When I re- 
member the past, survey the present, or look to 
the future, all I can ask for you is the protection 
and direction of Divine Providence ; all I can 
ask for myself, is to become more conformed to 
the Heavenly Father's will. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

M. S* 



LETTER XCIV, 

Flumstead, 3d mo. 18, 1839. 
My Dear P. : 

• * * How is it thou hast not written 
to me again % I should like to hear how thou art 
getting along with thy (supposed) new faith. I 
say supposed, because I can recollect the clear- 
ness of thy doctrine on the saving power of gos- 
pel love, long since ; and it appears to me the 
only change that has taken place in thy mind is. 
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that thy understanding has perceived the fact, 
that Jesus was the first medium to the world of 
mankind for illustrating, both by precept and ex- 
ample, the extent thereof; and that love be- 
coming predominant in man over every other 
love or lust, producing entire obedience of all 
the powers of mind, chastening the affections, 
subduing the passions and curbing the appetites 
common to the animal natuie, is what we call 
the new birth, Christ in you, the hope of glory 
— the same that subdues the natural will, with 
all its runnings to and fro ; its anxieties to do 
something for the good oause, (professedly ;) its 
voluntai'y sacrifices, and its thousands of turnings 
and twinings, (serpent like.) This will being thus 
surrendered, man comes to see that Christ, the 
power of God and the wisdom of God, worketh 
m him, both to will and to do, according to his 
own good pleasure. 

I fully concur with thee in ascribing falsity to 
the expression that is often used, "that we know 
enough ;" and perhaps this mistaken idea of 
knowledge is the greatest hindrance that pre- 
vents our coming to the true knowledge, in that 
it prevents our seeking for it. Please write soon 
(if thou art not coming in person,) to thy friend 
in faith, 

M.S. 

How is the great cause of humanity progress- 
ing among you ? I ti*ust it is gaining ground, 
though slowly, here. 
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LETTER XCV. 
ScottsviUe, N. F., 6th mo. 24, 1839. 

My Dear Husband and Children : 

• • * ♦ ♦ • You have 
continued to be the companions of my thoughts 
from day to day, and an earnest desire for your 
preservation; amidst the conflicting ca?es of busr- 
ness, dwells with me so much that my sleeping 
hours are often occupied with dreams of jan un- 
pleasant nature. Whether these things are suf- 
fered in order more effectually to wean me from 
those objects which cling closer and closer to my 
selfish nature, or whether they have their origin 
in that sympathy to which our mental constitu- 
tion is peculiarly adapted, and which renders us 
capable of feeling for, and thus in some measure 
bearing, one another's burthens in the social com- 
pact and necessary concerns of life, lo cannot 
fully decide. But thus much I do know : that 
feeling to be in my own proper place, I must 
leave you all to the superintending care of that 
Providence who watched over and j^reserved me, 
long before I was justly sensible thereof. 

* * * * I omitted to mention that 
we lodged on Fifth-day night at 1. Post's, in Ro- 
chester. He and his wife were with us next day 
at B. Reighneif 's. They are decided Abolition- 
ists. Friends where we have been, with a very 
few exceptions, practice, as far as they can, on 
thepnnciple of abstinence from the products of 
slave labor. They appear much more engaged. 
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as a body, on the subject, than in our part of the 
country. A public lecture was given on Fourth- 
day afternoon of the Yearly-meeting week, in 
our part of the meeting-house. A large com- 
mittee at the same time was sitting in the other 
part, to consider of a memorial that had been 
sent from one of the subordinate meetings to the 
Yearly-meeting for its sanction, and designed to 
be directed from the Yearly-meeting down to all 
the subordinate meetings, for members to sign 
individually, then to be sent to the Meeting for 
SttfTerings, and by it forwarded to the Senate and 
House df Representatives, praying for all that the 
two Houses have power to do, to be done, on the 
subject of slavery. I attended wdth them. It 
was an interesting meeting, and after a free ex- 
pression of sentiments respecting it, a sub-com- 
mittee Was appointed to make some alterations 
in the memorial, which was afterward attended 
to, and the Yearly-meeting decided upon, au- 
thorising the clerks of both meetings to sign it 
on-behalf thereof. * * * M. 15. 



[The foUowing letters, with the exception of the 
iast three, were written during a journey to Ohio and 
Indiana.] 

LETTER XCVI. 

* Valley, 9th mo. 6, 1839. 
My Dear Husband : 

After a safe and steady drive, we are here. 
The sun's last rays shone amongst the clouds in 

^* * 
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the west as we passed the meeting-house and 
turned towards Joseph Walker's, which is within 
call thereof. Have spent the evening partly in 
listening to a wiitten account of his son Isaac, a 
young man twenty-five years of age, who de- 
ceased two weeks since ; and partly in conversing 
on the responsibility that rests upon mortals for 
the right occ^ipation of the time and talents with 
which they aife blessed. May my dear children 
be made duly sensible thereof in early life, is my 
prayer for them ; and this can only be effected 
by the all-powerful influence of divine love, 
drawing the mind to the great fountain or soixrce 
of Good, and then giving it an understanding of 
the things that make for peace. My mind has 
felt solemnized this afternoon, and this text of 
Scripture has several times run through it : " Let 
not him that putteth on the harness boast himself 
as him that putteth it off." There is consolation 
felt in knowing that all pertaining to tins world, 
even to my dear family, has been given up on 
the present occasion, for the sake of, and in the 
hope of, the gospel of Jesus Christ. * ♦ • 

M.S. 



LETTER XCVII. 

9th mo. 28, 1839. 
My Dear Husband : 

# ♦ • • . Attended Select meeting. 
Mourning and lamentation was the language of 
some of the members. For my part I felt no- 
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thing like it. The cloud that had rested on the 
tabernacle before me, on the way, being re- 
moved, I saw the way open, and read the posi- 
tive, though persuasive language : " Speak to my 
people, that they go forward." ♦ • • 

Yesterday received a letter from home, the 
contents of which, excepting the part relating to 
mother, were very gratifying. I have always 
had a strong desire (if it might be permitted,) 
to be with her and have the care oi her in her 
last days, and especially if she became helpless; 
so that the intelligence of her increased debility 
is very afflicting. But I do not see that I can do 
otherwise, situated as I am, than to attend to the 
concern, by which I was constrained, after 
weighing all the probable and apparent conse- 
quences, to leave them in that Hand upon which 
I felt, and still feel, to lean for support. Give 
my kind love to her. I trust she will be well 
attended to, and well satisfied where she is. The 
accounts of my children and domestic concerns 
are a renewed confirmation that they are much 
better without me than when I am at home and 
not in my right place. * * # ' ♦ 

9th mo. 30. — The Yearly-meeting convened. 
Priscilla Cad\^allader took a seat by my side, ra- 
ther late, not being able to leave her bed long 
at a time. A view of the great and only diffi- 
culty that stands in the way of our getting along 
aright under * every circumstance, being the un- 
iubyected will of man, presented before me, upon 
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which I arose, and as the suhjecf: enlarged, em- 
bracing the Yearly-meeting and its concerns, 
relieved my mind, and thus cleared my own way 
in a few expressions ; after which, Priscilla ex- 
pressed her unity, and continued enlarging on 
the same subject, in the same powerfiil manner 
that we have heard her in times that are past. 
Her ministry had at this time, as at others, the 
tendency to turn my thoughts directly inward, 
to examine my own standing. There is a great 
deal that we hear amongst us, in the line of the 
ministry, that leads the mind around the con- 
tracted circle of our Society, without seeming to 
give it one glimpse of light beyond. There is 
another kind, (which we hear too UttiQ of,) that 
expands it in light and love to the utmost bounds 
of the habitable globe. Of these three kinds, 
the first and the last are to me the true gospel 
ministry. The other may have its use, for aught 
I know, as one of the preparatory means of Di- 
vine Providence in instructing the minds of some, 
but l.fear it is greatly impeding the individual 
progress of many. Priscflla left immediately 
after speaking, informing us that her health 
would not permit her remaining. After the mi- 
nutes for Miriam and myself were read, it was 
proposed that "if the Friends had a desire to go 
into the men*s meeting, the way was open" — 
which paved the way for what occurred to me, 
as a requisite step. Accordingly, accompanied 
Lyd^ PJumiper, and relieved my mind, without 
occupying much time. This session of the 
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YtBrlj-meeting y^sA conducted haraioiiiotulyy 
Ae liberty of truth extendingover it. 

Third-DAT, 10th mo. 1.— ^elt great freedom 
in participating with Friends, during a long seit^ 
•ion. The (]^ueries were all read and answered, 
pretty much m the way that we have beeii accus- 
tomed to hear them. After its close, sat a com- 
mittee of the Yearly-meeting that has had the 
care of the African concerns, (so called,) fo* 
sevei'al years, which is to assist the colored peo* 

Sle in schooling their children. There was ew 
ence of considerable life in the cause ; and tk 
proposition to extend the exertions c^siud com-* 
mittee further, and embrace a larger field di 
labor, called forth the expression of sentiment ill 
ieveral to that end, but finally gave way to th# 
eoticlusion that, as a committee of the Yearly^ 
meeting, they were not warranted in so doing. 

The prospect in regard to the abolition sub^eel 
is by no means discouraging. The gtound H 
being broken up, and although there wee some^ 
&r rather, I may say, many, of the old trees and 
Stumps standing, thei'e is preparation making 
dtat the seed may be cast hi ; and when oncd 
00wn, there k no fear but it will take rof>t and 
grow in many minds. Indeed, there is no reft* 
son to doubt the final success of this cause ev^ii^ 
where, seeing it is so good a one. I fetii nsneft 
interest in our little Society at home, and deSir^l 
hd members may l>e diligent in stirnbg aacll 
6^ier up, and circulating information among 
mketB, as way may open. X find the sulje^i 
19 
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niOFe BxA more pressing upon me m connectioB 
with preaching the gospel, and that in so doing 
tU opposition appeal's to have been l>ome down, 
and some who had been considered as decidedly 
averse to heaiing any thing respecting it, have 
manifested cordiality, and some expressed unity 
tfterward. * * * # # * 

Fifth-day, 3d. — This day closed the. Yearly- 
meeting. It was one of ^eep exercise of feeling, 
m which truth arose triumphant over all, I be- 
lieve, in many minds. One young woman, in a 
iweet and solemn tone, with great deliberation, 
testified what she had felt, and openly covenanted 
with her God, to serve Him, praying for his pre- 
fierving care, and desiring that others might come 
|o him. Another, apparemly further advanced 
in life, in a lively manner testified to the renewal 
of faith sli^ had felt, afld encouraged others to 
seek for it ^ spake of the preservation she had 
witnessed in a remote wilderness, while her hus- 
band wa& engaged in promoting the anti-slavery 
cause ; and the confidence she had ielt in lea\ing 
her children on the present occasion. But to 
form a conception of the real state of things, one 
must have been present* The effect, however, 
m^y be compared to a copious shower of rain in 
a thirsty land, which, though in the swelling of 
the streams they were somewhat muddy, yet this 
flowing off, leaves them clear ; and the springs 
having received a replenishing from the great 
fountain, the whole land begins to levive, vev- 
4nre clothes the fields, and the ikee of nature 
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wearo a smile. Such, I am peraHiaSed, k wiUt 
be through the limits erf" this Yearly-meetings 
The sleep of death on the subject of humaoi 
rights is broken up, and some miuds have ariseoi 
oat of the grave and are preparing to enter into 
labor. * * * • ♦ ♦ ♦ ^ 

If my last letter was received, I shall expe^ 
to get one at Green Plain, where we hope to 
arrive. in a little more than, a week. I am anx- 
ious to hear from mother, as well as the rest oi 
you. Give my love to her, and receive all thai 
a mother can commit to you, in desires for your 
peace and happiness; also as a wife, I remains 
most affectionately, M. S. 



LETTER XCVIII. 

WaynesvUle, 12th mo. 8, 1839. 
Mt Dear Husband and Children : 

****** Attended the 
Select meeting ; not very large, there being on# 
or two Monthly-meetings in the Quarter thf^ 
have DO select body belonging to them. It was* 
a season of eminent favcn*, in searching testimony 
as to the duty and responsibility of this part of 
Society, which testimony went over all opposir 
tioB, if any was felt. 

9th. — The Quarterly-meeting was large, anf4 
favored with the sarne freedom in testimimy, oa 
general subjects, (amongst which the Anti-chrisr 
tian system of slavery was a prominent one,) as 
cm the day previous. The spirit of opposition. 
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thougb Aromed, as the sequel of the nleetfai^ 
manifested, was kept quite under the control of 
good order. Fethaps P. would say, on such ^cn 
oeeasioR, as some ot the Disciples did formerly, 
** Lord, eTen the devils were subject to us in thy 
name ;" which expression, when rightly under* 
stood, is altogether appropriate. The usual man- 
ser of expression on such occasions among 
Friends, has been, that ** truth rose into domi- 
nion." For my own part, I find that when my 
own choice of things is given up, both as to 
flianner, matter, time and place, that truth then 
nses into dominion in me, as an instrument, and 
whatever is done through the instrument, in that 
passive state, is in the power of truth, or in other 
language, by Jesus the Satiour, • ♦ ♦ 

And now, though perhaps you are looking for 
us home, I must mform that it will be several 
weeks (most likely) before we can anive. I had 
vainly striven to ^t through so as to reach home 
to assist in the press of business that presents to 
fimners' fa^iilies at this season of the year; but 
have at length become recimciled to confinmn to 
what may be required from day to day. I gel 
toy bread as I go along, and have found way 
made to ptoeetd, pretty much in the same man- 
ner, oftentimes not knowing one ilay what was 
Ito be done the next. Feel my trust in Provi- 
dence, both for you and myself, renewed fifom 
time to time, or tather, an aUdipg trust. • • 
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LETTER XCIX. 

12th mo. 28, 183S. 
Mr Dear Husband and Children : 

• • • • • ♦ Snowing and 
storming all day. Think ourselves well provided 
for, in tibat we are with kind friends. 

29th. — Completety storm-bound; roads MX, 
fences drifted up, and still blo-^ing. A few 
Friends worked their way with horses, c«en and 
sleds, to meeting. The oldest settlers here have 
moTer known such a drifted snow, though it is 
Hot supposed to be more than two feot deep on 
a level. We have, in the situation in which we 
are now placed, a fresh proof of our shortsigh^ 
edness in what is really best for us, even as to 
temporal comfort; it having been extremely in 
the cross, to the natural affections of the heart, to 
make such a digression to the north, when we 
had been contemplating taking a tolerably dired 
course homeward, at the very time ^en, in ad- 
dition to the vaiious ties of filial, maternal and 
conjugal affection, considerations of temporal 
economy, and tlie probate inclemency of the 
season approaching, combined to strengthen the 
draught in that direction ; — ^forbad we proceeded 
as contemplated when we left Berlin, we should, 
no doubt, have found ourselves thus hedged in 
amongjtt strangers and on expenses, perhaps on 
the bleak mountains where we found a deficiency 
In the genial comforts of life, even in the NintJl 
wondu What, then, mig^t we not had to •nr 
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counter in the Twelfth ! We are now amidst a 
little band of Friends, and numerous of other de- 
nominations, in whose minds the way appeaXB 
opening for the testimonies of truth, in that way 
like unto the voice of *' one ci-ying in the wilder- 
ness :" and we are now only waiting for the roads 
to be opened so that the people can collect toge- 
ther to furnish the opportiinity to declare of those 
things, which, when seen in tlie light of Christ, 
a^id ability felt which is in 7ffm, is meat and 
drink to the believer. • • • * 

IsT MO. 10. — ^Again find my purpose thwarted, 
having contemplated leaving here (Brighton) to- 
day for Alleghany ; but not finding liberty so to 
do, am waiting with ^ope, for 1 durst not say it 
is with jpaiicmie. Those who have never known 
living one day at a time, cannot see any prc^ri^ 
in it, nor conceive why it should be so. For my 
own part, I have no doubt of its being the way 
best calculated to reduce me to that lltden^s 
which is necessary. 

• • ♦ I fully believe that when there 
is a strong desire for improvement in that way, 
it is important such desire should be gratified as 
far as possible ; but if impossible, and the atten- 
don is turned to ^^^^cultivation, such a mind may 
come into the school of Christ, and therein expe- 
rience more real advantage than all other schoolr 
ing in the world can confer with<*)ut it. Hie 
studies of that school can be ( ursued m the 
midst of other avocations, as the Tearier wiU 
i^ays l>e with os if we will tUtend to Him ; y«a» 
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Is With ns, ^ougfa there may be so little atten- 
tion paid to Him, that His instructions are un- 
heard, and His rules unnoticed. That my chil- 
dren may become deeply learned therein, is my 
most solemn idesire for them, and that they naay 
apply such learning to the use designed. Less 
or more than this I have not presumed to ^sk at 
tile Throne of Grace at any time for them ; know- 
lag that if we win Christ therein, we shall come 
to inherit all things. • • • • • 

M.S. 



LETTER C. 

St, dear Taumship, Bedford Co., > 
1st mo. 22, 1840. ] 
Mt Dear Friend : 

My mind having been very often with thee, as 
«l80 with some other dear friend^ in the same 
neigfalNnihood, I have felt this afternoon to com- 
mune with you in this way. 
I Since we last parted, thy affectionate spirit 
has often seemed to be with me ; and when visit- 
ing our valued friends the Dugdales, thy pre- 
sence -was all that was wanting to render it most 
excellent ; for they were evidently disappointed 
in not seeing thee. 

Thou wilt perhaps lo<^ for a sketch of historV 
item me, but having vmtten such a sketch, and 
0ei^ it home, in several letters, the incidental 
part of my travels bl» passed away. The feel- 
mgs diat have generally attended my mind con« 
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liiiue much the same. Fui4ii^ my peace wa« 
no loQffer to be found at home, or in the thi^gy 
thereof, the determiuation took place in xuj 
thoughts, that if way was made for pursuing the 
journey then before me, I would give up to the 
guidance of the Master so long as He should 
keep it open. Accordingly^ we set out. The point 
in view was Indiana Yearly-meeting. There 
was a great space of country lying before nmt 
but what part of it was to be found accessible to 
the preaching of the gospel, without all the ap- 
pendages that the onltr (so called) attaches to it, 
was unknown. My confidence was in Christ ; a 
solemn weight rested on me, ** not knowing what 
things should heisl me.** But on taking my seat 
in the Select meeting at Richmond, on Seventh- 
day morning, the buithen le(t me^ and the nuu^ 
tie of Christ assumed its place, and that has con- 
tinued to be the covering of my spirit since. 
Overspread with such a canopy, my head has 
been shielded in every battle that I have had 
with the fear of man. And this, I am thoroughly 
persuaded, is the greatest foe we have to guard 
Bgainst«^the stronghold in which Sulf becomes 
entrenched for safety, or the flimsy covering with 
which it seeks to screen the love of its own fife. 
Nor do I believe we can ever get the victory 
pver this, until Jesus Christ, the saving love of 
God, has full possession of the soul. Therefore, 
in every instance in which that fear is cast out, 
00 that the action or actions wrought are devoid 
of it, it is in consequence of the iBuperi(N: prev** 
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I^iice ^ that loice, under which nothing can \m 
Qxalted but the Creator, because the creature i# 
inau^ection, and willingly so. Oh! my fiiend» 
kow I long for the increase- of that true httmility 
that would gk-ow . out of the true and saving 
knowledge. How worse than useless would 
then appear the mock humility that stands in 
abundance of profession of it, and how insuffi- 
cient ike knowledge, which, we often hear said, 
is not wanting. My joy and rejoicing is continu- 
ally in this, that it is increasing. The eye of 
faith beholds it as the effect of the same Saviour 
that operated formerly through the medium of 
one prepared body — ^now operating through 
thousands and tens of th«»usands of mediums of 
God's own preparing. It is being seen in His 
pnyvidences, in His mercies, and in that very 
retribution which ungodliness is producing in its 
own works and upon its workers. 

MBRioif , 2n Bco. 23. — At the time I vrvate the 
riwve, my mind was forcibly drawn to relieve 
itself of the deep feeling of unity and sympadiy 
that bound me to thyself and some others of mj 
friends in Bucks county. Indeed, my cross has 
been in this separation, during the whole of the 
journey. My ftimily and friends have been like 
a loadstone, tugging at my heart continually, and 
It was not until now that I could distingubh why 
it was so (exactly;) one reason for which is, that 
thnM^ those strong sympathies of our naturOi 
we become more sennble of the moral symp»» 
IUm that bind die cfaildten erf* men together every 
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where; and tfattt because of the many oeunta^ 
actiBg eircumstanoeB, all arising oiit of one caus^ 
(seifiahness,) sufiR^ring and sorrow abounli, irf- 
stead of love, joy, peace, Sec. ; that by a constant 
reference to t6ese social feelings in myself, I aiS 
taught to feel with and for the afHicted every 
where, and especially for the slave and the sleeve 
mothm* and wife. • • • * • 

M. S. 



LETTER CI. 

Half moon VaUey, Centre Co.; Pa., > 
Ist mo. 27, 1840. J 
Mt Dear Husband and Children : 
• •••••! guppose 

you may again be looking for us home ; therefore 
£ee\ somewhat for your disappointment. As to 
myself, having become inured thereto, happily, 
in thk tiling my neck is bent to the yoke ; and 
though, one week since, I imagined (for it hm 
proved nothing but imagination) that we should 
get home on First-day next, yet now am left to- 
tally uncertain as to the time that we may arrive. 
All the meetings that were before me when! 
set out, still stami as they did, and most lik^^y 
we will remain and take them. My prayera axe 
that we may all profit by these things. Hitherto, 
^ere has not been one step of my movements 
during this journey, that I could have bettered; 
and by watching as hitherto, from day to day, 
tfmt I shall return lo yim 'm peace. That Ite 
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sttme peace may be wiili you, now ami ever; it 
liie solemn prayer of m^ soul for you, in wbidi 
I reH^in affectionately yoUrs, M. S* ; 



LETTER CII. 

SoUhwry, 1 1th rtio. 28, 1840. 
Dear Brother: 

• • • I was preparing to return and 
finish my visit in New- York, but fim^ing my 
health somewhat impaired by exeriions made in 
my domestic affairs, I concluded to try a course 
of Thomsonian medicine ; after which so much 
disease manifested itself about me, that I felt 
quite released from the prospect, and set about 
what I thought would repair the shattered bark, 
if any thing would. About the third week of 
my practice, our dear Martha Ann was brought 
from her brother's, on the farm, where she had 
remained, being unwell, apparently with a cold. 
She declined having a doctor, and in a few days 
proposed taking a course, which succeeded very 
well ; but the disease being so insidious, and 
marked by no symptoms calculated to arouse our 
apprehensions of its malignant nature, and she 
much averse to taking the medicine, but more 
particularly owing to my inability to apply it, 
and consequently to urge it, the disease gi'adu- 
ally progressed, till finally we sent for Dr. Smith. 
He came on the 15th, but found it what he pro- 
nounced almost a hopeless case, and so it shortly 
proved. On the night of the 18th, about half 
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pust eleT4m, the pwfiaei aw»y yMi perfect m« 
venity, as one in a dee]|» sleep ; not a muscle o{ 
the face iiiovei, nor a limb quivered. Thus an- 
other of the links of that chain which binds a 
parent's heart to earth is broken. * * 

M.S. 



• 



LETTER cm* 

SoUhunj, 12th mo. 17, 1840. 
Dear Brother : 

I now take up the pan to relieve the anxiety 
I suppose thou muit have been under for some 
weeks past. The truth is, I have not been able 
to write, having exhausted my remaining strength . 
During our dear child's last suffering hours, I 
found it necessary to enter upon a more active 
course of treatment in my own case, which has 
been attended with some further prostration of 
strength. I have at all times be^n able to sit up 
part of the day, and rest comfortably at night. I 
have had no acute pains. Weakness in the back, 
and inflammation in the tonsils and glands of the 
Aroat, are the characteristics of my complaint, 
with considerable debility of the nervous system. 
Whether these will yield to the Thomsonian 
practice, is yet to be seen; but thus far I am sa- 
tisfied with having pursued it, and feel to await 
the issue with resignation, which I h(»j)e thou wilt 
do also. I have great cause to be thankful for 
the peace of mind and ease of body I have been 
blessed with. • ♦ • • ♦ • • 

And now I have to advert to a^sul^ect of a 
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deep and solemn nature. Our long afflicted and 
beloved mother is no more. She had been for 
some days gradually sinking, and yesterday 
morning about four, she ceased toi)reathe — so 
quietly as to be almost imperceptible. I hav^ 
been for three months prevented from seemg hef^ 
ill consequence of my own ill health. Whilst 
we sensibly feel the separation of so tender a 
tie, we have cause to rejoice that she is relieved 
from her sufTenngs. She had so far outlived her 
mental faculties that we suppose she scarcely 
reftlized the approach of that change which she 
had long seemed to desire. I feel that I have 
written as much as my strength will bear; an<f 
ndw, in the faith that all that is good will be pre- 
served, and the belief that all that is evil muw 
peiish, whether hndividually or in the world at 
large, I bid thee farewell. M. S. 



[This letter, having been omitted in its fn^er 
ylaee, is infleried here :] 

LETTER CIV. 

Newport^ 6th mo. 18, 1824, 
Dear BnoTnER > 

It was very grateful to me, as well as my 
fMends, to receive thine of the 15th instant, last 
evening ; for, as thou hast observed, it is those 
who meet and dwell with us in true Christiaa 
fellowship, that constitute the real brother and 
sister in Christ. " And it having been declared 
that, *' Wher» I am, there iQust ray servant be 
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tlso" — if we can feel that we are where be is, 
Uiat is, if we have that quietness of mind that, 
will stand amid all the fluctuating scenes around 
us, all is well. I have not time to give thee a 
full account of what has transpired. The Yearly- 
meeting concluded late last evening. I have had 
close testimonies to bear here, for which I have 
been repeatedly rebuked by persons who have 
called upon me at my lodgings, with the proposal 
that I would Bit among them in silence. I did 
not say much to them ; only reverted to the be- 
ginning, when, in ordqr to enjoy liberty of con- 
science, Friends withdrew from other Societies, 
and now there was a disposition with some to 
balk our own testimony, by depriving their fel- 
low-members of this privilege. I wcw content to 
stay at home that afternoon, but went next day, 
and opened my mind by telling how I had been 
admonish ad, and that I would gladly have com- 
plied, but love to my Heavenly Father, and duty 
to Him, would not permit it. I then directed 
them to consider what must be the cdnsequenoe 
of such conduct, and what was the moving cause 
thereof. I attended all the future sittings, in 
company with Eliza Rotch and Anna Robinson, 
two faithful Friends. The archers have shot at 
me, the arrows have fallen around me on every 
side, but not one has wounded me. M. S. 



THE END. 
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